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JOSEPH  CAVERLY 

General  Manager 


Honorable  Joseph  L.  Alioto 

Mayor,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

City  Hall 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Dear  Mayor  Alioto: 

I  have  the  honor  and  privilege  of  proudly  submitting  for  your 
inspection  the  following  report  covering  the  operations  of  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  from  July  1.  1972,  to  June  30,  1973. 

The  period  covered  in  this  report  saw  a  record  number  of  requests 
for  service  in  virtually  every  area  of  concern.  The  members  of  the 
Commission  and  I  are  justly  pleased  with  the  activities  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Caverly,  the  General  Manager,  and  the  members  of  the  staff. 
They  have  had  many  varied  and  often  difficult  assignments  and  have 
served  the  people  of  San  Francisco  well. 

We  expect  even  heavier  demands  on  the  staff  and  facilities  of  the 
Department  in  the  months  to  come  as  our  citizens  continue  to  have 
more  and  more  leisure  time  and  the  threat  of  possible  fuel  problems 
continues  to  keep  people  close  to  home.  Respecting  these  challenges, 
the  Commission  and  the  Department  will  do  their  utmost  to  meet  the 
recreational  needs  of  the  residents  of  San  Francisco. 


Sincerely, 


Loris  DiGrazia 
President 
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LORIS  D1GRAZIA 
President 


GEORGE  P.  THOMAS 


MRS.  CARMEN  J.  DOMINGUEZ 
Vice-President 
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General  Manager's  Message 

Dear  Citizens: 

Looking  to  the  past  year,  all  of  us  in  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  can  be  proud  of  very  real  pro- 
gress.  Working  toward  the  goals  established  by  the 
"Plan  for  Action,"  the  Department  was  successful  in 
obtaining  funding  for  equipment,  materials  and  sup- 
plies and  building  rehabilitation.  Revenue  sharing 
monies  will  result  in  improved  maintenance  of  every 
park  and  playground.  The  Recreation  Division  has 
successfully  converted  to  the  Satellite  System  with 
local  emphasis.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  ap- 
proved two  special  funds  —  one  from  Golf,  the  other 
from  Miscellaneous  Concessions  --  that  will  return 
some  of  the  revenues.   For  the  first  time,  we  are 
now  in  a  position  to  program  rehabilitation  and  re- 
construction and  capital  improvements  with  a  realis- 
tic expectation  that  funding  will  be  available. 
"Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks"  is  firmly  established.  The  new  childrens' 
play  apparatus  installed  at  Mission  Playground  includes  a  $10,000  donation 
to  the  Friends.  The  new  play  apparatus  at  Chinese  Playground  was  entirely 
financed  by  private  gifts  and  a  Federal  Grant.  Looking  to  the  future,  much 
remains  to  be  done.  Neighborhood  Advisory  Councils  should  be  established  to 
augment  the  work  of  each  Satellite.  Rehabilitating  playgrounds  should  be 
accelerated.  The  progress  we  have  made  this  past  year  has  been  a  direct 
result  of  teamwork.  The  coming  year  is  certain  to  bring  equal  or  greater 
successes. 


Very  truly  yours, 


RECREATION  AND  PARK  DEPARTMENT 
Joseph  Caverly 
General  Manager 


JOSEPH  MISURACA 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 

PAUL  J.  YUKE 
Business  Manager 

JOHN  E.  BRYAN,  Director 
Strybing  Arboretum 

LEONARD  FITZPATRICK,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 

BOB  HULEN,  Assistant  to 

General  Manager  -  Public  Service 


EMMETT  O'DONNELL 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

THOMAS  W.  MALLOY,  Executive 
Assistant  to  General  Manager 

CARL  L.  POCH,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

HERBERT  THOMSEN,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

JOHN  J.  SPRING,  Acting 
Director  San  Francisco  Zoo 
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Parks  and  People 


Emmet t  0' Donne 11 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

San  Francisco  has  a  varied  and  diversified  park  system — a  system  designed 
to  meet  the  demands  for  leisure-time  activities  and  facilities  for  persons 
in  all  sections  of  the  City  and  County.   It  is  a  system  which  has  been  able 
to  grow  with  the  times  and  meet  new  challenges  and  new  demands. 


The  varied  nature  of  the  park  system  means  that  the 
attuned  to  meet  any  and  all  situations.   There  is  Go 
offers  just  about  everything  for  everybody.  To  ment 
facilities,  there  are  the  Conservatory,  the  Japanese 
pools,  the  horse  and  bicycle  trails  in  the  park.   Th 
the  Marina  Green.  There  are  the  rugged  slopes  of  Mt 
Downtown  hustle  and  bustle  at  Union  Square.  There  i 
Buena  Vista  Park.  There  is  the  spectacular  scenery 
Sutro  Park.   There  is  the  relentless  pounding  of  the 
Ocean  Beach.  There  are 
the  playgrounds  and  the 
mini-parks  and  the 
stadiums  and  all  the 
other  facilities  for  vir- 
tually every  type  of  re- 
creational activity 
imaginable. 

All  of  this  means  constant 
maintenance  and  recon- 
struction. And,  this  is 
in  addition  to  continuing 
new  construction  to  meet 
new  recreational  needs  of 
the  people.  Thus  park's 
personnel  always  are 
extremely  busy.  The 
past  fiscal  year  saw  a 
limitless  number  of  tasks 
ranging  from  the  growing 
of  virtually  every  variety 
of  flower  to  the  lining 
of  athletic  fields.   The 
Department  also  took  on 
numerous  new  responsi- 
bilities as  the  result 
of  construction  and  im- 
provement efforts.   Among 
the  major  projects  were: 
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ion  just  a  few  other 

Tea  Garden,  the  casting 
ere  is  the  boat  harbor  at 
.  Davidson.   There  is  the 
s  the  tranquility  of 
from  Coit  Tower  and 
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— Completion  of  mini-parks  at  Gar- 
field Square,  Hyde  Street,  Seward 
Street,  Palou  Avenue  and  24th  Street 
for  a  total  of  21  now  in  operation. 
The  present  mini-park  program  calls 
for  23  facilities  and  construction 
was  launched  on  the  remaining  two. 

— Completion  of  the  improvement 
and  expansion  of  Candlestick  Park. 

— Rehabilitation  of  the  Chinese 
Playground. 

— Repaying  of  Middle  Drive  in 
Golden  Gate  Park. 

— Renovation  of  Ocean  View  Recrea- 
tion Center. 

— Rock  removal  at  the  Marina  Small 
Craft  Harbor. 

— Installation  of  an  irrigation 
system  at  Washington  Square. 


Parks  are  for  people  and  it  takes  people 
to  make  parks.  At  the  right  are  two  of 
the  many  pieces  of  heavy  equipment 
needed  for  construction  and  maintenance. 
Above  cyclists  view  a  model  boat  in 
operation  at  Spreckles  Lake  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  while  to  the  left  a  group  of 
happy  children  cavort  down  a  hill 
following  a  park  dedication  ceremony. 
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Some  much-needed  heavy  equipment  was 
secured  over  the  past  year  with  the 
use  of  revenue-sharing  funds.  This 
will  result  in  improved  maintenance 
of  every  park  and  playground. 

In  addition,  there  were  numerous  pro- 
jects involving  the  rehabilitation  and 
extension  of  lighting  at  recreation 
facilities  and  the  construction  of  ser- 
vice roads  and  facilities  in  all  areas. 

It  takes  many  skilled  and  dedicated 
employes  to  keep  the  park  system  in 
full  operation.  There  are  the  gar- 
deners who  care  for  the  flowers  and 
the  trees  and  the  grass  and  the  shrubs. 
There  are  the  nurserymen  who  give  the 
trees  and  plants  a  start.  There  are 
the  workers  from  the  building  trades 
who  take  care  of  the  wiring,  the  plumb- 
ing, the  painting,  the  repair 
work.  There  are  the  mechanics 
and  stationery  engineers  who 
keep  things  going.  There  is 
the  Heavy  Equipment  Division 
which  handles  trucking,  grad- 
ing, paving,  street  cleaning 
and  the  collection  of  garbage. 
For  the  greatest  efficiency, 
many  of  the  efforts  of  the 
maintenance  people  are  inte- 
grated. Cooperation  is  a 
must. 

Take  for  example  the  mower 
crews.   In  the  Spring,  Summer 
and  Fall  they  are  out  on  their 
giant  tractor  mowers  on  the 
many  meadows  and  athletic  fields 
in  Golden  Gate  Park  or  at  other 
squares  and  recreational  areas 
such  as  the  verdant  surround- 
ings at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts. 
Or  else  they  are  using  the  intri- 
care  triplex  machines  for  cutting 
borders.   But,  during  the  Winter 
months,  when  the  grass  doesn't 
grow  at  quite  as  fast  a  rate, 
the  mowermen  help  prune  the  240 
trees  in  the  Music  Concourse  at 
Golden  Gate  Park.  They  are  also 
involved  in  mechanical  maintenance 
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Arboretum 


John  E.  Bryan 
Director 

An  area  where  the  scientific  study  of  plant  material  is  possible  in  a 
setting  where  visitors  are  entranced  by  beauty  and  the  value  of  the  setting- 
this  is  a  fine  goal  for  arboreta  and  botanical  gardens  and  during  the  past 
year,  progress  has  been  towards  this  end  at  Strybing  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 


A  traditional  Japanese  "Moon-Viewing"  Garden 
was  dedicated  as  a  gift  from  the  Ikebana  Inter- 
national Society. 


Many  of  the  projects  carried 
out  were  noteworthy  with 
many  new  features  added. 
For  example: 

—The  San  Francisco  Garden 
Club  generously  gave  funds 
to  construct  a  garden  in 
the  Sunset  Demonstration 
area. 

—  Ikebana  International 
contributed  funds  towards 
the  completion  of  a  "Moon- 
Viewing"  Garden. 

—Garden  clubs  contributed 
to  special  projects  and 
continued  support  has  been 
forthcoming  from  the 
California  Association  of 
Nurserymen,  especially  the 
Peninsula  Chapter. 

— Private  individuals  con- 
tributed specimen  plants 
and  plant  material  was 
received  from  many  botani- 
cal gardens  and  arboreta, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

—Through  the  generosity 
of  the  Strybing  Arboretum 
Society,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mrs.  D.  Stephen 
Coney  and  now  under  the 
guidance  of  new  president 
Frank  Foehr,  the  citizens 
of  San  Francisco  and  the 
surrounding  area  enjoy 
many  horticultural 
activities.  The  Society 
has  made  substantial  gifts, 


Persons  from  all  over  the  world  visit  the  Arboretum.  This  past  year,  botanists 
from  Europe,  South  Africa,  South  America  and  Canada  as  well  as  other  states 
came  to  see  the  outstanding  collection  of  plants.   Thirty- two  lectures  on 
various  horticultural  subjects  brought  more  than  1,600  persons.  Field  trips 
to  commercial  nurseries  and  to  areas  famous  for  wild  flowers  were  well- 
received  and  well-attended.   New  paths  and  planting  areas  were  established 
and  there  was  a  decided  increase  in  planting  and  development  along  the  John 
Muir  Nature  Trail. 

The  professional  standard  of  the  gardeners  is  of  the  highest  order.  A  vote 
of  thanks  goes  to  their  efforts,  which  often  are  under  budgetary  restrictions. 


Helen  Crocker  Russell  Library  provides  a  horticultural  reference  center. 


Also  worthy  of  thanks  are: 

—The  Docents  who  guide  the  many  visitors. 

—The  San  Francisco  Flower  Show  Inc.  for  understanding  of  problems  relating 
to  the  Hall  of  Flowers.  This  structure  is  utilized  more  and  more  by 
various  civic  and  commercial  groups. 

—Staff  from  other  areas  in  Golden  Gate  Park  for  great  help. 

Education  is  the  most  important  function  of  the  Arboretum.  Under  John 
Kipping,  Director  of  Education,  activities  increased  significantly.  During 
the  eleventh  year  of  the  Teachers  In-Service  Training  Course,  about  50 
elementary  and  secondary  school  teachers  received  comprehensive  instruction 
in  using  the  Arboretum  as  an  outdoor  classroom.  The  Director  of  Education 
led  126  school  groups  on  nature  study  tours  with  a  total  attendance  of  3,731 
persons.  Strybing  Arboretum  Society  Docents  conducted  about  300  tours  in- 
volving about  5,800  visitors.  Four  students  in  the  Environmental  Horticul- 
ture Department  of  the  University  of  California  at  Davis  spent  the  Spring 
quarter  at  the  Arboretum  as  "environmental  interns."  The  newly-formed 
Strybing  Arboretum  Society  Task  Force  assisted  many  school  groups  in 
developing  various  gardening  and  horticultural  projects. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

It  is  with  sadness  we  must  place  on  record  the  years  of  magnificent  work  by 
Arthur  Menzies,  the  Assistant  Director.  Art  died  early  in  1973.  He  was 
admired  for  his  tremendous  horticultural  knowledge  of  plants  and  for  the 
enthusiasm  he  had  for  his  work.  He  was  a  great  source  of  strength  to  the 
Directors  under  whom  he  served  and  the  present  Director  is  very  conscious 
of  the  great  role  Art  played  in  making  Strybing  Arboretum  the  world-famous 
institution  it  is  today.  A  collection  of  native  California  plants  in  the 
Arboretum,  assembled  by  Menzies,  has  been  dedicated  in  his  memory. 


The  Arboretum  received  528  accessions  and  435  were  placed.  This  amounted  to 
a  total  of  1,698  plants.  Of  this  number,  1,370  were  planted  along  the  John 
Muir  Nature  Trail.   In  addition,  more  than  40,000  bulbs  and  15,000  annuals 
were  planted  so  that  the  Arboretum  was  at  all  times  a  colorful  kaleidoscope. 
On  the  other  hand,  extremely  cold  and  wet  Winter  weather  resulted  in  the  loss 
of  332  accessions,  mostly  succulents,  tropical  rhododendrons  and  other  tender 
plants.  Fortunately,  the  loss  of  succulents  was  not  as  great  as  it  could 
have  been  due  to  the  foresight  of  John  Napton  of  the  Society  and  the  coopera- 
tion of  San  Francisco  City  College  in  generously  providing  replacement  plants. 

A  grant  from  the  Zellerbach  Family  Fund  allowed  the  purchase  of  duplicating 
equipment  which  will  add  significantly  to  the  value  of  school  programs. 

Another  feature  of  the  Arboretum  is  the  Helen  Crocker  Russell  Library  of 
Horticulture  which  is  available  to  the  public  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Mondays 
through  Fridays.  Under  the  expert  guidance  of  Barbara  Ingle,  the  full-time 
librarian  employed  by  the  Society,  the  library  opened  September  12,  1972. 
The  Society  established  the  library  to  provide  San  Francisco  and  the  Bay 
Area  with  a  horticultural  reference  center  and  to  complement  educational 
programs . 

The  library  provides  numerous  services  and  resources.  More  than  3,000 
volumes  cover  the  wide  field  of  horticulture  from  the  history  of  gardening 
and  "plant  hunting  to  propagation  and  plant  pathology.  Periodicals  and 
journals,  such  as  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society  and  the 
Bulletin  of  the  American  Rock  Garden  Society,  offer  current  information. 
The  Library  maintains  a  35-millimeter  slide  collection  providing  pictorial 
information  for  the  public.  Educational  exhibits  are  displayed  to  enhance 
the  visitor's  appreciation  of  the  plant  world.  Exhibits  have  included  Ida 
Geary's  plant  prints,  rhododendron  photographs  by  Owen  Pearce  and  Rosamund 
Day's  pressed  algae  specimens.  The  Lurline  Matson  Roth  Reading  Room  always 
is  adorned  elegantly  by  flowers  from  the  Arboretum. 


Zoological  Gardens 


John  J.  Spring 
Acting  Director 

It  was  another  year  of  progress  at  the  San  Francisco  Zoological  Gardens. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  there  were  1,138  specimens  of  birds  and 
mammals  attended  by  28  keepers.  There  were  many  fine  additions  to  the 
collection  and  continuing  improvements  to  the  total  operation,  which  in- 
cludes care  of  the  animals  at  the  Childrens'  Playground  and  Buffalo  Paddock 
in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

A  few  of  the  many  new  items  were: 

—Several  births  of  note  including  Bali  Mynahs,  Tiger  Herons,  Inca  Terns, 
Siberian  Tigers,  Greater  Kudu,  Sable  Antelope  and  Tule  Elk. 


—An  interesting  animal 
exchange  with  the 
Tennoji  Zoological  Gar- 
den, Osaka,  Japan, 
whereby  two  White 
Fallow  Deer  from  San 
Francisco  were  swapped 
for  a  pair  of  Racoon 
Dogs. 

—An  animal  inventory 
system  for  more  accu- 
rate data  collection 
about  the  Zoo  popula- 
ti  on . 

--Addition  of  several 
safety  features  to  the 
Bactarian  Camel,  Musk- 
Ox  and  White  Rhino 
exhibits. 

--Establishment  of  a 


keeper-training  program  to 
provide  formal  classroom 
instruction  in  biology, 
zoo  husbandry,  animal 
behavior  and  related  areas 
of  technical  knowledge 
along  with  public  relations, 
job  responsibilities  and 
Civil  Service  procedures. 

—Expansion  of  veterinary 
services. 


m 


Illustrating  this  section 
are  prize-winning  photo- 
graphs of  Zoo  animals  taken 
for  a  contest  sponsored  by 
the  San  Francisco  Zoologi- 
cal Society.  Lloyd  Liebes 
Jr.  took  the  picture  of  the 
bison,  Ian  C.  Tait  the  pic- 
ture of  the  gorilla,  Alyce 
Sheehan  the  picture  of  the 
grizzly  bear  and  Frank 
Traynor  the  picture  of 
the  hippopotami. 


-Approval  of  plans  for  a  new  animal  hospital  building. 


—Approval  of  a  new  ordinance  on  the  sale  and  purchase  of  animals  which  is 
expected  to  increase  efficiency  in  management  and  the  educational  potential 
of  the  collection. 

—  Increase  in  valuable  re- 
search and  educational  pro- 
grams. 

Part  of  the  credit  for  the  con- 
tinuing operational  improve- 
ments can  be  attributed  to  the 
fine  work  of  the  keepers  and 
the  other  Zoo  personnel.  Volun- 
teers, such  as  members  of  the 
Docent  Council  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Zoological  Society,  were 
of  decided  assistance. 

Efforts  of  two  members  of  the 
Zoo  staff  were  recognized  by 
other  animal  collections. 
Keeper  Jim  Bousquet  was  named 
Director  of  the  Roger  Williams 
Zoo,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
Rick  Rundle,  who  set  up  the  new 
tropical  aviary,  was  appointed 
curator  of  birds  for  the  Los 
Angeles  Zoo. 


Orders 


ANIMAL  INVENTORY 
Families   Genera   Wild  Species 


Wild  Specimens 


Mammals 

10 

32 

89 

113 

488 

Birds 

17 

51 

151 

191 

648 

Reptiles 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Totals 


28 


84 


242 


306 


ATTENDANCE  1972  -  1973 


Adults   Children 


In 
Groups 


No.  of 
Groups 


Free 

Days 


Senior 
Citizens 


Total 
Attend. 


565,427   367,122    89,220    2,626    149,390   25,960   1,197,119 


Receipts 
$282,598.00 


Dollar  total  does  not  include  $1,277.50  which  is  the  sum  received  from  Zoo- 
logical Society  in  lieu  of  allowing  2,555  Society  members  through  gates  free. 
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DOCENT  TOUR  ACTIVITY 

FOR  LAST  THREE  FISCAL  YEARS 

J 

lily  '72- 

July  '71- 

July  '70- 

J 

jne  '73 

June  '72 

June  '71 

Individual  Tours 

811 

943 

888 

Individual  Groups 

311 

771 

389 

Number  of  Children 

11,643 

13,382 

13,833 

Number  of  Adults 

1,463 

1,967 

2,409 

Total  People 

13,237 

15,327 

16,233 

Docents  Participating 

73 

66 

59 

San  Francisco  School  Tours 

342 

300 

333 

Bay  Area  School  Tours 

465 

642 

555 

Elementary  School  Tours 

708 

788 

728 

Junior  High  School  Tours 

52 

56 

75 

Senior  High  School  Tours 

31 

61 

44 

College  and  Adult  Tours 

31 

35 

41 

The  rehabilitation  project  for  native  wildlife  continued  to  florish  under  the 
able  direction  of  Maryrose  Spivey,  Project  Coordinator.  The  unique  conserva- 
tion project,  featured  in  the  April  issue  of  Smithsonian  Magazine,  nurses 
sick,  wounded  or  orphaned  birds  and  mammals  until  they  can  be  released  back 
into  the  wild.  There  also  was  the  beginning  of  an  intensive  school  program 
featuring  a  Zoomobile  manned  by  the  Zoological  Society's  Laura  LaMarca. 
Several  research  projects  were  launched.  One  involves  Penny  Patterson,  a 
Stanford  University  graduate  student  and  Koko,  a  two-year-old  female  Lowland 
Gorilla,  in  a  project  design- 
ed to  evaluate  the  animal's 
ability  to  learn  sign  lan- 
guage. 

Ronald  J.  Reuther,  Zoo  Direc- 
tor for  the  past  five  years, 
resigned  to  join  the  staff 
of  the  Philadelphia  Zoo. 

The  Docent  Council  had 
another  busy  year.  Among 
its  many  projects  was  the 
role  of  host  for  the  first 
Western  Regional  Docent  Work- 
shop. Officers  for  the  fifth 
year  of  the  Council's  opera- 
tion were  Pat  Sonnenberg 
(Mrs.  Hartwig) ,  President; 
Mavis  Lang  (Mrs.  Elwood) , 
Vice-President;  Sonia  Sand- 
strom  (Mrs.  Robert)  Treasur- 
er; Sandy  DeLorimer  (Mrs. 
Alfred),  Secretary;  Dixie 
Easterby  (Mrs.  Lloyd),  Jo 
Ann  Harley  (Mrs.  Alan)  and 
Ann  Hale  (Mrs.  George). 
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Downtown  isn't  very  far  away  from  newly-enlarged  Candlestick  Park 


Candlestick  Park 


The  "rebuilding"  of  Candlestick  Park  to  provide  more  seating  capacity  and  to 
make  the  structure  more  suitable  for  professional  football  was  virtually 
completed  in  the  last  fiscal  year.  Only  a  few  odds  and  ends  remained  to  be 
done  at  the  time  of  the  dedication  last  Summer  of  a  statue  of  St.  Francis, 
the  city'  namesake  and  patron  saint,  near  the  new  Stadium  entrance.  The 
statue  was  the  work  of  the  noted  San  Francisco  sculptress,  Ruth  Cravath. 

The  conversion  project  included  structual  work  enclosing  the  entire  field 
area  with  stands  plus  a  new  press  box  just  for  football,  the  installation 
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of  all-weather  Astroturf  and  the  installation  of  portable  stands  to  accomo- 
date expected  larger  football  crowds. 

The  expectations  appeared  justified  as  the  San  Francisco  49ers  drew  662,087 
persons  for  11  playing  dates  in  1972  including  a  capacity  61,214  for  a  30-28 
National  Football  League  playoff  loss  to  Dallas.  The  increase  in  seating 
capacity  made  it  possible  for  a  record  44,256  to  attend  a  National  League 
baseball  game  of  the  San  Francisco  Giants  soon  after  the  dedication.  The 
Giants  lured  647,744  to  Candlestick  in  1972  and  834,193  in  1973  in  73  play- 
ing dates  each  year.  The  Giants  started  playing  in  Candlestick  in  1960  soon 
after  the  Stadium  opened.  The  49ers  moved  to  Candlestick  from  Kezar  Stadium 
in  1971. 

With  the  expansion  of  Candlestick,  a  new  promotion  department  went  into 
business  late  in  1972  to  seek  rentals  of  the  big  stadium  when  the  Giants 
and  49ers  are  not  using  the  facility  or  the  huge  parking  lot.  Gray 
Creveling,  a  San  Francisco  public  relations  consultant,  was  named  promotion 
director  with  offices  at  the  stadium. 


A  Franciscan  Father,  Mayor  Joseph  Alioto  and  Sculptress  Ruth  Cravath  at  the 
dedication  of  the  statue  of  St.  Francis  near  the  entrance  to  Candlestick 
Park  marking  the  completion  of  major  reconstruction. 
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JOSEPH  MISURACA 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 

LEONARD  FITZPATRICK 
Acting  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Recreation 
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Athletics 
For  Men 

Raymond  Joe 
Principal  Supervisor 

Kenneth  Lowe 
Senior  Director 


Joseph  Ardanaz 
Supervising  Director 

Earl  Massoni 
Director 


The  Men's-  and  Boys'  Division  again  offered  a 
broad  spectrum  of  athletic  activities  over  the 
past  fiscal  year. 

The  Boys'  Section  not  only  worked  on  activities 
for  youngsters  at  various  recreation  units  but 
also  worked  with  outside  agencies  in  placing 
either  individuals  or  teams  in  active  competi- 
tion. 


The  Men's  Section 
saw  increased 
demands  for  the 
use  of  facilities, 

A  similar  in- 
crease was  ex- 
perienced in 
requests  made  by 
outside  groups. 

Of  particular 
value  in  con- 
ducting Boys' 
Section  programs 
was  the  intro- 
duction of  the 
Satellite  System 
which  encouraged 
competition  on  a 
community  or 
neighborhood 
basis.  The 
Satellite  System 
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involves  the  grouping  of  units  with  an 
area  recreation  center.  • 

Use  of  the  System  started  with  basket- 
ball. Each  of  the  13  Satellites 
formed  leagues  which  included  both 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  units 
and  outside  agencies.  The  format  of 
each  league  depended  on  the  needs  and 
interests  of  the  individual  satellite. 
At  the  conclusion  of  league  play,  a 
City-wide  championship  tournament  was 
held  at  Kezar  Pavilion  for  the  league 
winners  with  four  age  groups  involved. 

Softball  was  introduced  on  a  Satellite 
concept  with  three  divisions.  There 
were  58  teams  and  870  participants. 
As  in  basketball,  winners  participated 
in  an  Inter-Satellite  tournament. 

During  the  Summer,  99  teams  (seven 
from  other  agencies)  competed  in  base- 
ball leagues  for  boys  ages  eight  to  18, 
Slow-Pitch  Minor  Midget  leagues  were 
formed  for  the  first  time  and  proved 
to  be  popular.  There  were  17  Slow- 


The  men's  ath- 
letic program 
encompassed  both 
the  innovative 
and  the  old 
standbys.  Karate 
classes  were  in- 
troduced and 
proved  to  be 
highly  popular. 
So  was  the 
Kennedy  Touch 
Football  League 
1n  its  fifth 
year  of  com- 
petition. 
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Pitch  teams. 


Another  new  activity  was  Butoku-Kai  Karate.   Classes  were  introduced  at  eight 
locations  and  were  popular  with  both  boys  and  girls  ages  eight  through  15. 

Among  other  activities  for  boys  were  dodgeball,  a 
basketball  pentathlon,  kickball,  boxing  and  football 
either  on  a  Satellite  or  a  city-wide  basis.  The 
most  popular  sports  for  boys  were  basketball,  touch 
football  and  baseball. 

In  the  Men's  Section,  the  increased  demands  for 
facilities  mainly  involved  Softball.   There  were  two 
night  leagues,  the  Spring  League  with  174  teams  and 
the  Metropolitan  League  with  185  teams.  The  result 
was  that  the  combination  of  the  large  number  of  teams 
involved  in  league  play  plus  the  requests  of  outside 
groups  meant  there  were  not  enough  lighted  fields  to 
handle  the  situation  for  night  games.  This  came 
about  even  with  the  conversion  of  two  baseball  fields 
at  Funston  Playground  for  Softball  play.  The  end 
result  was  the  prolonging  of  league  play. 

The  facilities  problem  did  not  affect  the  four  Sunday 
baseball  leagues  although  there  were  42  teams  in  the 
Summer  leagues  and  16  teams  in  the  Winter  league. 

Soccer  again  was  popular  with  heavy  play  recorded  at 
both  Crocker-Amazon  Playground  and  the  area  adjacent 
to  the  Beach  Chalet  in  Golden 
Gate  Park. 

Rugby  continued  to  grow  in 
popularity  and  facilities  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  were  used 
for  games  in  Winter  and 
Spring.   In  addition,  prac- 
tice sessions  were  held  at 
various  playgrounds.  An 
International  Tournament, 
held  at  the  Polo  Field  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  and  at  Kezar 
Stadium,  was  a  hugh  success. 

Various  San  Francisco  busi- 
ness firms  participated  in  In- 
dustrial League  activities  foi 
both  men  and  women.   Included 
were  volleyball,  table  tennis, 
golf,  tennis,  Softball,  bowl- 
ing and  basketball  and  a 
series  of  guitar  lessons. 
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Athletics  For  Women 


June  Harman 
Supervisor  of  Athletics 


Dorothy  Dukes 
Supervising  Director 


Lillian  Chang 
Senior  Director 


It  was  another  banner  year  for  the  Women's  and  Girls'  Athletic  Division. 
Increased  participation  was  noted  in  almost  every  activity.  The  growth  of 
tennis  was  astounding,  particularly  in  adult  participation  as  there  were 
1,150  in  beginning  classes  for  women  and  men.   It  appears  the  growth  in 
this  sport  will  continue  unabated  for  the  present. 
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Besides  tennis,  the  Women's 
and  Girl's  Division  was  in- 
volved in  Softball,  track 
and  field,  basketball,  volley- 
ball, netball,  table  tennis, 
badminton,  lawn  bowling  and 
hula  hoop  activity.   In 
addition,  the  Division 
staged  checkers,  chess  and 
jacks  tournaments,  physical 
fitness  programs  and  special 
events  such  as  the  "Sports 
In"  playdays  and  the  "Come 
Sail  With  Me"  program. 

Also,  San  Francisco  was 
picked  as  the  pilot  city  for 
the  Presidential  Physical 
Fitness  and  Sports  Award 
program.  There  was  a  kick- 
off  celebration  for  this 
honor  with  a  wide  variety 
of  sports  and  recreational 
activities  conducted  on  an 
April  afternoon. 

The  international  focus  on 
tennis  has  brought  unprece- 
dented demands  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's 147  public  courts. 
There  was  a  full  schedule 
of  lesson  periods,  clinics 
and  tournaments  in  addition 
to  informal,  recreational 
play. 

More  than  1,500  youngsters 
attended  clinics  at  31  play- 
grounds over  a  two-week 
period  and  the  360  who  ex- 
celled received  additional 
training  at  the  Golden  Gate 
Park  Courts.  A  Junior 
Tennis  Extravaganza  followed, 
cosponsored  by  the  Youth 
Tennis  Foundation  of  Califor- 
nia. Also  there  were  eight  tennis  clubs  for  young  persons.  The  55th  annual 
Boys  and  Girls  Tournament  for  persons  in  three  classes  from  11  to  18  years  of 
age  lured  112  entries  at  25  playgrounds.  Other  tournaments  were  the  Junior 
and  Senior  Mixed  Doubles  at  Golden  Gate  Park  and  North  Beach  Playground  which 
had  an  entry  of  84,  a  Midget  Tournament  which  had  16  players  10  years  of  age 
and  under  and  the  10th  Annual  Helen  Wills  Roark  Tournament  for  15  and  16  year 
olds.  The  Roark  Tournament  was  held  at  the  Helen  Wills  Playground,  named  for 
the  sponsor  who  is  one  of  former  greats  of  tennis.  Mrs.  Roark  returned  to 
San  Francisco  for  the  tournament  finals  to  present  awards. 
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Adult  tennis  clubs  have  become  increasingly  popular  all  over  the  city.  There 
were  11  clubs  in  operation  with  membership  ranging  from  about  30  for  some  to 
about  300  in  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Club,  Ten  courts  were  resurfaced  and  lights 
for  night  play  were  installed  at  Potrero  Hill,  Portola  and  Hayward  Playgrounds, 

Growth  in  other  sports  was  reflected  by  the  return  of  a  girl's  basketball 
tournament  after  a  10-year  layoff  and  the  creation  of  three  new  softball 
leagues  for  women  18  and  over.  The  San  Carlos  Recreation  Department  joined 
with  San  Francisco  in  a  two-day  basketball  tournament. 

The  jacks  tournament  drew  313  entries  from  31  playgrounds  including  18  boys. 
There  were  483  participants  from  39  playgrounds  involved  in  the  checkers 
tournament.  A  total  of  397  youngsters  from  46  playgrounds  were  involved  in 
the  chess  tournament. 

The  physical  fitness  program  proved  extremely  popular  with  a  heavy  demand  on 
classes  at  several  recreation  centers.  There  were  both  day  and  night  ses- 
sions for  karate,  yoga  and  slim  and  trim  exercise  sessions. 

The  number  of  lawn  bowlers,  both  men  and  women,  continues  to  increase  and 
there  were  more  than  175  active  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Lawn  Bowlers 
and  the  Golden  Gate  Women  Lawn  Bowlers  at  Golden  Gate  Park.  The  clubs  are 
open  to  the  public.  Instruction  also  is  available.  The  Golden  Gate  Park 
Bowling  Greens  are  considered  among  the  finest  in  the  country  and  they  were 
the  site  of  20  tournaments. 


The  "Sports  In"  playdays  included  informal  games  for  girls  and  boys  eight 
through  11.  The  games  included  dodgeball,  four  square,  Norwegian  ball  and 
relays.  The  "Come  Sail  With  Me"  program  was  staged  again  with  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club.  About  150  young  persons  went  sailing  to 
Angel  Island  where  they  were  the  guests  of  boat  owners  at  a  barbecue. 


Arts  and  Crafts 

Fred  Reid 
Supervising  Director 

The  beautiful  stone  cottage,  the  Sharon 
Building,  located  next  to  the  Childrens' 
Playground  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  served 
as  headquarters  of  the  Arts  and  Crafts 
Division.   It  was  the  site  where  an  ever- 
broadening  spectrum  of  interests  are 
planned  for  city-wide  programs  for 
children,  persons  in  their  teens,  adults 
and  senior  citizens. 

Activities  and  classes  include  landscape, £ 
still  life  and  figure  painting;  drawing; 
leathercraft ;  loom  weaving;  rug-hooking; 
needlepoint,  ceramics;  the  art  of  ani- 
mated filmmaking;  puppetmaking,  calli- 
graphy; construction  with  stained  glass. 
Classes  were  held  at  the  Sharon  Building 
and  at  recreation  centers  and  play- 
grounds. 

Over  fiscal  1972-73,  the  Arts  and  Crafts 
Division: 

--Initiated  a  new,  travelling  program 
called  "Craft  Safari."  This  program 
features  the  training  of  staff  members 
at  recreation  centers 
prior  to  the  start  of 
specific  programs  at  these 
locations. 

--Saw  a  substantial  expan- 
sion of  the  program  range 
by  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Ad- 
visory Committee  with 
generous  donations  of  ener- 
gy and  the  subsidizing  of 
the  city-wide  operation 
for  children. 

—Received  thoughtful 
assistance  from  the 
Friends  of  Recreation  and 


Parks. 
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Aquatics 


Martin  Greenlaw 
Supervising  Director 


Public  response  to  an  expanded  aquatics  program  has  been  outstanding.   It  was 
another  year  of  good  attendance  at  the  seven  indoor  pools,  two  outdoor  pools, 
two  portable  pools,  two  beach  areas  and  the  lakefront  which  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Aquatics  Division. 

Highlights  of  the  fiscal  year  included: 

—A  "Learn  to  Swim"  program  was  conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  American 
Red  Cross  which  provided  intensive  instruction  for  about  30,000  persons 
from  ages  eight  through  17.     In  addition,  350  youngsters  gained  valuable 
experience  by  acting  as  instructors  and  administrative  aides. 
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— The  Merionettes,  a  team  representing 
San  Francisco,  gained  numerous  indivi- 
dual and  team  championships  in  synchro- 
nized swimming  events  throughout  the 
United  States. 

—Eight  intra-departmental  teams  were 
sponsored  which  allowed  the  city's  most 
outstanding  swimmers  to  compete  in 
meets  throughout  California. 

—More  than  2,000  handicapped  persons 
were  involved  in  swimming  programs, 

— Public  instruction  in  various  aspects 
of  swimming  was  offered  at  the  seven 
indoor  pools  with  about  15,000  persons 
participating. 

— "Huck  Finn"  days  at  Lake  Merced  gave 
about  600  youngsters  the  opportunity 
to  enjoy  trout  fishing. 

—Two  portable  pools,  obtained  through 
a  Federal  grant,  were  extensively  used 
in  the  Chinatown  and  South  of  Market 
areas. 

Numerous  plantings  of  trout  were  made  in 
Lake  Merced.  This  provided  excellent 
catches  for  persons  of  all  ages  in  a 
season  extending  from  late  April  through 
the  middle  of  November. 

Sailing  on  Lake  Merced  again  was  popular 
along  with  classes  on  sailing  techniques. 
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The  waters  of  Lake  Merced  provide  excel- 
lent opportunities  for  both  sailing  and 
fishing.  Several  plantings  of  trout 
are  made  into  the  lake  each  year  by 
the  California  Fish  and  Game  Department. 


Drama  and  Dance 


The  Recreational  Arts  Building  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Drama  and  Dance 
Division  and  it  is  there  that  a  wide  scope  of  activities  are  planned,  organized 
and  coordinated.  The  building  also  serves  as  a  center  for  dance  files,  a  play 
library,  puppets,  storybooks  and  costumes  for  use  at  playgrounds  and  recrea- 
tion centers. 

Activities  include: 

RECREATIONAL  ARTS  BUILDING— folk,  square  and  round  dance  classes  (men  and 
women),  social  dance  workshops  (men  and  women),  special  dance  classes 
(women  only),  junior  ballet,  modern  dance  class  (young  women),  special 
folk  dance  class  (children),  special  dance  classes  (high  school  and  college 
age  persons),  junior  drama  group,  puppetry,  storytelling  classes. 

RECREATION  UNITS— storytelling,  story  play,  play  production,  singing  games, 
rhythmics,  folk  dancing  (boys  and  girls),  folk  square  and  rounds  (adult), 
ethnic  dancing,  jazz  and  American  soul  dancing  (at  five  playgrounds). 

SENIOR  CITIZENS— folk  and  square  dance  classes. 

The  Division  has  organized  the  Golden  Gate  and  Storyland  Storytelling  Leagues. 
It  conducted  a  carnival  at  Stern  Grove,  a  May  Day  Festival  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Childrens'  Days  at  Sharon  Meadow  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  Christmas  pro- 
ductions at  the  Recreational  Arts  Building  and  participated  in  the  Friends  of 
the  Parks  Field  Day  at  Kezar  Stadium.  Regional  folk  dance  festivals  were 
staged  at  Kezar  Pavilion,  Funston  Recreation  Center  and  Stern  Grove, 

Dance  groups  presented  programs  at  Laguna  Honda  Home,  Aquatic  Park  Senior 
Center,  East  Bay  Women's  Dance  Circle,  Columbus  Day  Festival,  French  Hospital, 
Treasurer's  Ball  and  Youth  for  Service. 


24 


Golf 


Rounds 

Revenue 

of  Play 

Harding 

$261,129.73 

79,214 

Fleming 

92,868.15 

75,994 

Lincoln 

110,723.25 

50,768 

Sharp  Park 

111,777.49 

40,701 

Golden  Gate 

58,949.75 

47,775 

McLaren 

23,844,75 

16,052 

Registrations 
Total s 

13,127.00 

$672,420.12 

310,504 

Charles  Faulkner 
Supervising  Director 

There  are  six  public  courses  for  San 
Franciscans  to  consider  when  they 
want  to  play  golf.  Each  is  different 
in  design,  length  and  degree  of 
difficulty. 

Three  courses  have  18  holes,  Harding, 
Sharp  and  Lincoln;  two  have  nine 
holes,  Fleming  and  McLaren;  one  has 
nine  par-three  holes  in  Golden  Gate 
Park. 


All  courses  are  the  scenes  of  tourna- 
ments. Clinics  for  young  persons  are 
held  at  Harding  Park  and  McLaren  Park. 
Young  men  and  women  from  ages  six  to 
16  attend  the  three-day  class  sessions 
and  they  are  taught  the  basics  of  the 
game  along  with  techniques,  such  as 
putting,  and  etiquette.   Further  in- 
struction is  provided  by  senior  and 
junior  high  school  coaches  as  the 
courses  are  used  for  match  play  by 
preppers . 

The  San  Francisco  Junior  Championship 
tournament  draws  about  650  entrants 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
successful  such  events  in  the  country. 
Other  major  tournaments  are  the  San 
Francisco  Amateur  Championship,  the 
Father  and  Son  Tournament,  the  United 
States  Public  Links  Tournament 
Qualifying. 


Playmobile 


When  people  live  in  one  of  the  areas  where  parks  with  full  facilities  are 
not  nearby,  the  facilities  come  to  the  people.  The  means  for  doing  this 
is  the  use  of  Playmobiles  which  are  engineered  to  provide  "instant  recrea- 
tion" no  matter  where  or  what  the  location. 

Playmobiles  operate  during  the  Summer  months  at  locations  in  the  Inner- 
Mission,  Chinatown,  Hunters  Point,  Bayview,  Western  Addition,  Visitacion 
Valley  and  Potrero  Hill  areas.  Specific  programs  are  "tailor-made"  for 
each  specific  area  serviced. 

Among  the  activities  provided  by  the  Playmobiles  are  use  of  the  trampoline, 
arts  and  crafts,  active  games,  tetherball,  volleyball,  ping  pong  and  dodge 
ball.  Wherever  possible,  roller  skating  is  included  in  the  program. 

Trampoline  classes  also  are  conducted  by  qualified  instructors  at  the  Upper 
Noe,  Hamilton,  Potrero  Hill,  Glen  Park,  Hunters  Point  and  Ocean  View  Recrea- 
tion Centers. 
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Junior 
Museum 

A.  Kirk  Conragan 
Director 

The  Josephine  D.  Randall 
Junior  Museum  presents  a 
wide  variety  of  exciting 
opportunities  and  experiences 
for  children  and  adults  where- 
by they  may  explore,  enjoy  and 
further  interests  in  the  arts 
and  the  sciences.  This  past 
year,  the  Museum  conducted 
more  than  136  classes  and 
special  activities.  The 
Science  Department  had  classes 
in  conservation,  botany, 
general  biology,  marine  bio- 
logy, ecology  of  San  Francisco 
Bay,  seashore  life,  oceanology, 
reptiles  and  amphibians,  animal 
study,  zoology,  pet  care,  soil 
chemistry,  geology,  paleontho- 
logy,  lapidary  work,  American 
Indian  life  and  lore,  American 
Indian  use  of  plants,  junior 
naturalist  endeavors  and  rock 
study. 

Arts  and  crafts  activities 
included  classes  in  ceramics, 
pottery,  clay  sculpture, 
leaded  glass,  weaving,  jewelry, 
painting,  tenkoku,  fish  prints, 
rubbings,  textiles,  decoupage 
and  batik.   Part  of  the  Muse- 
um's broad  spectrum  of  art 
activities  were  classes  in 
industrial  arts.  These  in- 
cluded woodworking,  elementary 
carpentry,  furniture  refinish- 
ing,  metalshop,  welding,  metal 
sculpture,  machine  shop,  con- 
struction of  scientific 
equipment,  collecting  of  gear 
and  other  shop  related  acti- 
vities. 


A  unique  feature  at  the  Junior  Museum  was  the 
First  Rodent  Rodeo  for  young  owners  of  out-of- 
the- ordinary  pets.  The  animals,  rats,  mice, 
hamsters  etc.t  were  involved  in  such  activities 
as  races,  tightrope  walking,  threading  mazes. 
The  success  of  the  initial  Rodeo  means  it  will 
be  an  annual  event. 
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The  Museum  conducted  field  trips  in  conjunction  with  classes.  All  but  one 

were  conducted  within  the  greater  San  Francisco  Bay  area.  Two  field  trips 

in  support  of  the  marine  biology  glass  should  be  noted  in  particular.  One 

was  an  open  sea  cruise  aboard  the  70-foot  ocean  racing  sloop  the  "New  World," 

flagship  of  the  Oceanic  Society.  The  other  trip  took  place  over  the  Fourth 

of  July  Holiday  week  end 

and  consisted  of  an  explora-  %»r»- 

tion  of  Drake's  Estero  at  f^| 

Point  Reyes.  This  included 

such  activities  as  seining 

for  fish  and  digging  for 

clams.  Those  involved  were 

barged  to  the  middle  of  the 

estero  by  the  Johnson  Oyster 

Company  and  they  had  the 

opportunity  to  observe 

oyster  farming  first  hand. 

Another  important  activity 
was  the  "Rodent  Rodeo"  held 
in  the  Summer.  This  unique 
form  of  rodeo  had  pet  rats, 
hampsters  etc.  involved  in 
races  and  other  feats  of 
skill  and  endeavor. 

This  past  year,  the  Museum 
received  a  number  of  gifts 
ranging  from  a  pet  rat  to 
used  shop  equipment.  High- 
light was  the  presentation 
of  new  program  material  and 
equipment  from  the  Vera  C. 
Hendry  Trust  through  the 
efforts  of  George  Hoffman. 
Items  received  were  a  stero- 
scopic  microscope,  intercoms, 
a  chest  freezer  and  an  IBM 
typewriter.  These  items 
were  accepted  by  the  Auxili- 
ary of  the  Junior  Museum  on 
behalf  of  the  Museum.  Also, 


Hoffman  was  instrumental 
Museum  to  receive  pet  supplies  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul 


in  arranging 
Hirsch. 


for  the 


The  Auxiliary  now  has  more  than  225  members.  It  continues  to  serve  directly 
in  developing  new  programs  for  the  young  people  of  San  Francisco  and  without 
its  support,  the  Museum  would  be  at  a  loss. 

This  past  year  saw  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  accept,  in  principle, 
the  concept  of  an  outdoor  environmental  center  adjacent  to  the  Museum. 
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Photo  Center 


John  Giosso 
Director  of  Photography 

The  1972-73  fiscal  year  was  the  most  successful  period  of  operation  since  the 
inception  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department's  unique  Photography  Center. 

In  terms  of  participation,  about  55,000  persons  took  advantage  of  the  excel- 
lent facilities.  Of  this  group,  there  were  more  than  2,500  active  members. 


The  fully-equipped  Photo  Center  is  located  in  the  Recreational  Arts 
Building  at  50  Scott  Street.  This  also  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Drama 
and  Dance  and  Music  Divisions. 
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One  of  the  Photo  Center's  many  highly-qualified  instructors  gives  a 
demonstration  of  techniques  in  print  developing  and  print  drying. 


—Attendance  in  programs  and  classes  has  reached  all-time  highs. 

—Revenues  from  active  membership  fees  over  the  last  five  years  have 
reached  the  $75,000  level. 

The  tremendous  growth  and  ever-increasing  use  of  the  Photography  Center  can 

be  attributed  to  the  growing  interest  in  photography  as  a  leisure-time  activity. 

The  attendance  growth  has  been  stimulated  by  the  courses  which  are  conducted 
the  year  around  and  which  touch  on  every  phase  of  photography.  Some  of  these 
include  the  twice-weekly  "quickie  courses,"  the  quarterly  beginners  sessions, 
portrait  courses,  color  courses  and  classes  in  advanced  darkroom  procedures. 
Also,  seven  lectures  were  offered  the  past  year. 

Actually,  the  beginner  at  the  Photography  Center  starts  literally  "from  the 
ground  up."  First  comes  camera  orientation  and  the  basics  of  taking  pictures 
under  all  sorts  of  conditions.  Then  comes  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  dark- 
room, the  most  professionally  equipped  for  a  recreation  facility  in  the  United 
States  —  among  other  things,  it  has  40  Omega  enlargers.  Finally,  the  novice 
becomes  acquainted  with  the  use  of  portrait  studios,  of  professional  print 
dryers  and  of  dry  mount  presses. 

The  San  Francisco  center  is  the  forerunner  of  all  municipally-owned  photo- 
graphy facilities  and  its  success  can  be  attested  by  the  many  efforts  to 
copy  its  methods  of  teaching,  its  operations  and  its  facilities. 
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Day  Camps 


Edward  R.  Kelly- 
Supervising  Director 


The  children  of  San  Francisco  are  able  to  get  acquainted  with  the  out-of- 
doors  without  leaving  the  city  limits,  thanks  to  a  unique  program  of  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department.   For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  day 
camps  have  been  conducted  over  an  11-week  period  during  the  school  vacation 
period  in  the  Summer. 

Youngsters  who  are  involved  in  playground  activities  have  the  opportunity 
to  attend  two  camps.  One  is  located  at  Pine  Lake  adjacent  to  Sigmund  Stern 
Grove  and  the  other  in  Glen  Canyon  adjacent  to  Glen  Park.   Both  camps  pro- 
vide invigorating  and  enlarging  experiences  in  outdoor  activity. 

A  different  group  attends  each  camp  each  week  on  a  Monday-through-Friday 
basis,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Noon  meals  are  served  in  an  outdoor  setting.  Major 
activities  include  nature  hikes,  campfire  events,  fishing,  visits  to  the 
Zoo  and  learning  familiarity  with  animals  such  as  racoons,  foxes  and  even 
boa  constrictors.  Cooperating  in  the  program  are  the  Junior  Museum  and  the 
San  Francisco  Zoological  Society's  Zoomobile. 


Handicapped  Services 


Edward  R.  Kelly 
Supervising  Director 

Through  a  wide  range  of  recreational  programs,  handicapped  persons  gain  a 
feeling  of  being  part  of  the  community.  The  many  and  varied  programs  of 
the  Handicapped  Services  Division  include: 

—Motivation. 

— Social  recreation. 

—Physical  activities. 

—  Introduction  to  cultural  activities. 

Programs  are  offered  at  Fulton  and  Jackson  Playgrounds,  Ocean  View  and  Sun- 
set Recreation  Centers  and  the  Garfield  and  Balboa  Swimming  pools.   Pro- 
grams are  for  persons  of  all  ages.  Activities  include  physical  fitness, 
arts  and  crafts,  cooking,  swimming,  photography,  music,  dancing,  outings 
and  cultural  offerings.   Class  sessions  are  organized  so  that  a  handicapped 
person  is  able  to  enjoy  a  full  learning  experience  through  his  or  her  own 
choice. 

A  significant  milestone  for  the  Handicapped  Division  came  with  the  co- 
sponsorship  with  the  Joseph  P.  Kennedy  Jr.  Foundation  of  the  first  Special 
Olympics  for  the  mentally  retarded.  About  450  persons  of  all  ages  partici- 
pated in  track  and  field  and  in  swimming  competitions.  As  a  result,  26 
persons  advanced  to  the  state  meet  in  Los  Angeles  and  returned  with  20 
medals,  including  eight  prized  golds  for  first  places. 

A  special  contribution  to  the  handi- 
capped Division  came  from  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Fire  Department,  Police  Depart- 
ment Community  Relations  Division  and 
the  Bay  Area  Service  League. 


The  First  Special  Olympics  brought  a  new 
dimension  and  a  positive  response  in 
work  with  the  mentally  retarded.  At  the 
left,  handicapped  youngsters  get  the 
opportunity  to  practice  with  Olympic 
track  star  Kip  Kenio  while  two  of  the 
outstanding  performers  show  a  community- 
minded  supporter  of  the  program  the  gold 
medals  they  captured  in  the  state-wide 
meet  in  Westwood.  At  the  right,  a 
volunteer  walks  hand  in  hand  with  one 
of  the  competitors. 
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Seniors,  Tots 


Elean  Thomas 
Supervising  Director 

Attendance  at  the  20  Senior  Citizens  Clubs  and  centers  increased  steadily 
over  the  past  fiscal  year,  reflecting  the  expansion  of  program  activities 
and  services. 

Activities  included  an  exercise  class,  bowling,  ballroom  dancing,  holiday 
parties,  anniversary  dinners,  motion  picture  viewings,  discussion  group 
meetings  on  world  affairs,  arts  and  crafts  classes,  dance  classes,  trips 
and  tours. 


The  20th  Senior  Citizens  Hobby  Show  was  held  in  May  at  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Many  older  craftsmen  had  items  on  display  and  demonstrated 
skills  in  weaving,  knitting  and  sculpture. 

The  Tiny  Tot  program  is  a  play  experience  for  children  ages  three  to  five 
conducted  from  September  through  May.  The  program  gives  young  persons  the 
opportunity  to  make  social  contacts,  to  share,  to  cooperate,  to  develop 
initiative  and  leadership  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  democratic  living. 

During  the  past  year,  63,155  children  participated  in  78  Tiny  Tot  classes. 
A  vision-screening  project  was  held  in  cooperation  with  the  California 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness.  Free  examinations  were  given  to 
try  and  detect  early  conditions  of  Ambloypia  Exanopsia  (lazy  eye  blindness) 
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Music  Division 


William  Booth 
Acting  Supervisor 

The  Music  Division  offers  a 
year-around  program  for  per- 
sons of  all  ages  at  the 
Recreational  Arts  Building 
and  at  many  playgrounds  and 
recreation  centers.   Stress 
is  placed  on  active  partici- 
pation. 

Some  of  the  activities  in- 
clude: 

CHILDREN—folk  songs  and 
rhythm  band  for  younger 
groups  and  ukulele,  re- 
corder play  and  creative 
rhythm  for  older  children. 
Over  the  past  fiscal  year, 
three  recorder  classes 
and  11  ukulele  classes 
were  conducted  during  the 
Fall  and  Spring  at  nine 
different  locations. 

TEENAGERS— folk  guitar 
classes  (for  the  twelfth 
consecutive  year)  at  both 
beginning  and  advanced  levels. 

ADULTS— Recreation  Symphony 
Orchestra,  Golden  Gate  Park 
Band,  Tillmany  Orchestra,  folk 
guitar  classes  at  beginning  and 
advanced  levels.  The  guitar 


The  Music  Division  caters  to 
both  participants  and  spectators. 
Above  one  of  a  Summer  Series  of 
performances  by  various  groups 
involved  with  music — The  San 
Francisco  Ballet  in  a  rendition 
of  "The  Shakers"— is  enjoyed  by 
a  large  crowd  at  Stern  Grove. 
At  the  right,  members  of  a 
string  quartet  practice  intently 
at  the  Recreational  Arts  Building. 
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annual  series  of  Soul  and 
many  twilight  concerts  at 


classes  again  were 
sponsored  by  the  Re- 
creation Music  Ad- 
visory Committee  in 
cooperation  with  the 
Music  Division  and 
were  held  at  several 
locations.  There 
were  additional  acti- 
vities at  Golden  Gate, 
Hamilton  and  Yerba 
Buena  Senior  Centers 
and  for  the  handi- 
capped at  Jackson 
Playground  and  Ocean 
View  Recreation  Center. 

Special  Summer  activi- 
ties included  the  ever 
popular  Stern  Grove 
Music  Festival,  folk 
guitar  workshops  at 
J. P.  Murphy  Playground 
and  the  Recreational 
Arts  Building,  the 
Blues  Concerts  at  McLaren  Park  Amphitheatre  and 
various  parks,  squares  and  recreation  centers. 


The  annual  Spring  Festival  at  Sigmund  Stern  Grove  featured  many  musical 
groups  from  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department.  In  addition,  there  were 
"Children's  Days"  at  Sharon  Meadow  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  two  concerts  by  the 
Recreation  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  annual  Christmas  Carol  Festival  in  the 
City  Hall  Rotunda  and  holiday  and  other  special  programs  at  recreation 
centers  and  playgrounds. 

Assistance  in  planning,  programming  and  presentation  of  musical  activities 
was  given  to  the  Drama  and  Dance,  Senior  Citizens  and  Tiny  Tots  and  Handi- 
capped Services  Divisions. 
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Camp  Mather 


San  Francisco 
residents  have  a 
"chance  to  get 
away  from  it 
all,"  and  at  a 
reasonable  cost. 
The  place  is 
Camp  Mather, 
operated  by  the 
Recreation  and 
Park  Department, 
in  the  High 
Sierras.   Loca- 
ted about  180 
miles  from  San 
Francisco,  Camp 
Mather  is  situa- 
ted on  the  rim 
of  the  Tuolumne 
River  Gorge. 
It  offers  a 
wide  range  of 
recreational 
activities  along 
with  scenic  beauty. 


Some  of  the  features  include: 

SWIMMING— At  both  Birch  Lake  and  a  pool  with  a  spacious  area  for  sun 
bathing. 

RECREATION  ACTIVITIES— Experienced  recreation  personnel  lead  group  games, 
organize  tournaments,  arrange  dances  and  set  up  many  other  programs  in- 
cluding campfires. 

HIKING— Numerous  mountain  trails  bring  the  vacationer  to  the  beauty  of 
the  High  Sierra.  Sunrise  Peak  and  Inspiration  Point  are  favorite  spots 
for  breath-taking  views  of  Hetch  Hetchy  Valley,  O'Shaughnessy  Dam  and  the 
Tuolumne  River  Gorge. 

GAMES — Facilities  are  available  for  tennis,  badminton,  table  tennis, 
horseshoes,  volleyball  and  Softball. 

HORSEBACK  RIDING— A  corral  concession  service  provides  horses  for  hire 
by  the  hour  or  day.  Special  events  such  as  breakfast  rides,  children's 
rides  and  pack  trips  are  offered  at  reasonable  rates. 
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FISHING— Opportunities  to 
land  "the  big  one"  abound 
along  the  banks  of  the 
South  and  Middle  Forks  of 
the  Tuolumne  River, 
Cottonwood  Creek  and  the 
shores  of  Hetch  Hetchy 
Lake. 

AUTO  TRIPS— Camp  Mather  is 
a  perfect  center  for 
sightseeing  and  Yosemite 
Valley  and  Cherry  Valley 
are  about  an  hour's  drive. 
A  one-day  trip  over  some 
of  the  most  scenic  roads 
in  the  High  Sierra  can 
take  one  to  May  Lake, 
Teneya  Lake,  Tuolumne 
Meadows  and  Tioga  Pass. 

There  are  simple  but  sub- 
stantial accomodations  at 
Camp  Mather.  Electrically- 
lighted  cabins  are  grouped 
in  groves  of  towering  pine, 
cedar  and  fir  trees.  Cabins 
vary  in  size  and  can  acco- 
modate families  and  groups. 
Three  substantial  meals  are 
served  daily,  cafeteria 
style.   In  addition,  there 
are  laundry  facilities. 

Camp  Mather  will  celebrate 
its  50th  season  in  1974, 
making  it  one  of  the 
oldest  such  facilities  in 
the  United  States. 


The  towering  pine,  cedar  and  fir  trees 
provide  an  ideal  setting  at  Camp  Mather. 
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Workreation 


The  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department  looks  to  the  future  with 
its  unique  Workreation  program.  This  program,  which  was  conducted  for  the 
thirteenth  Summer,  affords  an  opportunity  for  young  persons  to  work  in  the 
Department.  Not  only  does  Workreation  provide  young  men  and  women  with  a 
chance  to  earn  and  learn,  but  it  has  the  potential  of  inspiring  some  indi- 
viduals to  make  a  career  out  of  recreation  and  parks  service. 

This  past  Summer  saw  180  persons  employed  in  the  Workreation  program  for  a 
period  of  six  weeks.  They  were  on  the  job  for  four  hours  a  day  and  spent 
two  additional  hours  in  supervised  recreation. 

A  host  of  different  jobs  was  involved.  Many  worked  with  the  gardeners  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.  Others  were  assigned  to  the  nursery,  the  Conservatory, 
swimming  pools,  recreation  centers,  athletic  administrative  offices,  the 
business  division,  purchasing,  day  camps,  public  services  offices,  photo- 
graphy center,  drama  and  dance,  senior  citizens  centers  and  accounting. 

An  integral  part  of  the  program  is  the  preparation  of  the  Workreation  pay- 
roll and  so  students  were  assigned  to  the  Payroll  and  Personnel  Divisions 
specifically  for  this  purpose. 

A  concerted  effort  was  made  to  secure  qualified  and  interested  persons. 
Applications  were  sent  to  all  schools,  public  and  private,  and  school  voca- 
tional coun-    I 
selors  conducted 
interviews  to 
determine  which 
of  those  stu- 
dents interested 
would  benefit 
the  most  from 
the  program. 
Considered  were 
economic  need, 
social  need  for 
work  experience 
and  ability  to 
perform  a  job. 

The  schools  re- 
ferred prospec- 
tive Workrea- 
tion students  to 
a  final  screen- 
ing committee 
for  final  selec- 
tion. 
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Friends  of  Recreation,  Parks 


The  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment is  fortunate  to  have  a 
splendid  "back-up"  organization 
composed  of  civic-minded  indivi- 
duals called  "Friends  of  Recrea- 
tion and  Parks." 

The  Friends  have  a  two-fold  ob- 
jective: to  stimulate  involve- 
ment in  the  programs  and  activi- 
ties of  the  San  Francisco  Recrea- 
tion and  Park  Department  and  to 
generate  financial  support  for  a 
broad  range  of  recreational, 
horticultural,  educational, 
musical  and  cultural  programs  as 
a  nonprofit  organization. 

According  to  President  F,  Everett 
Cahill,  membership  in  the  Friends 
now  stands  at  287  individuals  and 
business  organizations.  Annual 
dues,  starting  at  $10,  are 
designed  to  accomodate  both  the 
average  citizen  and  the  large 
corporation.  Net  assets  are 
$56,358.80.  This  amount  includes 


A  concert  involving  selections 
from  Opera  was  held  by  the 
Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks 
on  Labor  Day  week  end  at  the 
Music  Concourse  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  with  an  estimated  14,000  in 
attendance.  The  San  Francisco 
Opera  Orchestra  was  under  the 
baton  of  Kurt  Herbert  Adler, 
General  Manager  of  the  Opera, 
while  the  featured  sololists  were 
Licia  Albanese  and  Luciano 
Pavarotti.  The  concert  was  pro- 
vided by  a  grant  from  the  San 
Francisco  Examiner  with  the 
cooperation  of  Local  No.  6  of 
the  American  Federation  of 
Musicians. 
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The  Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks  Second  Annual  Field  Day  drew  about 
3,000  young  persons  to  Kezar  Stadium  for  a  variety  of  activities.  The 
event,  which  marked  the  close  of  the  Summer  programs  at  the  playgrounds, 
was  underwritten  from  a  generous  donation  received  from  Walter  Shorenstein, 
a  former  President  of  the  Friends. 
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certain  designated  gifts  such  as  donations  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Chinese  Playground* 

Events  and  activities  over  the  past  year  included: 


SECOND  ANNUAL  CHAM- 
PAGNE RECEPTION, 
MAY  10--This  event 
at  the  Japanese 
Tea  Garden  in  Gol- 
den Gate  Park  for 
members  and  friends 
featured  Japanese 
music  and  dancing 
as  well  as  Japanese 
food. 

SECOND  ANNUAL 
FIELD  DAY,  AUGUST 
24 — As  a  wrap  up 
to  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Depart- 
ment's Summer  pro- 
gram, the  Second 
Annual  Friends  of 
Recreation  and 
Parks  Field  Day 
was  held  at  Kezar 
Stadium.  This 
event  was  a  play- 
day  for  San  Fran- 
cisco children 
seven  to  14  years 
of  age.  The  cost 
was  underwritten 
from  a  generous 
donation  by  Walter 
Shorenstein,  ex- 
President  of  the 
Friends. 

OPERA  IN  THE  PARK, 
SEPTEMBER  2— 
Under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  the 
Friends,  a  free 
Opera  Concert 
attracted  14,000 

persons  to  the  Music  Concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park  in  spite  of  overcast 
weather.  The  attractions  were  Madame  Licia  Albanese,  longtime  San  Francisco 
opera  favorite;  Luciano  Pavarotti,  one  of  the  world's  leading  tenors,  and 
the  65-piece  San  Francisco  Opera  Orchestra  under  the  baton  of  Kurt  Herbert 
Adler.  The  concert  was  made  possible  through  a  generous  donation  from  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner  Benefit  Fund  with  the  cooperation  of  Local  No.  6, 
American  Federation  of  Musicians. 


Among  those  participating  in  ground-breaking  cere- 
monies for  a  new  Opera  Garden  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
were  Joseph  Caverly,  left,  General  Manager  of  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department,  and  Mayor  Joseph 
L.  Alioto.  Construction  of  the  Garden,  located  in 
the  Strybing  Arboretum,  was  made  possible  through 
a  gift  to  the  Friends  from  Mrs.  Robert  Watt  Miller, 
widow  of  the  late  President  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  the  San  Francisco  Opera  Association. 
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Colorful  drummers,  dancers  added  spice  to  gathering 
of  Friends  at  Japanese  Tea  Garden.  Similar  fetes 
are  planned  for  this  year. 


OPERA  GARDEN  GROUNDBREAKING,  SEPTEMBER  2— Following  the  Opera  in  the  Park  Con- 
cert, ground  was  broken  for  a  new  Opera  Garden  in  the  Strybing  Arboretum.  The 
Garden,  which  will  feature  trees,  plants  and  flowers  with  special  significence 
to  opera,  is  under  construction  on  a  site  about  one-half  acre  in  size  in  a 
previously  undeveloped  area  of  the  Arboretum.  Construction  funds  are  pro- 
vided by  the  Friends  in  memory  of  the  late  Robert  Watt  Miller,  long-time 
President  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  San  Francisco  Opera  Association. 

NEW  DONATION  FOR  CHINESE  PLAYGROUND— A  major  donation  of  $20,000,  earmarked 
for  improvements  to  the  Chinese  Playground,  was  received  for  the  second  year 
in  a  row  from  a  donor  who  prefers  to  remain  anqnymous.  Working  with  community 
groups,  in  particular  the  Committee  for  Better  Parks  and  Playgrounds  in  China- 
town, planning  now  is  underway  for  improvements  at  the  Playground  which  will 
include  a  new  recreation  building.  Earlier  this  year,  new  and  innovative 
playground  apparatus  was  installed.  Funding  was  from  a  combination  of  a 
Federal  grant  and  a  $40,000  gift  from  the  same  donor. 

ADOPT  A  PARK  PROGRAM— The  "Adopt  a  Park"  program  of  the  Friends  and  the  San 
Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce  continued  to  make  progress.   Installation  of 
play  apparatus  was  recently  completed  at  Mission  Playground,  19th  and  Linda 
Streets.   Funding  included  a  $10,000  donation  from  Foremost-McKesson.   New 
apparatus  has  been  ordered. for  Alta  Plaza  with  funding  to  come  from  a  $5,000 
donation  from  Fireman's  Fund-American.  The  Hyatt  Hotels  have  pledged  $5,000 
for  new  apparatus  at  Almo  Square.  Gilbraltar  Savings  and  Loan  has  committed 
$5,000  toward  improving  the  play  area  in  Golden  Gate  Park  at  South  Drive  near 
19th  Avenue.  ' 
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PLAYGROUNDS 

Unit 

Attendance 

Unit 

Attendance 

Alta  Plaza 

27,292 

Laurel  Hill 

25,257 

Aptos 

20,841 

Lee,  Joseph 

97,490 

Argonne 

38,380 

McCoppin  Square 

20,522 

Balboa 

39,183 

Merced  Heights 

38,084 

Bay view 

7,335 

Midtown  Terrace 

34,153 

Bernal  Heights 

44,872 

Miraloma 

21,099 

Big  Rec 

102,019 

Mission  Dolores 

60,222 

Cabrillo 

34,335 

Mission 

36,133 

Cayuga 

44,549 

Mountain  Lake 

14,876 

Chalmers,  Alice 

53,089 

Murphy,  J. P. 

34,776 

Chinese  Recreation 

Center  108,417 

Noe  Valley  Courts 

16,300 

Chinese  Playground 

57,747 

North  Beach 

222,881 

Cow  Hollow 

21,170 

Ocean  View 

151,898 

Crocker  Amazon 

116,262 

Panhandle 

49,349 

Christopher,  George 

28,618 

Parkside  Square 

70,027 

Douglass 

74,683 

Peixotto,  Sidney 

2,831 

Duboce 

34,367 

Portola 

95,647 

Eureka  Valley 

105,268 

Potrero  Hill 

51,510 

Excelsior 

48,061 

Presidio  Heights 

14,833 

Folsom 

39,821 

Richmond 

35,553 

Fulton 

25,426 

Rochambeau 

38,471 

Funston 

204,708 

Rolph,  James,  Jr. 

143,209 

Garfield 

47,496 

Rossi ,  Angel o,  J. 

59,955 

Gil man 

2,896 

St.  Mary's 

147,895 

Glen  Park 

145,767 

Silver  Terrace 

48,719 

Golden  Gate  Tennis 

Courts  139,967 

South  Park 

10,382 

Grattan 

36,840 

South  Sunset 

36,998 

Hami 1  ton 

167,677 

Stern  Grove 

32,753 

Hayes  Valley 

52,092 

Strauss,  Levi 

11,643 

Hayward  Boys 

53,311 

Sunset 

117,407 

Hayward  Girls 

46,482 

Sunnyside 

31,209 

Herz,  Francis  J. 

25,033 

Sutter,  Louis 

45,477 

Jackson 

21,145 

Upper  Noe 

109,463 

Junipero  Serra 

38,792 

Visitacion  Valley 

11,864 

Kahn,  Julius 

47,040 

Wawona  Annex 

13,154 

Kimbell,  Raymond 

10,537 

West  Portal 

18,989 

Lafayette 

25,165 

West  Sunset 

81,165 

Larsen 

55,524 

Wills,  Helen 

84,657 

TOTAL 

4,329,058 
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HOUSING  CENTERS 

Unit  Attendance 

Hunters  Point  Gymnasium  23,897 

Hunters  Point  Recreation  Center  (Milton  Meyer)  90,743 

Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center  20,496 

TOTAL  135,136 

AQUATICS 


Aquatic  Park 

126, ( 

590 

Balboa  Pool 

167,042 

Bessie  Carmichael  Pool  (Portable) 

1,806 

Chinese  Pool  (Portable) 

3,033 

Coffman  Pool 

124,751 

Garfield  Pool 

117,374 

Hamilton  Pool 

70,124 

Lake  Merced  Sports  Center 

146,356 

Larsen  Pool 

209,223 

Martin  Luther  King  Pool 

22,796 

Mission  Pool 

21 ,( 

502 

RECAPITULATION 

Playgrounds 

4,329 

,058 

Housing  Centers 

135 

,136 

Aquatics 

1,322 

,829 

Miscellaneous  Facilities  and  Activities 

1,624 

,501 

(does  not  include  Golden  Gate  Park) 
TOTAL 

7,411 

524 

Nor 

'th  Beach  Pool 

131 ,( 

D34 

Phelan  Beach 

48,783 

Rossi  Pool 
TOTAL 

132,215 
1,322,829 

MISCELLANEOUS  FACILITIES  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Camp  Mather 

24,748 

Drama  Center 

6,040 

Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center 

66,991 

Mobile  Unit  #1 

7,833 

Mobile  Unit  #2 

6,209 

Music  Center 

5,831 

Phc 

tography  Center 

54, 

380 
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Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum 

64,426 

Rifle  Range 

15,668 

Stern  Grove  Annex 

5,284 

Stern  Grove  Concerts 

142,552 

Pine  Lake  Day  Camp 

5,271 

Silver  Tree  Day  Camp 

10,239 

Senior  Citizens  Hobby  Show 

1,439 

Carnival   Day 

2,893 

May  Day  Celebration 

367 

San  Francisco  Zoo 

1,204,330 

TOTAL 

1,624,501 
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Honorable  Joseph  L.  Alioto 

Mayor,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

City  Hall 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Dear  Mayor  Alioto: 

We  are  pleased  and  proud  to  present  our  report  on  the 
activities  and  operations  of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  from  July  1,  1973  to  June  30,  1974. 

Under  the  stewardship  of  your  Recreation  and  Park  Com- 
mission, the  Department  experienced  one  of  the  most 
productive  and  significant  years  in  its  history.   Mr. 
Joseph  Caverly,  the  General  Manager,  and  the  members 
of  his  staff  are  to  be  commended  for  their  devoted 
service  to  the  people  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francis  co . 


Also,  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the  fine 
efforts  of  the  Mayor's  office,  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
other  elected  officials  and  all  other  departments  of  the 
City  and  County  Government  for  their  efforts  in  helping 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  continue  its  fine 
work  of  serving  the  recreational  and  park  needs  of  every 
age  group  and  in  every  section  of  San  Francisco. 

Sincere ly , 


fli*^     U^T^r^u^ 


Loris  DiGrazi  a 
President 


LORIS  DiGRAZIA 
President 


EUGENE  L.  FRIEND 
Vice  -  President 


C.  R.  JOHNSON 


GEORGE  P.  THOMAS 


MRS.  J  EUGENE  McATEER 


LUCIEN  A.  SABELLA     MRS.  CARMEN  J.  DOMINGUEZ 


MRS.  KATHERINE  COLZANI 
Secret  ary 
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General  Manager's  Message 


has  be 
the  co 
and  th 
t  inue 


Dear  Citi  zens  : 

From  the  standpoint  of  service  to  the  com- 
munity, the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  can  be  justly  proud  of  what 
it  has  accomplished  the  past  year.   Its 
operations  have  affected  all  positively. 
The  scope  of  the  program  has  been  immense 
and  continues  to  grow.   This  you  will  dis- 
cover as  you  review  the  succeeding  pages. 
All  of  this  has  been  accomplished  in  spite 
of  the  pressures  of  inflation  and  the  added 
demands  stemming  from  shortages  and  costs 
of  fuel  and  gasoline  and  the  continuing 
growth  of  more  and  more  leisure  time  for 
all.   We  actually  envision  even  better  ser- 
vice in  the  near  future.   The  experience  of 
working  in  San  Francisco  the  past  six  years 
en  immensely  satisfying  because  of  the  special  quality  of 
mmunity  combined  with  the  unwavering  support  of  the  Mayor 
e  Recreation  and  Park  Commission.   I  know  they  will  con- 
to  do  their  utmost  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  residents. 


Very  truly  yours, 


RECREATION  AND  PARK  DEPARTMENT1 
Joseph  Caverly 
General  Manager 


JOSEPH  MISURACA 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 

LEONARD  FITZPATRICK,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 

THOMAS  W.  MALLOY,  Executive 
Assistant  to  General  Manager 

PAUL  J.  YUKE 
Business  Manager 

JOHN  J.  SPRING 
Zoo  Director 


EMMETT  O'DONNELL 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

CARL  POCH,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

CLYDE  DIETZEN,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

HERBERT  THOMSEN,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

JOHN  E.  BRYAN 

Director,  Strybing  Arboretum 


BOB  HULEN,  Assistant  to 
General  Manager  -  Public  Service 


Workmen  have  been  busy  on  a  restoration  project  at  the  Palace  of 
Fine  Arts,  lone  remaining  structure  from  the  1915  World  Fair. 


Parks 


Emmett  O'Donnell 
Super intendent 

Construction,  main- 
tenance and  rehabi- 
litation of  San 
Francisco's  fine 
system  of  parks 
continued  at  a 
heavy  pace  over  the 
past  year  despite 
increased  demands 
from  the  public 
accompanied  by  pro- 
blems caused  by 
inflation  and  the 
energy  crisis.   As 
always,  financially 
depressed  times 
bring  persons  of 
all  ages  and  from 
all  sections  of  the 
City  to  the  parks 
in  record  numbers. 
An  example  might  be  the 
were  involved  in  softbal 
in  additional  efforts  by 


A  plaque  honoring  the  late  Makoto 
Hagiwara  for  his  long  years  of  service 
operating  the  Japanese  Tea  Garden  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  was  installed  near 
the  entrance  to  the  Garden.   Attending 
the  dedication  ceremonies  were  grand- 
children of  Hagiwara  and  artist  Ruth 
Osawa,  the  plaque  designer. 

use  of  softball  diamonds.   More  teams 
1  play  than  at  any  other  time  resulting 
the  grounds  keepers. 


The  energy  crisis  brought  substantial  cuts  in  the  use  of  electri- 
city and  natural  gas.   There  was  a  reduction  in  the  lighting  of 
Coit  Tower,  Mt .  Davidson  and  tennis  courts  along  with  a  cutback 
in  thermostat  settings  to  68  degrees.   The  traditional  Christmas 
tree,  a  100-foot  Monterey  cypress  in  front  of  McLaren  Lodge,  was 
not  lit  but  was  decorated  with  ornaments  designed  to  reflect 
automobile  lights.   The  ornaments  were  constructed  by  the  crew  of 
the  USS  Coral  Sea.   Safety  and  security  lighting  was  not  eliminated 
The  result  was  the  use  reduction  in  one  month  of  41,000  kilowatt 
hours  and  18,965  therms. 

Construction  and  rehabilitation  projects  covered  a  wide  range. 
Virtually  every  phase  of  park  activity  was  involved. 

Two  major  rehabilitation  projects  were  completed  at  the  Chinese 
and  Mission  Playgrounds  and  were  made  possible  through  private 
gifts  to  the  Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks.   Work  was  started 
on  the  refurbishing  of  the  Joseph  Lee  Recreation  Center.   The 
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lighting  systems  at  Margaret  Hayward  and  Funston  Playgrounds  for 
night  Softball  play  were  revamped  and  augmented  and  the  Marconi 
Monument  near  Coit  Tower  was  restored. 

In  terms  of  new  construction,  there  was  development  of  Palou- 
Jennings  Park  and  Ridgepoint  Plaza  in  the  Hunters  Point  area. 
Work  was  completed  on  miniparks  on  Seward  Street,  at  24th  and 
York  Streets  and  on  Broadway  between  Leavenworth  and  Hyde  Streets 
Lighting  and  irrigation  systems  were  installed  at  many  locations 
including  Civic  Center  Plaza  and  Washington  Square.   At  the  Zoo, 
the  facelifting  of  the  Asian  Elephant  Grotto  was  dedicated  and 
work  was  virtually  completed  on  the  new  animal  hospital.   The 
hippopotamus  compound  was  revamped. 

Other  important  construction  projects  included: 

--Completion  of  the  major  portion  of  a  bicycle  path  around 
Lake  Merced. 

--Installation  of  a  vessel  waste  discharge  system  and 
dredging  at  the  Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor. 


--Constructi  on 
Extension  near 
stick  included 


of  a  pedestrian  overpass  at  Jamestown  Avenue 
Candlestick  Park.  Other  projects  at  Candle- 
installation  of  special  roll-up  doors  and 


waterproofing  of  areas  of  recent  construction 


All  of  this  was  accompanied  by  the  efforts  of  many 
dedicated  employes  who  keep  the  park  system  in  oper 
are  the  gardeners  and  nurserymen  who  care  for  the  p 
and  other  grassy  areas,  the  trees,  flowers  and  plan 
the  maintenance 
workers  from 
the  building 
trades- -the 
carpenters ,  the 
plumbers ,  the 
painters ,  the 
e  lectrici  ans , 
the  sheet- 
metal  crafts- 
men.  There 
are  the 

mechanical  and 
st  at ionary 
engineers  and 
the  heavy 
equipment 
operators  in- 
volved in 
trucking , 
grading,  pav- 
ing, street 
cleaning  and 
the  collection 
of  garbage. 
There  are  the 
tree  trimmers 
and  the  grass- 
cutting  crews . 
They  make  it 
possible  for 
the  parks  to 
serve  the 
leisure  time 
needs  of  all 
citi  zens . 


skilled  and 
ation.   There 
laying  fields 
ts .   There  are 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Koshland  stand  on  a  plot 
of  ground  at  Page  and  Buchanan  Streets  pre- 
sented by  their  children  to  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  for  a  park  site  as  a 
present  honoring  the  84th  birthday  of  their 
father.   The  younger  Koshlands  also  presented 
funds  for  park  development  and  will  work  with 
neighborhood  residents  on  project  planning. 


Conservatory 

Clarence  Shaw 
Chief  Nurseryman 

The  Conservatory,  a  structure  which  houses  a  continous  tropical 
garden  and  flower  show,  is  the  oldest  existing  building  in  Golden 
Gate  Park.   A  California  historical  landmark,  it  probably  is  the 
most  outstanding  example  of  Victorian  architecture  in  the  Bay 
Area.   It  houses  a  continuing  display  of  foliage  plants,  ferns 
and  orchids.   It  features  a  rotating,  seasonal  display  of  cyclamen, 
cinerarias,  Easter  lilies,  calceolaria,  schizanthus,  tuberous 
begonias,  chrysanthemums  and  poinsettias. 

The  building  was  purchased  in  England  by  an  early  civic  benefactor, 
James  Lick,  but  remained  in  its  shipping  crates  at  Lick's  San  Jose 
home  until  after  his  death  in  1876.   Finally,  after  a  series  of 
financial  transactions  which  included  help  from  the  California 
Legislature,  construction  of  the  Conservatory  was  completed  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  in  1879.   It  was  partially  rebuilt  after  a  fire 
in  1883. 
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Miss  Christmas  Season, 
Rebecca  Yahr,  cuts  the 
ribbon  to  open  the  annual 
Holiday  display  of 
poinsettias. 


Once  again  the  building  is  in  need 
of  repair  and  the  San  Francisco 
Garden  Club  has  taken  on  rehabili- 
tation as  a  special  project. 
Through  two  events  plus  donations, 
the  Garden  Club  has  raised  more 
than  $7,500. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  Garden 
Club  and  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  resulted  this  past  year 
in  a  National  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Grant  of  $19,666  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  the 
Interior  through  the  California 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department. 
With  matching  funds,  this  money 
will  be  used  to  repair  the  Dome 
Room . 

The  Conservatory  remains  one  of 
the  top  attractions  in  Golden  Gate 
Park.   More  than  500,000  persons 
visited  the  premises  in  the  past 
year.   About  240,000  of  them  came 
in  about  4,800  buses,  many  of  them 
chartered  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  visiting  the  Conservatory. 

The  many  visitors  were  able  to 
view  11,000  plants  in  major  sea- 
sonal exhibits  in  the  West  Wing 
and  1,300  plants  in  minor  seasonal 
exhibits  in  other  areas.   Year- 
around  exhibits  consisted  of  1,500 
orchids  and  four  rooms  of  tropical 
plants  including  ferns. 

Seasonal  displays  planned  for  the 
coming  year  are  cyclamen,  cinerar- 
ias, Easter  lilies,  calceolaria, 
schizanthus,  tuberous  begonias, 
chrysanthemums  and  poinsettias. 

Special  tours  are  conducted  by  the 
Garden  Club  on  week  days.   They 
are  limited  to  groups  of  20  or 
less  but  consecutive  tours  can  be 
provided  to  accommodate  larger 
groups.   Tours  are  by  appointment 
and  requests  should  be  made  at 
least  two  weeks  in  advance. 


Strybing  Arboretum 


John  E.  Bryan 
Di  rector 


The  Strybing  Arboretum,  located  in  Golden  Gate  Park  near  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way,  now  is  one  of  the  top  horticultural 
features  in  the  Bay  Area. 


During  the  past  year,  with  the  attendant  fuel  crisis,  the  number 
of  visitors  greatly  increased.   There  also  was  increased  use  by 
students.   This  is  in  keeping  with  the  function  of  an  arboretum 
as  a  "library  of  living  plants"  for  all  interested.   This  not 
only  includes  botanists  but  all  who  enjoy  the  marvels  of  the 
plant  world. 

Improving  the  collection  and  increasing  the  diversity  of  plants 
continues.  During  the  past  year,  more  than  500  different  trees 
and  shrubs  were  planted  while  276  were  grown  in  the  nursery. 


rt 


■r>wmm&'-'- 


~w  c jtS? 


'J^'^wBP'*''^K5K', 


The  completion  of  the  road 
connecting  the  Arboretum  with 
the  John  Muir  Nature  Trail 
has  opened  another  section 
for  planting.   Clearing  the 
overgrown  vegetation  is  a 
continuing  operation  and  it 
is  hoped  this  climatically- 
favored  area  will  be  planted 
with  an  outstanding  collec- 
tion of  rhododendrons  and 
additions  to  the  already 
fine  collection  of  magnolias.      The  Arboretum  often  is  used  as 

site  for  commercial  filming. 
The  Arboretum  has  world  fame. 

There  were  visitors  from  more  than  40  countries.   Many  would  not 
have  included  San  Francisco  in  their  itinerary  if  it  were  not 
for  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Arboretum. 


The    Alice    Eastwood   Garden    was  dedicated  as  a  gift  from  the  San 
Francisco  Garden  Club.   It  is  a  fine  addition  to  the  Sunset 
Demonstration    Gardens .       Emphasis  always  is  on  showing  ideas  and 
this  new  garden  will  inspire  San  Francisco  residents  to  create 
something  of  beauty. 

For  years,  the  erosion  of  the  bank  of  the  large  pond  in  the 

Arboretum  has  created  a 

problem  compounded  by 

the  children  who  like  toj 

feed  the  ducks  and  geese| 

Thanks  to  a  generous 

gi  f t  by  Mrs .  E .  E  . 

Brownell,  there  now  is 

a  pebble  and  concrete 

edge  . 

Tiie  nursery  also  has 
been  improved  through 
the  generosity  of  the 
Strybing  Arboretum 
Society.   New  paths  and 
beds  of  gravel  for 
standing  out  an  ever -in 
creasing  number  of 
plants  have  been  added. 
A  new  potting  shed  and 
additions  to  the  lath 
house  have  improved 
working  conditions. 


Sunset   Magazine >    pub- 
lished by  Lane    Books 


Tours  are  given  by  Docents  at  the 
Strybing  Arboretum  Society  at  1:30  p.m. 
Tuesdays  through  Saturdays.   Here  a 
group  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons  receive 
detailed  explanations  of  the  wonders 
of  the  Sunset  Demonstation  Gardens. 


of  Menlo  Park,  has  shown  a  fine  interest  in  the  Arboretum.  This 
was  particularly  noticeable  when  the  Bay  area  was  host  last  year 
to  the  regional  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Botanical 
Gardens  and  Arboreta.   Several  members  of  the  Arboretum  staff 
gave  talks  and  led  tours.   Without  exception,  both  professionals 
and  amateurs  attending  the  meeting  gave  high  praise  to  the 

gardeners . 

Trials  of  bulbs  from  Holland 
and  from  United  States 
growers  continue.   This  is 
important  both  to  producers 
and  consumers.   The  Arbore- 
tum provides  a  fair  trial 
ground  for  Bay  Area  nur- 
series for  introductions  of 
trees . 

The  director  made  many  tele- 
vision appearances.   Plant 
material  was  shown  and  dis- 
cussed.  Thus  persons  with 
little  conception  about  the 
Arboretum  were  reached  and 
encouraged  to  visit 
the  collection  of 
plants  from  around  the 
world . 


The  many  good  things 
that  happen  at  the 
Arboretum  would  not 
occur  without  the  sup- 
port of  the  Strybing 
Society.   The  members 
are  constant,  the 
Docents  who  lead  tours 
are  untiring  and  the 
volunteers  who  contri- 
bute time  are  invalu- 
able.  The  Society's 
educational  programs 
have  multiplied.   Field 
trips  are  scheduled  on 
a  regular  basis  and 
participants  provide 
encouraging  statistics. 

Margery  Crawford,  the 
Educational  Coordinator, 
has  coalesced  the 
scattered  activities  and 
with  the  help  of  various 


The  Arthur  L.  Menzies  Garde 
cated  in  memory  Qf  the  late 
Director  of  the  Arboretum, 
priest  officiated  at  a  cere 
Moon  Viewing  Garden  when  a 
the  enhancement  of  the  Gard 
ceived  from  the  Sanwa  Bank. 
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private  foundations  has  set  up  practical  programs. 

The    Helene    Crocker   Russell    Library    of  Horticulture    has  enjoyed 
increased  use.   A  delightful  building,  it  is  ideal  for  research, 
Mrs.  Cabot  Brown  deserves  commendation  for  her  library  work. 

Recent  publications  of  the  Society  include  "Eat    a   Native,"    "Sex 


D-OCENT  GUIDED  TOURS 

Regular  Adul t 
Speci  a  1  Adul t 
School  Tours 


In  servi  ce  trai  ni  ng 
Self-guided  groups 
From  other  countries 
Lectures 
Field  trips 


Volunteer  hours 


NO.  OF  TOURS 

215 
28 
Science  resource  center 
Other  schools  by  reser- 

vati  ons 
John  Kipping 


40 

52 
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PARTICIPANTS 


1 
1 
1 

,075 
,182 

,935 

1 

,868 
600 

2 

60 
,505 

2 

,080 
208 

Total   11,513 
15,000 


and    the    Single    Flower,"    "Plant    Traveler,"    "Animals    in    the 
Arboretum"    and  "Coloring   Book."      The  latter  used  drawings  of 
many  plants  in  the  Arboretum.   These  books  are  used  to  teach 
children  the  fascinating  workings  of  plants. 

Looking  to  the  future,  it  is  hoped  that  soon  programs  for  in- 
creased labelling  of  plants  will  be  initiated.   This  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  incoming  Assistant  Director.   Art  Menzies,  the 
Assistant  Director  who  died  early  in  1973,  is  missed.   That 
Art  was  we  1 1 -es teemed  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  contribu- 
tions towards  the  Arthur   Menzies    Collection    of   California   Plants 
which  was  dedicated  this  year. 


Gladioli  tria  1  s 
and  bedding  plants 
enhance  the 
Arboretum  entrance 
area . 


Hall  of  Flowers 
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More  than  25,000  persons  viewed  a 
Soviet  Youth  exhibit  at  the  Hall 
of  Flowers  which  featured  photo 
montages  and  handicrafts.   At  the 
close  of  the  exhibit,  the  visitors 
received  many  gifts  of  apprecia- 
tion including  San  Francisco's 
own  Levis. 

John  E.  Bryan 
Building  Manager 

The  increased  use  in  recent  years 
of  the  Hall  of  Flowers  at  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  is  indicated  by  the 
greatly  increased  revenue.   Flower 
clubs,  churches,  arts  and  crafts 
guilds,  the  consular  corps  are  a 
few  of  the  diverse  groups  who 
rent  the  facility.   Various  gov- 
ernment examinations  also  are 
held  in  the  building. 
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Plant  and  rummage  sales  lure  thousands  to  the  Hall  of  Flowers 

The  outstanding  use  this  past  year  was  for  a  Soviet  Youth  exhibit 
which  was  part  of  the  cultural  exchange  program  between  the 
United  States  and  the  USSR.   San  Francisco  was  one  of  seven 
American  Cities  to  be  visited  by  this  exhibition.   It  lured  more 
than  25,000  to  the  Hall  of  Flowers  for  the  top  tour  attendance. 

A  complement  to  the  Strybing  Arboretum,  the  Hall  of  Flowers  serves 
more  than  22  garden  clubs  as  a  meeting  place.   Highlight  of  flower 
club  activities  is  the  San  Francisco  County  Flower  Show  (County 
Fair).   It  has  been,  however,  closely  rivalled  by  the  Rose  Show, 
the  Orchid  Show  and  the  Rhododendron  Show. 

The  most  hectic  scene  last  year  came  when  the  Strybing  Arboretum 
Society  held  its*  annual  plant  sale.   Crowds  started  to  line  up  in 
front  of  the  building  at  7:30  a.m.  for  a  10  a.m.  opening.   The  line 
eventually  extended  for  blocks. 

Bookings  for  the  Hall  of  Flowers  are  accepted  more  than  a  year  in 
advance.  More  than  100,000  persons  attended  more  than  500  events 
last  year . 

Public  lectures  given  at  the  Hall  of  Flowers  by  the  Strybing 
Arboretum  Society  are  popular.   A  series  of  night  lectures  was 
another  first  last  year.   The  fact  that  the  Hall  of  Flowers  is 
used  both  during  the  day  and  evening  indicates  its  value  to  the 
citizens  of  San  Francisco. 
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The  many  moods  created  by  music  are  reflected  by  some  of  the 
many  listeners  at  one  of  the  Stern  Grove  Summer  Festival  concerts 


Stern  Grove 


The  Stern  Grove  Music  Festival,  familiarly  known  as  "Sunday  in 
the  Grove,"  is  one  of  the  West's  oldest  and  most  picturesque 
annual  Mid-Summer  events.   Since  1939,  millions  have  experienced 
and  delighted  in  the  festival's  admission  free  performances  on 
Sunday  afternoons  in  a  beautiful  natural  amphitheater  surrounded 
by  eucalyptus,  redwood  and  fir  trees.   Concert  goers  arrive  early 
at  Stern  Grove  to  picnic  before  enjoying  musical  entertainment 
in  an  unsurpassed  setting. 

Performances  in  the  Grove  include  musical  comedies,  opera,  sym- 
phonic concerts,  the  dance  and  traditional  and  contemporary  jazz. 
Many  young  artists  got  a  start  at  the  Grove  and  established 
artists  of  international  fame  make  regular  appearances. 

The  grove  was  a  gift  in  1931  by  Mrs.  Sigmund  Stern  as  a  memorial 
to  her  husband.   Both  of  the  Sterns  were  among  San  Francisco's 
most  distinguished  civic  leaders  in  the  first  decades  of  the  20th 
Century.   In  1938,  Mrs.  Stern,  President  of  the  Recreation  Com- 
mission for  many  years,  founded  the  Stern  Grove  Festival  Asso- 
ciation which  has  provided  the  concert  performances  for  the  past 
36  years  in  conjunction  with  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 

The  Festival  is  supported  by  the  donations  of  public  spirited 
individuals  and  businesses  throughout  the  Bay  Area  as  well  as 
gifts  of  those  attending  individual  concerts. 
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Golden  Gate  Promenade 


Writer  Margot  Patterson  Doss  and  Mayor  Joseph  L.  Alioto  lead 
more  than  1,000  marchers  from  historic  Fort  Point  on  the  first 
official  walk  along  the  Golden  Gate  Promenade. 

A  dramatic,  new,  3-1/2  mile  walk  along  the  north  beaches  of  San 
Francisco  Bay  has  been  established  through  the  combined  efforts 
of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department,  the  Mayor's  Office,  the 
Redevelopment  Agency,  the  Planning  Department  and  three  federal 
agencies.   The  Golden  Gate  Promenade  extends  from  historic  Fort 
Point  beneath  the  South  Tower  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  to 
Aquatic  Park  through  properties  of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department,  the  Army,  the  Coast  Guard  and  the  Golden  Gate 
National  Recreation  Area. 


The  walk  winds  from  Fort  Point,  the  only  one  of  several  harbor- 
protecting  forts  erected  just  before  the  Civil  War  to  remain 
intact  in  its  original  state,  past  the  venerable  Fort  Point 
Coast  Guard  Station  and  the  Crissy  Field  portion  of  the  Presidio 
to  the  Marina  Green  and  the  Yacht  Harbor  and  finally  through 
Fort  Mason  before  reaching  Muni  Pier  and  Aquatic  Park.   Both 
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ends  of  the  walk  are  readily  accessible  to  public  transportation. 
The  walk  can  be  made  in  either  direction  and  in  part. 

The  Promenade  was  dedicated  on  a  beautiful  Fall  morning  with 
special  ceremonies  at  Fort  Point  and  a  special  walk  led  by  Mayor 
Joseph  L.  Alioto  and  Margot  Patterson  Doss,  noted  writer  about 
outdoor  and  environmental  activities  - -particular ly  walks.   Keep- 
ing with  the  pace  set  by  the  leaders  to  the  music  of  a  bagpipe 
were  about  2,000  persons  including  the  Mayor  of  Sausalito, 
wheeling  her  10-speed  bicycle,  and  dignitaries  from  the  Presidio 
and  the  Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area.   The  dedication 
came  shortly  after  a  fence  was  built  with  about  $25,000  in  city 
funds  to  separate  Crissy  Field  of  the  Presidio  from  the  adjacent 
sandy  beach. 

Establishment  of  the  Golden  Gate  Promenade  marks  the  first  step 
in  a  program  to  return  a  portion  of  their  environmental  heritage 
to  the  people  of  San  Francisco.   The  Bay  front  is  rich  in  scenic 
splendor  with  long  curves  of  sandy  shore  and  gentle  turf,  heavily 
wooded  paths  across  the  face  of  rocky  bluffs  and  delightful  vista 
points  where  the  movements  of  the  many  ships  in  the  Bay  can  be 
followed.   From  the  bluffs  above,  the  DeAnza  party  first  saw  the 
stunning  panorama  of  the  Bay.   John  C.  Fremont  built  his  first 
California  house  on  these  bluffs. 

Mayor  Alioto  has  called  the  program  "bold  and  imaginative."   He 
said  that  "It  requires  the  active  cooperation  of  many  city,  state 
and  federal  agencies." 
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Zoo 


John  J.  Spring 
Di  rector 

This  past  year  has  seen  the 
coordination  of  efforts  by 
all  public  and  private 
agencies  and  organizations 
interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  San  Francisco  Zoo.   The 
result  has  been  continued 
improvement  in  all  aspects 
of  the  Zoo's  operations. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
collection  had  1,050  speci- 
mens and  314  species.   Many 
of  the  animals  were  members 
of  endangered  species  and  the 
breeding  program  involving 
those  animals  was  highly 
success  f ul . 

There  were  improvements  and 
additions  to  the  facilities. 
The  Recreation  and  Park  De- 
partment adopted  a  new  set 
of  objectives  and  policies. 

The  new  endangered  species 

animals  included  the  first 

survival  of  a  polar  bear  cub 

in  San  Francisco,  the  birth 

of  Troika,  a  Siberian  tiger; 

and  the  arrival  of  Sunshine, 

the  latest  member  of  the 

lowland  gorilla  family.   Other 

births  of  interest  included  peccaries 

and  two  giraffes  (Amy  and  Lora) . 


The  popular  Zoomobile  visits 
Commodore  Stockton  School 
students  studying  nature  in 
Golden  Gate  Park. 

a  hippopotamus  (Pegasus) 


Most  important  addition  to  facilities  was  the  work  on  a  much- 
needed  new  animal  hospital.   At  the  close  of  the  reporting  period, 
most  of  the  construction  had  been  completed.   Another  important 
project  was  the  completion  of  facelifting  at  the  Asian  Elephant 
Grotto. 

Additions  to  the  collection  were  in  keeping  with  the  new  objec- 
tives and  policies.   Most  notable  acquisition  was  Ellie,  a  black 
rhinoceros,  who  was  flown  from  Nairobi,  Kenya,  to  join  her  new 
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mate,  Stonewall,  a  long- 
time Zoo  Resident. 
Ellie  was  purchased  with 
funds  provided  by  the 
San  Francisco  Zoological 
Society. 

The  objectives,  adopted 
after  a  public  hearing, 
include : 

--Enhancement  of 
Visitor  Interest 

--Excellence  Through 
Special izati  on . 


■Achievement  of  Op 
mum  Standards  in 
Animal  Care  and 
Wei  fare . 


t1-*: 


■Meeting  the  Needs  of 
the  Future. 


Docent  Noel  Messenger  plays  with 
Troika,  the  new  Siberian  tiger,  while 
Bryce,  the  new  polar  bear,  enjoys 
lunch  with  his  mother. 


--Research  Opportuni 
ties. 

The  objectives  are 
exclusive  of  each 
other  and  have 
equal  importance 
and  priority. 

John  J.  Spring, 
previously  the 
Acting  Director, 
was  named  the  per-  fe^,-"^. 
manent  head  man. 
A  veterinarian,  Dr  .  g^3 
William  Mottram, 
and  a  Zoologist , 
Bob  McMorris,  were 
hired  on  a  full- 
time  basis.   Their 
Salaries  are  funded  ^3i£3rM 
by  admission  re- 
ceipts.  The  re- 
ceipts also  pro- 
vided the  source 
of  money  for  the       — . 
building  and  equip-  g| 
ing  of  the  animal 
hospital . 
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James  L.  Ludwig  succeeded  Edgar  Stone  as  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  the  San  Francisco  Zoological  Society.   Membership  in  the 
Society  increased  a  third  and  there  was  an  expansion  of  the 
society  activities.   A  full-time  community  relations  expert, 
Peggy  Burks,  was  hired,  Sunday  tours  were  instituted  and  there 
was  an  expansion  of  the  educational  program.   The  Zoomobile 
under  the  direction  of  Lora  LaMarca  brought  small  animals  for 
examination  by  about  10,000  third  graders  in  all  sections  of  the 
city.   The  vehicle  used  in  the  program  was  donated  by  the  Coca 
Cola  Company. 


The  Docent  Council  was  extremely  busy. 
The  devoted  members  conducted  tours  for 
more  than  25,000  persons.   Council 
officers  were  Pat  Sonnenberg  (Mrs. 
Hartwig),  President;  Mavis  Lang  (Mrs. 
Elwood),  Vice  President;  Sonia 
Sandstrom  (Mrs.  Robert),  Treasurer; 
Sandy  DeLorimer  (Mrs.  Alfred),  Secre- 
tary; Dixie  Easterby  (Mrs.  Lloyd),  Jo 
Ann  Harley  (Mrs.  Alan)  and  Ann  Hale 
(Mrs.  George),  Board  members. 

General  Manager  Joseph 
Caverly  accepts  a  baby 
goat  from  Captain  Tom 
Rogers  ,  a  gift  by  the 
crew  of  the  USS  Coral 
Sea  to  the  Children's 
Zoo . 


ANIMAL  INVENTORY 
Orders   Fami 1 ies   Genera  Wild  Species   Wild  Specimens 
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ATTENDANCE    1973    -    1974 


Adults    Chi Idren 
477,145   315,990 


In 
Groups 


No.  of 
Groups 


Free 
Days 


Senior 
Citizens 


1  ,050 


Total 
Attend . 

1  ,052,243 


80,448    2,328    152,327   23,745 

$  Receipts 

$239,967.50 

Dollar  total  includes  $1,344.00  which  is  the  sum  received  from  Zoo- 
logical Society  in  lieu  of  allowing  2,555  Society  members  in  free. 
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Recreation 


Joseph  Misuraca 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 

Leonard  Fitzpatrick 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  Recreation 


Peter  Ashe 

Recreation  Supervisor  Area  A 

Hal  Flinn 

Recreation  Supervisor  Area  C 


Ron  Juvl and 

Recreation  Supervisor  Area  B 

Bob  Schumacher 

Recreation  Supervisor  Area  D 


Neighborhood  input  into  recreation  programs  has  reached  a  high 
point  as  the  result  of  a  new  system  of  administration  initiated 
two  years  ago  and  implemented  over  the  past  year.   As  in  the  past 
The  City  has  been  divided  into  four  areas  for  administrative  pur- 
poses but  a  subdividing  of  each  area  has  been  responsible  for 
nei ghborhood -wide  response. 

There  are  13  recreation  centers  in  the  City  and  each  center  has 
an  Assistant  Recreation  Supervisor  who  administers  nearby  super- 
vised playgrounds.   Thus  activities  such  as  athletic  leagues, 
arts  and  crafts  and  Summer  excursions  such  as  visits  to  Santa 
Cruz  or  fishing  trips  can  be  handled  on  a  neighborhood  basis. 

It  is  expected  that  emphasis  on  the  "satellite"  system  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  as  demands  for  recreational  services  continue  to 
grow . 
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Athletics  for  Men 


Raymond  Joe 
Principal  Supervisor 

Ken  Lowe 
Assistant  Supervisor 


Joe  Ardanaz 
Recreation  Supervisor 

Earl  Massoni 
Recreation  Director 


As  in  past  years,  the  Men's  and  Boys'  Athletic  Division  offered 
a  variety  of  activities  to  meet  a  great  many  of  the  needs  and 
interests  of  the  public. 

The  Boys'  program  saw  numerous  team  and  individual  activities. 
Among  the  most  popular  were  basketball,  baseball,  softball, 
touch-tackle  football,  soccer  and  track. 

With  funding  provided  by  the  Coca  Cola  Bottling  Company,  The    San 
Francisco   Examiner    and  the  Levi  Strauss  Company,  the  first  Summer 
basketball  program  was  conducted  throughout  The  City  with  62 
teams  participating.   This  was  a  highly  successful  endeavor  for 
youths  18  years  of  age  and  under  in  two  sections.   The  Junior  and 
Senior  winners  traveled  to  Oakland  to  meet  the  winners  of  that 
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city's  Summer  leagues. 

Karate  classes  were  popular  in 
keeping  with  the  "Martial  Arts 
Craze."   Boxing  also  was  conducted 
at  various  units.   There  was  a 
continued  stress  on  physical  fit- 
ness . 

All  Boys'  activities  were  con- 
ducted on  a  neighborhood  and  a 
city-wide  basis . 

Most  popular  Men's  activity  was 
adult  softball.   There  were  181 
teams  competing  in  the  Spring 
leagues  and  196  teams  in  the 
Summer  league  with  only  three 
lighted  fields  available.   The 
demands  for  bookings  of  softball 
fields  created  a  decided  problem 
because  of  limited  facilities. 

Three  semipro  baseball  leagues 
with  32  teams  had  games  at  three 
locations  on  Sundays  throughout 
the  year. 
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The  men's 
Indus tri  al 
Division  pro- 
vided a  year- 
around  program 
for  business 
firms  .   Among 
the  most 
popul ar  act  i - 
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vities  were  basketball,  Softball,  golf  and  volleyball. 

It  was  determined  that  improvement  in  maintenance  and  operations 
are  needed  at  the  Sharp  Park  Pistol  and  Rifle  Range  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  public. 

The  main  problem  for  the  year  again  seemed  to  be  the  lack  of 
facilities  to  accommodate  all  the  requests  by  organizations, 
schools  and  the  general  public. 


Martial  arts  programs  such  as  the  karate  classes  offered  at 
several  recreation  centers  have  enjoyed  immense  popularity 
the  past  year. 
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Athletics  for  Women 


June  Harman 
Supervisor  of  Athletics 

Dorothy  Dukes 
Supervising  Director 

Lillian  Chang 
Senior  Director 

Working  in  close  coop- 
eration with  playground 
directors  and  special 
interest  groups,  the 
Women's  and  Girls' 
Athletic  Division  had 
a  diversified  program 
last  year  with  emphasis 
on  leisure-time  recrea- 
tion and  active  parti- 
cipation in  games  and 
sports . 

The  tremendous  growth 
of  tennis  again  was  re- 
flected.  More  than 
1,675  young  men  and 
women  participated  in 
Summer  clinics  conducted 
at  28  playgrounds  and  at 
the  end  of  each  two-week 
period,  the  360  who  ex- 
celled had  the  oppor- 
tunity for  further 
training  on  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  Courts.   An 
additional  300  were 
involved  in  a  tennis 
extravaganza  cosponsored 
by  the  Youth  Tennis 
Foundation  of  Northern  Ca 
also  cosponsored  seven  bo 
clinics  held  at  14  playgr 
tion  Tournament  drew  89  p 
55th  annual  City-Wide  Boy 
27  playgrounds;  the  Thank 
from  16  playgrounds;  the 
ment  drew  96  from  19  play 
the  winners  of  the  15-16 
Tournament  by  former  San 
Wills  Roark. 


lifornia.   The  Youth  Tennis  Foundation 
ys  and  girls  tennis  clubs.   Additional 
ounds  drew  114  youths.   The  Easter  Vaca 
articipants  from  19  playgrounds;  the 
s  and  Girls  Tournament  drew  136  from 
sgiving  Inter-Club  Tournament  drew  86 
Christmas  Vacation  "Grab  Bag"  Tourna- 
grounds .   Trophies  were  presented  to 
age  group  division  of  the  City-Wide 
Francisco  tennis  great,  Mrs.  Helen 


The  21  courts  in  Golden  Gate  Park  were  busy  throughout  daylight 
hours.   Among  the  groups  using  them  were  the  Junior  Wightman  Cup 
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Club;  San  Francisco  high  schools,  universities  and  colleges; 
Industrial,  Golden  Gate  Club  and  Grandmothers'  Tournaments; 
the  Northern  California  Tennis  Association;  the  United  States 
Lawn  Tennis  Association;  the  Musicians  Union  and  the  Bay  Area 
Tennis  League. 

The  year  was  active  for  the  Industrial  Division  with  its  more 
than  50  member  business  and  industrial  firms.   Events  included 
tournaments  in  tennis,  volleyball,  bowling,  table  tennis  and 
basketball.   There  were  tennis  clinics,  swimming  parties,  guitar 
clinics  and  weekend  excursions. 

The  three  lawn  bowling  greens  in  Golden  Gate  Park  were  extremely 
popular  and  the  San  Francisco  Lawn  Bowlers  and  the  Golden  Gate 
Women  Lawn  Bowlers  now  have  more  than  100  members.   The  clubs 
are  open  to  the  public.   There  is  instruction  and  equipment 
available  for  beginners. 

Cooperation  with  the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club  and  the  California 
Maritime  Academy  of  Vallejo  provided  opportunities  for  more  than 
100  young  persons  to  go  sailing. 

An  increase  in  adult  women's  athletic  activity  started  with  an 
upsurge  in  open  softball  with  465  persons  on  31  teams  involved. 
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Open  women's  volleyball  league  play  lured  more  than  100. 

Participation  in  girls'  events  was  high.   More  than  230  partici 
pated  in  a  track  and  field  meet;  more  than  250  boys  and  girls 
participated  in  a  table  tennis  tournament;  sixteen  teams  com- 
peted in  volleyball;  there  was  Softball  competition  in  three 
classes  with  the  midget  champions  (10-13)  from  Potrero  Hill 
Recreation  Center  playing  their  counterparts  from  San  Carlos. 
A  new  activity,  flag  football,  was  conducted  at  Portola  Recrea- 
tion Center. 

In  city-wide  tournaments,  315  participated  in  jacks,  356  parti- 
cipated in  checkers  and  338  participated  in  chess. 
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Arts,  Crafts 


Clarene  Leong 
Acting  Supervisor 

The  headquarters  of  the  Arts  and 
Crafts  Division,  the  historic 
Sharon  Building  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  was  gutted  by  fire  on  April 
3.   This  forced  an  immediate 
relocation  of  class  activities 
to  the  Fleish hacker  Building  on 
the  Great  Highway.   The 
Fleishhacker  Building  was  avail- 
able because  of  the  recent  con- 
struction of  the  Recreation  Center 
for  the  Handicapped  adjacent  to 
the  Zoo. 
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The  fire,  of  undertermined  origin,  destroyed  a  two-story  stone 
building  which  was  opened  to  the  public  in  1890  as  part  of  one 
of  the  first  playground  facilities  for  children  in  the  United 
States.   Lost  in  the  blaze  were  equipment  and  supplies  for  22 
classes  for  persons  of  all  ages.   The  classes  include  studies 
in  art,  needlecraft  and  weaving,  film  animation,  work  with 
leaded  glass  and  ceramics. 

The  fire  was  noticed  at  about  12:30  a.m.  by  a  park  watchman. 
Before  the  recall  was  sounded  at  6:40  a.m.,  there  were  18 
pieces  of  equipment  and  three  battalion  chiefs  at  the  scene. 
Fortunately,  the  basic  structure  remained  intact  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  has  been  asked  to  appropriate  money  for  recon- 
struct! on  . 

Construction  on  the  Children's  Playground  and  the  Sharon  Build- 
ing began  in  1885  and  they  were  opened  to  the  public  in  1890. 
They  were  named  for  Senator  William  Sharon,  a  partner  of 
William  C.  Ralston,  the  builder  of  the  Palace  Hotel  who  also 
was  involved  in  the  mining  of  the  famous  Comstock  Lode  in 
Nevada . 


At  his  death,  Sharon  left  $50,000  for  the  improvement  of  Golden 
Gate  Park.   The  estate  trustees  suggested  a  park  gateway  as  a 
memorial  but  the  Park  Commissioners  decided  that  an  area  for 
children  would  be  more  suitable.   The  Sharon  Building  originally 
was  located  near  Haight  Street  and  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  after  a  large  lake  was  filled.   The  building  was 
damaged  in  the  earthquake  of  1906  but  was  repaired  according  to 
the  original  plans.   The  original 
purpose  of  the  Sharon  Building  was 
to  provide  restaurant  facilities 
to  persons  of  all  ages.   It  had 
been  the  headquarters  of  the  Arts 
and  Crafts  Division  for  the  last 
several  years . 
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Aquatics 


Martin  Greenlaw 
Principal  Supervisor 

Public  response  to  an  expanded  aquatics  program  has  been  excellent 
Over  the  past  year,  more  than  1,500,000  persons  turned  out  as 
either  participants  or  spectators  at  seven  indoor  pools,  two  out- 
door pools,  two  beach  areas  and  one  lake  front. 


About  30,000  youngsters  re- 
ceived valuable  instruction 
from  about  350  volunteer 
teenagers  in  the  "Learn  to 
Swim"  program  cosponsored  by 
the  Recreation  and  Park  De- 
partment and  the  American 
Red  Cross  . 
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Instruction  was  conducted 
throughout  the  year  at  the 
seven  indoor  pools.   Classes 
were  offered  to  persons  of  all 
ages,  including  preschool 
children,  with  more  than  15,000 
persons  actively  participating. 
More  than  2,000  handicapped 
persons  used  pool  facilities 
including  those  training  for 
the  Special  Olympics  for  the 
Mentally  Retarded. 

Two  portable  pools  operated  in 
the  Summer  at  the  Commodore 
Stockton  School  in  Chinatown 
and  at  the  Bessie  Carmichael 
School  in  the  South  of  Market 
area . 


Each  year  sees  an  increase  in  the  number  of  other  groups  using 
Aquatics  Division  facilities  to  enrich  their  own  programs.   Among 
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Lake  Merced 
proved 
extremel y 
popular  for 
both  boatinq 
and  trout 
fishing. 


them  were  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  Camp 
Fire  Girls,  Cameron  House  and 
Canon  Kip. 

The  San  Francisco  Merionettes 
represented  The  City  in  synchro- 
nized swimming  events  throughout 
the  United  States.   They  won 
numerous  individual  and  team 
championships . 

By  sponsoring  eight  inter-depart- 
mental swimming  teams,  the  most 
outstanding  swimmers  were  able  to 
compete  in  meets  throughout 
California . 

Lake  Merced  provided  excellent 
trout  fishing  for  thousands  of 
adults  and  young  persons  from  May 
to  the  middle  of  November.   The 
Division  sponsored  Huck  Finn  Days 
which  gave  about  250  young  men 
and  women  the  opportunity  to  fish. 

Lake  Merced  also  provided  excel- 
lent sailing  and  other  boating 
opportunities . 
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Drama  and  Dance 


Doris  Sanchez 
Recreation  Supervisor 

The  Recreational  Arts  Build- 
ing at  50  Scott  Street  is  the 
headquarters  of  the  Drama  and 
Dance  Division  and  it  is 
there  that  a  wide  variety  of 
activities  are  planned, 
organized  and  coordinated  and 
materials  are  stored. 

Activities  this  past  year 
included : 


RECREATIONAL  ARTS 
BUI LDI NG--Fol k ,  square  and  round  dance  classes  (men 
and  women),  social  dance  workshops  (men  and  women) 
special  dance  classes  (women  only),  junior  ballet  and 
modern  dance  classes  (young  women),  special  folk  and 
square  dance  classes  (children),  jazz  and  American 
soul  dance  classes  (children),  special  dance  classes 
(high  school  and  college  age  persons),  junior  drama 
group,  puppetry,  storytelling  classes. 

RECREATION  UN  ITS  - -Story tel 1 i ng  ,  story  play;  play  pro- 
duction, singing  games;  rhythmics;  folk  dancing  (boys 
and  girls);  folk,  square  and  round  dancing  (adults); 
ethnic,  jazz  and  American  soul  dancing  (all  ages). 

Folk  and  square  dance  classes  are  conducted  for  senior  citi- 
zens.  The  Recreation  Drama  and  Dance  Advisory  Committee,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Drama  and  Dance  Division,  sponsored  classes 
in  tumbling  and  tap  dancing  for  young  persons  and  modern  dance 
and  belly  dancing  for  women. 

The  Division  organized  the  Golden  Gate  and  Storyland  story- 
telling leagues.   It  conducted  a  Carnival  at  Stern  Grove,  a 
May  Day  Festival  and  Children's  Days  in  Golden  Gate  Park  and 
a  Christmas  production  at  the  Recreational  Arts  Building.   There 
were  regional  folk  dance  festivals  and  dance  groups  presented 
programs  to  a  variety  of  organizations. 
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Golf 


San  Francisco  is  a  great  place  to  play  golf.   The  city  has  six 
courses.   Each  offers  a  unique  challenge.   They  vary  in  design, 
yardage  and  difficulty. 

There  are  three  18-hole  cours es - -Harding  Park,  Sharp  Park  and 
Lincoln  Park--and  three  nine-hole  courses  - -McLaren  Park,  Fleminj 
(located  inside  the  back  nine  at  Harding)  and  Golden  Gate  Park. 
The  Golden  Gate  Park  course  has  only  par  three  holes. 

Young  persons,  six  to  16  are  encouraged  to  play  golf  through 
clinics  at  Harding  where  they  learn  basics  at  class  sessions. 
All  courses  are  used  for  high  school  play. 

Various  tournaments  are  staged.  The  most  popular  are  the  San 
Francisco  Amateur  Championship,  the  largest  tournament  in  the 
world  with  more  than  2,000  entrants;  the  San  Francisco  Junior 
Tournament  and  the  Father  and  Son  event. 
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Rounds  of  Play 

80,341 
75,341 
52,558 
40,294 
48,665 
16,219 
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Playmobile 


"Instant  recreation"  is  provided  by  two  Playmobiles  to  persons 
who  live  in  areas  not  near  playgrounds.   With  the  use  of  Play- 
mobiles,  the  facilities  come  to  the  people.   This  is  particularly 
important  in  impacted  areas. 

Among  the  activities  provided  by  the  Playmobiles  are  trampoline, 
arts  and  crafts,  games,  tetherball,  volleyball,  ping  pong  and 
dodge  ball.   Where  possible,  roller  skating  is  part  of  the 
program . 

Playmobiles  operate  in  the  Summer  months  in  the  Inner-Mission, 
Chinatown,  Hunters  Point,  Bayview,  Western  Addition,  Visitacion 
Valley  and  Potrero  Hill.   They  also  are  used  for  special  occa- 
sions at  other  times  in  the  year. 

In  the  Fall  and  Winter,  trampoline  classes  are  conducted  by 
qualified  instructors  from  the  Playmobile  at  six  recreation 
centers . 
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A  young  man  takes  a  spin  in  a 
shop  class  creation  while  in 
another  of  the  many  activities 
of  the  Josephine  D.  Randall 
Junior  Museum,  an  adult  launches 
his  own  creation  as  part  of  the 
Great  Aeroplane  Derby. 

Junior  Museum 


A.  Kirk  Conragan 
Director 

The  Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior 
Museum  offers  a  wide  variety  of 
programs  for  young  persons.   Also, 
adults  can  participate  in  many 
activities . 

Special  courses  are  held  in  the 
arts  and  sciences  and  most  are  of 
six-weeks  duration  and  are  geared 
to  seasonal  events.   Among  the 
most  popular  courses  in  arts  and 
crafts  are  those  dealing  with 
ceramics,  raku,  clay  sculpture, 
painting,  drawing,  batik,  jewelry- 
making,  leaded  glass,  weaving, 
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tenkoku,  calligraphy  and  printing. 
Shop  activities  include  wood- 
working, metal  sculpture,  go-cart 
construction  and  printing  with  the 
platen  press.   The  world  of 
nature  is  explored  by  classes  in 
conservation,  ecology,  oceanology, 
marine  biology,  animal  study, 
animal  care,  chemistry,  geology, 
rocks  and  minerals,  use  of  the 
microscope  and  astronomy. 

The  Junior  Museum  works  directly 
with  schools,  day  camps,  recrea- 
tion centers  and  playgrounds. 
There  are  weekly  animal  demon- 
strations at  the  Pine  Lake  and 
Silver  Tree  Day  Camps  of  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
Visits  to  the  Museum  were  made 
by  about  23,555  young  persons  in 
566  school  classes  for  animal  and 
exhibit  tours,  science-art  work- 
shops, art  exploration  and 
special  activities.   In  addition, 
176  youth  centers,  playgrounds  and  other  organi 
of  the  Museum. 


zations  made  use 


Highlights  are  the  special  field  trips  held  in  conjunction  with 
classes.   Most  trips  are  to  nearby  points  such  as  Mt .  Diablo  or 
Point  Reyes.   Last  year,  a  special  journey  was  made  to  Santa 
Barbara  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Channel  Islands.   How- 
ever, high  seas  made  the  water  portion  of  the  trip  impossible. 

The  Museum  was  involved  in  two  outstanding,  city-wide  events. 
One  was  a  rodent  rodeo.   Rodent  pets  competed  in  such  events  as 
walking  a  tightrope  and  wandering  through  a  maze.   The  second 
event  was  the  Great  Paper  Aeroplane  Derby  at  Kezar  Pavilion. 
This  drew  aeronautical  engineers  of  all  ages  for  competition  in- 
volving design,  distance  and  duration  of  flight. 

A  joint  venture  with  Grattan  School  concentrated  on  outdoor 
education.   Sixth  grade  students  attended  special  classes  at 
the  Junior  Museum.   Then  such  things  as  streams,  meadows, 
chaparral  and  mixed  forest  were  examined  in  a  week  long  camping 
experience  near  Cazadero  in  the  redwood  coastal  range. 

The  Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum  Auxiliary  now  has  more 
than  300  members  and  is  active  in  developing  new  programs  and 
exhibits.   In  the  past  year,  the  Auxiliary  provided  funding  for 
the  renewed  Indian  exhibit,  the  renting  of  special  motion  pic- 
tures and  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals  for  the  Museum 
Library . 
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Photography  Center 


John  Giosso 
Supervising  Director 

During  the  past  20  years,  thousands  of  amateur  photographers 
have  made  use  of  the  facilities  at  the  famous  Photography  Center 
operated  by  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department.   Everything 
dealing  with  the  art  of  photography  is  involved  in  this  opera- 
tion as  the  facilities  are  complete.   There  are  studios  for  the 
taking  of  pictures,  facilities  for  developing  and  enlarging  and 
facilities  for  washing,  drying  and  mounting.   Enlargements  of 
almost  any  size  can  be  made.   The  darkroom  is  professionally 
equipped  and  is  the  largest  municipally  operated  facility  in  the 
United  States  with  40  enlargers. 

The  Photography  Center  is  not  a  school.   It  is  place  where 
persons  interested  in  photography  can  be  involved  with  their 
hobby.   However,  courses  on  all  subjects  dealing  with  photo- 
graphy are  offered  so  that  individuals  can  get  the  most  out  of 
their  hobby. 

The  Photography  Center  continues  to  grow  in  popularity.   There 
are  presently  more  than  2,500  active  members.   Revenue  from  use 
charges  and  course  fees  has  exceed.ed  $15,000  a  year  for  the  past 

nine  years.   As  amateur  photo- 
graphy has  grown  to  be  one  of  the 
major  leisure  time  activities, 
the  Photography  Center  must  be 
prepared  to  meet  continuing  needs 
and  demands.   At  present,  it 
appears  that  these  needs  and 
demands  focus  on  additional 
classes  dealing  with  all  phases 
of  photography,  expanded  darkroom 
facilities  and  hours  of  operation 
and  a  feasibility  study  of  the 
possibility  of  installing  a  dark- 
room for  color  printing. 

The  fully-equipped  Photography 
Center  is  located  in  the  Recrea- 
tional Arts  Building  at  50  Scott 
Street.   This  building  also 
serves  as  headquarters  of  the 
Music  and  Drama  and  Dance  Divi- 
sions of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department . 
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Day  Camps 


Edward  R.  Kelly 
Supervising  Director 

Youngsters  who  are  involved 
in  playground  activity  have 
the  opportunity  of  attending 
two  day  camps  operated  by  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment.  This  gives  young  per- 
sons the  opportunity  to  get 
acquainted  with  the  out-of- 
doors  without  leaving  the 
city  limits.   One  day  camp  is 
located  at  Pine  Lake  adjacent 
to  Sigmund  Stern  Grove  and 
the  Silver  Tree  Camp  is  in 
Glen  Canyon  below  Diamond 
Heights  and  adjacent  to  Glen 
Park.   Both  camps  provide 
invigorating  and  enlarging 
experiences  in  outdoor 
activity . 

These  camps  have  been  con- 
ducted for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  over  an  11-week 
period  during  the  Summer 
school  vacation.   A  different 
group  of  young  men  and  women 
attend  each  camp  each  week  9 
to  4  p.m.  Mondays  through 
Fridays . 

Major  activities  include 
nature  hikes,  arts  and  crafts, 
campfire  events,  fishing  (at 
Pine  Lake  only),  visits  to  the 
Zoo.   Cooperating  in  a  program 
of  learning  familiarity  with 
animals  such  as  racoons,  foxes 
snakes  and  other  small  crea- 
tures are  the  Josephine  D. 
Randall  Junior  Museum  and  the 
Zoomobile  of  the  San  Francisco 
Zoological  Society. 
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Handicapped  Services 


A  field  for  "Beep  Baseball,"  a  version  of  the  National 
Pastime  developed  by  the  Telephone  Company  Pioneers 
for  blind  persons, was  dedicated  at  Douglas  Park. 

Edward  R.  Kelly 
Supervising  Director 

Janie  B.  Redmond 
Recreation  Director 

The  Handicapped  Services  Division  experienced  another  excellent 
year.   Programs  conducted  for  the  mentally  retarded  and  the 
physically  disabled  were  many  and  varied.   They  ranged  from  arts 
and  crafts  to  cooking,  drama,  body  rhythms,  music,  photography, 
physical  fitness,  sewing,  singing,  sports,  swimming  plus  intro- 
duction to  basic  social  graces  and  to  cultural  activities. 
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The  Special  Olympics  proved 
to  be  very   special  once  again 
About  500  participated  in  the 
San  Francisco  track  and  field 
and  swimming  meets  at  Kezar 
Stadium  and  Balboa  Pool. 


Special  activities  such  as  parties,  dances  and  dinners  were 
made  possible  through  the  generous  donations  by  the  Community 
Relations  Divisions  of  the  San  Francisco  Fire  and  Police  Depart- 
ments, the  Bay  Area  Service  League  and  the  San  Francisco  Care- 
takers Guild. 

The  forward  advance  is  illustrated  by  the  attendance.   The 
figures  for  Handicapped  Division  programs  were  Fulton  Playground, 
348;  Grattan  Playground,  1,501;  Ocean  View  Recreation  Center, 
2,237;  Jackson  Playground,  4,775;  Sunset  Recreation  Center,  1,720 
aquatics  at  Balboa,  Hamilton  and  Garfield  Pools,  1,253;  total, 
11,834.   The  figures  reflect  two  new  programs.   The  Grattan 
Friendship  Club  now  serves  the  Haight -Ashbury  community  and 
the  United  Cerebral  Palsy  Association  uses  Midtown  Terrace  for 
an  enrichment  program. 

Participation  in  the  Special  Olympics  for  the  mentally  retarded 
again  was  sponsored  by  the  Division  and  the  Joseph  P.  Kennedy 
Foundation  through  donations  from  civic-minded  individuals  and 
business  firms.   A  team  from  San  Francisco  has  been  competing 
only  two  years  but  already  the  state  meet  seems  to  be  its  pro- 
perty.  The  57-person  contingent  won  42  medals,  a  goodly  share 
of  those  available. 
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A  100-year-old  and  a  four-year-old 
celebrate  birthdays. 


43 


Seniors,  Tiny  Tots 


ELEAN  THOMAS 
Supervising  Director 

Recreational  activities  and 
services  for  older  adults  are 
provided  at  21  neighborhood 
centers  and  at  two  multipur- 
pose centers.   Clubs  provide 
an  opportunity  for 
many  to  make  new 
acquaintances . 
There  are  social 
activities,  educa- 
tional classes, 
trips  and  tours . 
All  programs  showed 
expansion  over  the 
past  year  as  did 
the  percentage  of 
those  joining  or- 
ganizations . 

Major  activities 
included  the  Senior 
Citizens  Hobby  Show 
at  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church 
with  a  large  dis - 
play  of  items  handi- 
crafted  by  Seniors 
and  the  Seventh 
Annual  Senior  Citi- 
zens Day  at  Califor- 
nia Hall. 

The  program  for 
Tiny-Tots,  persons 
three  to  five  years 
of  age  not  in  school, 
was  conducted  at  34 
playgrounds.   This 
program  provided  a 
growing  and  think- 
ing experience 
through  normal  play, 
role  playing,  body 
exercises,  simple 
cooking  projects  and 
holiday  parties.   Em- 
phasis was  placed  on 
small  group  partici- 
pation . 


Music 


William  Booth 
Acting  Supervisor 

Music  activities  are  presented  for  persons  of  all  ages  and  on  a 
year-around  basis.   All  are  free  with  the  exception  of  special 
classes  conducted  under  the  direction  of  the  Music  Advisory 
Committee . 

The  program  includes : 

CHILDREN--P1 ayground  music  periods 
consisting  of  action  songs,  folk 
songs,  rhythm  band;  recorder  and 
ukul el e  cl asses  . 

TEENS--Folk  guitar  classes  at  the 
beginning  and  advanced  levels. 

ADULTS--Recreati on  Symphony  Orches- 
tra, Big  Band  Workshop  for  stage 
band  musicians,  Tillmany  Orchestra 
(light  classics),  Golden  Gate 
Band,  beginning  and  advanced  folk 
guitar  classes,  sight-singing  and 
ear-training  classes;  activities 
at  Golden  Gate  and  Yerba  Buena 
Senior  Centers  and  for  the  handi- 
capped at  Jackson  Playground  and 
Ocean  View  and  Sunset  Recreation 
Centers . 

In  addition,  the  Music  Division 
provides  assistance  in  the  plan- 
ning, programming  and  presentation 
of  musical  activities  by  other 
divisions  of  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department:  Drama  and  Dance, 
Handicapped,  Tiny  Tots  and  Senior   Senior  citizens  are  entranced 
Citizens.  by  the  lilting  strains  of  the 

folk  guitarist. 
Special  music  programs  over  the 

Summer  include  special  classes,  a  series  of  Soul  and  Blues  Con- 
certs at  the  Music  Concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park  and  twilight 
concerts  at  parks,  squares  and  recreation  centers.   The  Music 
Division  participates  in  the  Spring  Festival  at  Stern  Grove 
and  Children's  Day  at  Sharon  Meadow  in  Golden  Gate  Park  and  con- 
ducts a  Christmas  Carol  Festival  in  the  Rotunda  of  City  Hall. 
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The  Music  Concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park  has  many  activities. 
Sunday  afternoon  concerts  of  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Band  often 
are  enhanced  by  ethnic  group  celebrations  while  the  popular 
Soul  and  Blues  concerts  have  great  youth  appeal 
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Camp  Mather 


Rose  McGreevy  Fogarty,  longtime  Recreation  Director  at 
Camp  Mather,  greets  some  of  her  many  friends  who  were 
among  the  300  who  attended  the  Camp  Mather  50th  Anni- 
versary picnic  at  Stern  Grove. 


For  the  past  50  years,  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  has 
operated  a  family  resort  in  the  High  Sierra  near  Yosemite. 
Located  about  180  miles  from  San  Francisco,  Camp  Mather  offers 
a  wide  range  of  recreational  activities  along  with  scenic 
beauty.   It  is  situated  on  the  rim  of  the  Tuolumne  River  Gorge. 

Activities  include  swimming  in  both  Birch  Lake  and  a  pool, 
recreation  activities,  hiking,  games,  horseback  riding  and 
fishing.   There  are  facilities  available  for  tennis,  badminton, 
table  tennis,  horseshoes,  volleyball  and  softball. 

Numerous  mountain  trails  bring  the  vacationer  to  the  beauty  of 
the  Sierra.   Sunrise  Peak  and  Inspiration  Point  are  favorite 
spots  for  breathtaking  views  of  Hetch  Hetchy  Valley, 
0 ' Shaughnessy  Dam  and  the  Tuolumne  River  Gorge. 

There  are  simple  but  substantial  accommodations.   Electrically 
lighted  cabins  are  grouped  in  groves  of  towering  pine,  cedar 
and  fir  trees.   Cabins  vary  in  size  and  can  accommodate  families 
and  groups.   Three  substantial  meals  are  served  daily,  cafeteria 
style . 
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Workreation 


The  unique  Workreation  program  gives  high  school  juniors  and 
seniors  the  opportunity  to  actively  work  with  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department.   This  past  Summer,  about  200  young  men 
and  women  were  employed  six  hours  a  day  five  days  a  week  for  six 
weeks,  four  hours  on  the  job  and  two  hours  of  supervised  recrea- 
tion. 

The  program,  conducted  for  the  14th  time,  had  a  two-fold  purpose 

--It  provided  young  men  and  women  with  the  opportunity  to  earn 
and  learn. 

--It  had  the  potential  for  inspiring  young  men  and  women  to  a 
career  in  recreation  and  parks  service  as  has  been  the  case  for 
many  persons  formerly  in  Workreation. 


There  was  a  variety  of  jobs 

such  as 

gardening  activities 

at  Gold 

en  Gate  Park,  the 

Marina 

Green  ,  the  Civic 

Center 

Plaza,  the  Nursery 

and  the 

Conservatory  plus 

work  at 

the  swimming  pools, 

recreation  centers,  adminis- 

trat  ive 

offices,  business 

division,  purchasing,  public 

services  office,  day  camps, 

senior 

citizens  centers  and 

handi  ca 

pped  services. 

Students  were  assigned  to 
the  personnel,  accounting 
and  payroll  departments  for 
the  specific  purpose  of 
preparing  the  payroll  for 
themselves  and  their 
fellow  Summer  workers. 

An  involved  process  was  used 
to  secure  the  best  qualified 
and  most  worthy  young  per- 
sons.  Considered  in  the 
final  selection  were  econo- 
mic need,  social  need  for 
work  experience  and  ability 
to  perform  a  j  ob . 
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Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks 


The  Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks,  a  group  of  civic-minded  in- 
dividuals, provides  an  important  backup  to  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department. 

According  to  F.  Everett  Cahill,  the  organization's  immediate  past 
President,  one  objective  of  the  Friends  is  to  stimulate  involve- 
ment by  corporations  and  citizens  in  the  programs  and  activities 
of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department.   A  second  objective  is  to 
generate  financial  support  for  a  broad  range  of  horticultural, 
educational,  musical  and  cultural  programs  as  a  nonprofit  organi- 
zation. 

At  present,  there  are  183  businesses  and  individuals  involved. 
Net  assets  are  $80,796.47. 

Highlights  of  the  past  year  included: 

CHILDREN'S  PLAYGROUND  —  Planning  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the 


Mayor  Joseph  L.  Alioto  was  one  of  14,000  persons  who 
attended  an  opera  concert  presented  by  the  Friends  at  the 
Music  Concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 
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About  1,800  youngsters  participated  in  a  Friends' 
Field  Day  at  Kezar  Stadium.   The  event  was  made 
possible  through  a  generous  donation  by  Walter 
Shorenstei  n . 

Children's  Playground  in  Golden  Gate  Park  is  underway  after  a 
pledge  by  Walter  Shorenstein  of  $50,000  on  the  occasion  of  the 
retirement  of  Miss  Mary  Connolly  as  Secretary  to  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Commission  and  a  gift  of  $40,000. 

MISSION  PLAYGR0UND--A  gift  of  $10,000  by  Foremost -McKesson 
helped  finance  the  installation  of  a  wel 1 -designed  play  area 
at  Mission  Playground. 

MOON-VIEWING  PAVILI0N--A  gift  of  $10,000  by  the  Sanwa  Bank  has 
facilitated  expansion  of  the  Moon-Viewing  Garden  in  the  Strybinj 
Arboretum . 


FIELD  DAY--About  1,800  young  persons  participated  in  the  Third 
Annual  Friends'  Field  Day  at  Kezar  Stadium  underwritten  by  a 
$2,700  donation  by  Walter  Shorenstein. 

PROPOSITION  J--Actively  supported  by  the  Friends'  Board,  Propo- 
sition J  was  resoundingly  approved  by  the  electorate  in  November. 
It  establishes  an  Open  Space  and  Park  Renovation  Fund  and 
encourages  private  gifts   and  donations. 

AD0PT-A-PARK--The  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce  "Adopt -A-Park" 
committee  has  been  reconstituted  and  now  is  actively  at  work 
under  the  leadership  of  Frank  Giardino. 
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Attendance 


PLAYGROUNDS 


Unit 

Attendance 

Unit 

Attendance 

Alta  Plaza 

24 

358 

Laurel  Hill 

24 

598 

Aptos 

8 

855 

Lee,  Joseph 

103 

282 

Argonne 

39 

829 

McCoppin  Square 

16 

389 

Bal boa 

27 

879 

Merced  Heights 

41 

133 

Bayvi  ew 

2 

581 

Midtown  Terrace 

26 

205 

Bernal  Heights 

36 

810 

Mi  ral oma 

23 

788 

Big  Rec 

141 

036 

Mission  Dolores 

56 

358 

Cabri  1 1  o 

38 

220 

Mission 

55 

408 

Cayuga 

32 

722 

Mountain  Lake 

12 

392 

Chalmers  ,  Al i  ce 

54 

513 

Murphy  ,  J  .  P  . 

33 

720 

Chinese  Recreation 

Center  115 

672 

Noe  Valley  Courts 

13 

329 

Chinese  playground 

77 

794 

North  Beach 

235 

839 

Cow  Hollow 

23 

490 

Ocean  View 

116 

794 

Crocker  Amazon 

92 

781 

Panhandl e 

22 

400 

Christopher,  George         24 

495 

Parkside  Square 

26 

444 

Doug! ass 

47 

216 

Peixotto,  Sidney 

2 

246 

Duboce 

18 

163 

Portola 

82 

940 

Eureka  Valley 

101 

765 

Potrero  Hill 

35 

400 

Excelsior 

47 

091 

Presidio  Heights 

17 

249 

Fol som 

32 

105 

Richmond 

29 

617 

Ful ton 

27 

546 

Rochambeau 

41 

337 

Funston 

210 

371 

Rol ph  ,  James  ,  Jr . 

123 

692 

Garfield 

36 

580 

Rossi,  Angelo,  J. 

59 

531 

Gi Iman 

20 

,910 

St.  Mary's 

136 

922 

Glen  Park 

131 

851 

Silver  Terrace 

45 

794 

Golden  Gate  Tennis 

Courts   142 

240 

South  Park 

11 

450 

Grattan 

53 

740 

South  Sunset 

50 

290 

Hamilton 

175 

253 

Stern  Grove 

87 

652 

Hayes  Valley 

34 

747 

Strauss,  Levi 

7 

171 

Hayward  Boys 

57 

,170 

Sunset 

107 

013 

Hayward  Girls 

56 

,147 

Sunny side 

31 

742 

Herz  ,  Francis  J. 

7 

574 

Sutter,  Louis 

31 

944 

Jackson 

23 

,628 

Upper  Noe 

118 

823 

Junipero  Serra 

45 

,811 

Visitacion  Valley 

14 

908 

Kahn,  Julius 

50 

,252 

Wawona  Annex 

12 

314 

Kimbel 1  ,  Raymond 

9 

,680 

West  Portal 

20 

463 

Lafayette 

41 

,000 

West  Sunset 

58 

993 

Larsen 

62 

,254 

Wills,  Helen 

77 

258 

TOTAL 

4,186 

957 

54 


HOUSING  CENTERS 


Unit 


Attendance 


Hunters  Point  Gymnasium 

Hunters  Point  Recreation  Center  (Milton  Meyer) 

Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center 


TOTAL 


AQUATICS 


Aquatic  Park 

Balboa  Pool 

Bessie  Carmichael  Pool  (Portable) 

Chinese  Pool  (Portable) 

Coffman  Pool 

Garfield  Pool 

Hami 1  ton  Pool 

Lake  Merced  Sports  Center 

Larsen  Pool 

Martin  Luther  King  Pool 

Mission  Pool 


21  ,673 
71  ,452 
24,957 


118,082 


188,668 

143,766 

2,240 

4,091 

109,253 

73,528 

47,185 

116,855 

157,699 

16,204 

15,002 


RECAPITULATION 

Playgrounds  4,186,957 

Housing  Centers  118,082 

Aquatics  1,176,840 

Miscellaneous  Facilities  and  Activities  1,465,537 

(does  not  include  Golden  Gate  Park)      

TOTAL  6,947,416 


North  Beach  Pool 
Phel an  Beach 
Rossi  Pool 

TOTAL 


136,766 

55,007 

110,576 

1  ,176,840 


MISCELLANEOUS  FACILITIES  AND  ACTIVITIES 


Camp  Mather 

Drama  Center 

Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center 

Mobile  Unit  #1 

Mobile  Unit  #2 

Music  Center 

Photography  Center 


24,324 
6,973 

70,788 
5,556 
9,039 
5,916 

48,919 


55 


Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum 

Rifle  Range 

Stern  Grove  Annex 

Stern  Grove  Concerts 

Pine  Lake  Day  Camp 

Silver  Tree  Day  Camp 

Senior  Citizens  Hobby  Show 

Carnival  Day 

May  Day  Celebration 

San  Francisco  Zoo 

TOTAL 


49 

,838 

17 

,600 

7 

,054 

141 

,736 

7 

,562 

11 

,603 

1 

,275 

4 

,760 

249 

1  ,052 

,354 

1  ,465 

,537 
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Honorable  Joseph  L.  Alioto 

Mayor,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

City  Hall 

San  Francisco,  CA  9^102 

Dear  Mayor  Alioto: 

Your  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  again  is  pleased  to 
present  a  report  on  the  operations  and  the  many,  varied 
activities  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  from 
July  1,  1974  to  June  30,  1975. 

Your  Commission  has  a  vital  role  to  play  in  the  pro- 
vision of  necessary  community  services.   Many  innovative 
projects  and  programs  were  initiated  for  the  enrichment 
of  the  lives  of  residents  in  all  sections  of  our  great 
City  in  addition  to  the  ongoing  activities  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

The  efforts  of  General  Manager  Joseph  M,  Caverly  and  his 
successor,  John  J.  Spring,  and  their  fine  staff  are  to  be 
commended.   The  Commissioners  also  wish  to  thank  those  in 
the  Mayor's  Office,  the  members  of.  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
other  elected  officials  and  those  in  other  departments  of 
the  City  government  for  thoughtful  assistance. 

We  look  forward  to  continued  service  in  meeting  the 
leisure-time  needs  of  San  Franciscans  of  all  ages. 


Sincerely, 


^   fc»  ""V^?  »myv*^ 


LORIS  DiGRAZIA 
President 
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President 
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Secretary 
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General  Manager's  Message 


Dear  Citizens: 

After  serving  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
for  six  years  as  General  Manager,  Mr.  Joseph  M.  Caverly 
shortly  before  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  accepted 
the  position  of  Commissioner  of  Parks,  Recreation  and 
Conservation  for  Westchester  County,  New  York.  The 
following  pages  highlight  a  few  of  the  many  services 
by  the  Department  over  the  past  year.  These  include 
major  facility  rehabilitation  projects  along  with  new 
capital  improvements  such  as  the  new  Zoo  animal  hospi- 
tal. There  has  been  streamlining  and  reorganization 
of  recreation  and  golf  operations  In  line  with  the 
Plan  for  Action  developed  by  the  Blyth-Zellerbach  Committee. 
Several  projects  continue  including  formulation  of  a  Zoo  Master 
Plan  and  further  rehabilitation  of  existing  facilities.  Fruits 
of  the  passage  last  year  of  a  space  acquisition  and  park  reno- 
vation charter  amendment  are  forthcoming  as  a  citizens  advisory 
committee  expresses  its  thoughts.  In  addition,  our  department 
has  been  meeting  with  individuals  in  the  various  communities  to 
determine  future  needs,  programs  and  maintenance  standards.  I 
would  like  to  express  my  warmest  gratitude  to  the  staff,  the 
department  heads  and  the  many  dedicated  support  groups  who  have 
made  our  task  easier. 


RECREATION  AND  PARK  DEPARTMENT 
John  J.  Spring 
General  Manager 


JOSEPH  MISURACA 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 


CARL  POCH 
Superintendent  of  Parks 


THOMAS  W.  MALLOY 

Exec;  Asst.  to  Gen.  Mgr. 

RON  JUVLAND 

Asst.  Supt.  of  Recreation 

HAL  FLINN 

Asst.  Supt.  of  Recreation 

LEONARD  FITZPATRICK 
Asst.  Supt.  of  Recreation 

DR.  WILLIAM  MOTTRAM 
Acting  Zoo  Director 


PAUL  YUKE 
Business  Manager 

HERB  THOMSEN 

Asst.  Supt.  of  Parks 

CLYDE  DIETZEN 

Asst.  Supt.  of  Parks 

JIM  ROGERS 

Asst.  Supt.  of  Parks 

JOHN  BRYAN 

Director,  Strybing  Arboretun 


BOB  HULEN 
Asst.  to  Gen.  Mgr. — Public  Services 


A  Gilt  From 
The  Coral  Sea 
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A  unique  airlift  brought  a  sur- 
plus Navy  jet  fighter  airplane 
to  Larsen  Park  for  use  as  play 
equipment.  The  jet  replaces 
an  older  plane  that  had  worn 
out  from  use.  A  gift  of  the 
USS  Coral  Sea,  an  Alameda- 
based  aircraft  carrier,  the 
plane  was  transported  by  a 
Marine  Corps  helicopter 
underneath  the  Bay  and  Golden 
Gate  Bridges  to  a  point  near 
the  Zoo.  Then  it  was  towed 
through  city  streets  to  its 
present  location.  The  gift 
came  in  response  to  a  letter 
of  request  from  10-year-old 
Kathy  My let t  who  is  shown  at 
the  Dedication  Ceremonies. 
She  asked,  "Will  we  ever  get 
a  plane  in  that  park  again?" 
Kathy  is  shown  holding  a  gift 
plaque  with  a  copy  of  the 
letter  inscribed. 
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The  Commission 


The  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  has  control  of  the  management, 
direction,  construction  and  maintenance  of  The  City's  open  space 
and  leisure-time  facilities.  The  Commission,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  City  Charter,  consists  of  seven  members  appointed 
by  the  Mayor  for  terms  of  four  years  each.  At  least  two  members 
of  the  Commission  must  be  women.   In  addition  to  formulating 
policy  and  approving  expenditures,  the  Commission  appoints  the 
General  Manager  and  gives  approval  to  the  appointments  by  the 
General  Manager  of  the  Superintendents  of  Recreation  and  Parks, 
the  Directors  of  the  Zoo  and  the  Strybing  Arboretum  and  the  Execu- 
tive Secretary  to  the  Commission. 

The  Charter  states  that  "it  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  Commis- 
sion to  promote  and  foster  a  program  providing  for  organized 
recreation  of  the  highest  order. 

Although  unpaid,  the  Commissioners,  both  present  and  past,  have 
worked  diligently  to  provide  for  a  program  of  "the  highest 
order."  They  take  a  personal  interest  in  the  efforts  of  the 
Department  and  its  staff  as  well  as  in  legislation.  As  a  former 
Commissioner  recently  said,  "Few  people  realize  the  time,  energy 
and  efforts  expended  by  the  members  of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Commission.  They  have  many  frustrations  as  funding  is  limited. 
But,  they  are  determined  to  maintain  a  good  quality  of  life  for 
our  people. " 

Members  of  the  Commission  are  assigned  areas  of  responsibility 
to  make  the  greatest  use  of  their  knowledge  and  personal  pre- 
ferences. They  usually  report  on  tnese  areas  to  President  Loris 
DiGrazia  at  the  formal  monthly  meetings.  These  areas  are: 

MRS.  CARMEN  DOMINGUEZ— Golden  Gate  Park,  Strybing  Arboretum, 
Hall  of  Flowers. 

MRS.  J  EUGENE  McATEER — Zoological  Gardens,  Recreation  Pro- 
grams, Naming  of  Facilities. 

EUGENE  FRIEND — Budgets,  Bequests,  Special  Funds,  Leases  and 
Concessions. 

C.  R.  JOHNSON — Mini -Parks,  Parks  and  Squares. 

LUCIEN  SABELLA — Golf,  Kezar  Stadium,  Kezar  Pavilion. 

TOMMY  HARRIS— Candlestick  Park,  Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor. 


New  and  exciting  playground  equip- 
ment was  installed  at  Folsom,  Rolph 
and  Jackson  Playgrounds  and  at  Buena 
Vista  Park,  increasing  even  further 
the  popularity  of  these  facilities. 


Parks 


Carl  Poch 
Superintendent 

There  are  more  than  160 
facilities  of  the  Recrea- 
tion and  Park  Department 
covering  more  than  5,000 
acres  which  present  a 
constant  need  for  con- 
struction, maintenance 
and  rehabilitation. 

Although  miniparks  were 
added  to  the  system, 
the  amount  of  acreage 
was  somewhat  reduced 
this  past  year.   Pro- 
perty and  facilities  at 
Fort  Funston,  the  Ocean 
Beach,  Fort  Miley,  Sutro 
Heights  and  Phelan  Beach 
along  with  portions  of 
Lincoln  Park  beside  the 
ocean's  edge  were  turned 
over  to  the  Golden  Gate 
National  Recreation  Area, 
a  new  unit  of  the  In- 
terior Department  of  the 
Federal  Government. 
This  was  an  extremely 
important  move.  It 
allows  for  further  re- 
creational development 
of  these  properties 
without  the  need  to  use 
City  funds  and,  in  turn, 
permits  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  to 
concentrate  its  efforts 
in  other  areas. 

The  impact  of  the  De- 
partment's $2,531,^91 
worth  of  construction 
projects  was  felt  in 
every  section  of  The 
City.   Major  efforts 


included  reconstruction 
at  Joseph  Lee  Recrea- 
tion Center  and  the 
rehabilitation  and  the 
placing  of  new  play 
equipment  at  Folsom, 
Rolph  and  Jackson  Play- 
grounds and  at  Buena 
Vista  Park.  This  was 
part  of  a  continuing 
modernization  program. 

Lighting  for  night 
sports  activity  was  re- 
novated at  Funston  and 
Mission  Playgrounds  and 
added  at  Jackson.  The 
Jackson  installation 
was  particularly  impor- 
tant as  it  can  relieve 
intensive  pressure  for 
use  of  other  lighted 
fields,  particularly 
in  the  softball  season. 

There  was  extensive 
work  in  the  Hunters 
Point  and  Bayview 
areas.  The  new  ani- 
mal hospital  was  com- 
pleted at  the  Zoo. 
There  was  the  addition 
of  an  irrigation  system 
along  Park  Presidio 
Boulevard  and  rehabili- 
tation of  the  system  in 

the  Panhandle  of  Golden  Gate  Park.  Many  improvements  were  made 
at  Camp  Mather,  the  family  Summer  vacation  center  in  the  High 
Sierra  near  Yosemite. 

There  was  an  extensive  lawn  restoration  program  with  53,805 
square  feet  of  sod  laid  down.  The  most  extensive  installations 
were  5,000  feet  at  Balboa  Stadium,  5,850  feet  at  Harding  Park 
Golf  Course,  4,605  feet  at  Jackson  Playground,  3,000  feet  at 
Hayward  Playground,  4,800  feet  at  West  Sunset  Playground  and 
4,500  at  Rossi  Playground. 

Additional  areas  were  set  aside  for  the  exercise  of  dogs  without 
restraints.  There  now  are  12  more  reserved  areas  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Buena  Vista  Park,  Mountain  Lake  Park,  Stern  Grove,  McLaren 
Park,  Bernal  Heights  and  the  Lake  Merced  complex. 

Many  gifts  were  received  to  enhance  esthetics  of  the  parks.   One 
of  the  most  important  was  200  cherry  trees  from  Ikebana  Inter- 
national for  Golden  Gate  Park. 


The  mound  for  baseball  is  levelled 
as  Candlestick  Park  is  converted 
from  use  for  baseball  to  use  for 
football.   The  crews  involved  now 
complete  the  project  in  a  minimum 
amount  of  time. 


The  everyday  work  of  upkeep  and  maintenance  is  a  monumental  task 
as  the  use  of  Department  facilities  grows.  It  takes  virtually 
every  known  type  of  craft  and  skill.  The  plant  life  i's  the 
responsibility  of  the  gardeners,  nurserymen,  tree  trimmers  and 
mower  crews.  Facility  maintenance  and  operations  fall  into  the 
hands  of  members  of  the  building  trades  such  as  the  plumbers, 
carpenters,  electricians,  painters  and  sheet  metal  workers  along 
with  the  mechanical  and  stationary  engineers.  The  heavy  equip- 
ment operators  are  involved  in  trucking,  grading  and  paving. 
The  street  cleaners  and  the  garbage  collectors  face  formidable 
tasks. 

Those  responsible  for  the  creation  and  care  of  parks  work 
closely  with  the  public  and  other  governmental  agencies.  Plans 
were  unveiled  for  the  forthcoming  construction  at  Koshland  Park 
at  the  corner  of  Page  and  Buchanan  Streets.  An  investigation 
was  launched  so  that  a  program  could  be  formulated  under  the 
provisions  of  Proposition  J  approved  by  the  voters  in  the  elec- 
tion of  November,  197^.  A  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  was 
appointed  to  present  recommendations  on  priorities  for  the 
acquisition  of  remaining  open  space  lands  and  the  renovation  of 
existing  facilities  through  the  use  of  funds  from  a  special 
15~year  tax  levy  of  10  cents  on  each  $100  of  property  valuation. 


A  program  of 
careful  spray- 
ing insures 
the  growth  of 
healthy 
flowers, 
plants,  shrubs 
and  trees. 


Strybing 
Arboretum 


John  E.  Bryan 
Director 

George  Georgeades 
Assistant  Director 

During  the  past  year,  there 
have  been  many  improvements 
at  the  Strybing  Arboretum. 

The  Arthur  Menzies  Collection 
of  Native  Plants  has  bene- 
fitted from  the  removal  of  a 
lawn.  This  area  has  been 
planted  with  California 
annual  plants.  In  Summer, 
they  provide  a  carpet  of 
color  and  despite  the  in- 
crease in  color,  required 
maintenance  has  been  reduced. 
This  follows  an  Arboretum 
policy:  to  increase  interest 
for  visitors  and  at  the  same 
time  to  cut  the  man-hours 
needed  for  tip-top  shape. 


Young  persons  discover  how  the 
sightless  and  near-sightless 
learn  about  flowers  and  plants 
by  touching  as  they  tour  the 
Garden  of  Fragrance.  Species  in 
this  collection  are  identified 
by  plaques  with  braille  markings, 


An  extension  to  the  Moon  Viewing  Garden  with  a  lovely  waterfall 
is  an  outstanding  example  of  projects  achieved  with  the  coopera- 
tion of  civic-minded  businesses  and  individuals.  The  Sanwa  Bank 
gave  $10,000  to  the  Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks  and  noted 
landscape  architect  Henry  Matsutani  was  engaged  to  design  and  con- 
struct the  extension. 

The  John  Muir  Nature  Trail  has  been  Improved  considerably.  Plants 
have  been  nurtured  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  show  the  many  visitors 
from  other  states  and  countries  a  collection  of  California  plants 
along  with  other  plants  growing  as  they  would  in  the  wild. 

Close  to  the  Muir  Trail  and  behind  the  Eric  Walther  Collection  of 
Succulents,  visitors  can  see  new  plantings  of  Malesian  Rhododen- 
drons, one  of  the  finest  such  collections  in  the  world.   It  is 


hoped  the  area  can  be  expanded  this  winter. 


The  planting  of  several  varieties  of  crab  apple  trees  to  augment 
the  collection  near  the  large  fountain  was  made  possible  by  the 
generosity  of  the  Strybing  Arboretum  Society.  Through  the 
Society's  efforts,  the  Garden  of  Fragrance  has  been  restocked, 
new  labels  acquired  and  the  area  brought  to  a  higher  degree  of 
interest.  The  Society  honored  a  deceased  gardener  by  placing 
two  fine  wooden  benches  adjacent  to  a  pond  in  the  gardener's 
former  work  area.  The  pond  now  is  known  as  the  Anelli  Pond. 

In  addition  to  Docent  Tours  and  other  educational  activities, 
the  Society  conducted  a  series  of  lectures  on  the  growing  of 
vegetables  in  a  city.  One  Society  project  was  the  upgrading  of 
the  nursery  lath  house  with  the  addition  of  fiber  glass  on  the 
roof.  Under  the  leadership  of  Hadley  Osborn,  new  Society  Presi- 
dent, planning  is  underway  for  additional  activities. 

There  have  been 
many  lectures  in 
the  Sunset  Demon- 
stration Gardens 
on  the  practical 
aspects  of  horti- 
culture. The 
trials  of  Summer- 
flowering  annuals, 
bulbs  and  new  and 
different  shrubs 
always  are  of 
interest.  There 
was  a  display  of 
vegetables  grown 
in  containers 
through  the  coopera- 
tion of  Sunset 
Magazine  of  Menlo 
Park. 

A  gift  of  a  Biblical 
Walk  was  presented 
by  the  Sisterhood  of 
Temple  Emanu-el. 
This  collection  of 
trees,  flowers  and 
shrubs  adds  still 
another  educational 
element.  The  plants 
include  iris,  corian- 
der, thyme,  ranunculus, 
acanthus,  cyclamen, 
pomegranate,  oregano, 
Star  of  Bethlehem. 


Junior  High  School  young  people  from  San 
Francisco  and  Fort  Bragg  planted  seeds 
of  the  Coastal  Redwood  near  the  John  Muir 
Trail.  The  resultant  80,000  seedlings 
will  be  presented  to  school  children  who 
visit  the  Arboretum  during  1976  as  part 
of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department's 
Becentennial  celebration. 
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The  beautiful  Moonviewing  Garden  was  completed  as  the 
result  of  a  generous  gift  of  the  Sanwa  Bank  to  the 
Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks. 


grape,  Illy,  narcissus,  allium,  crocus,  tulip,  anemone  and  apri- 
cot In  a  setting  by  a  Cedar  of  Lebanon. 

Many  plants  have  been  added  to  the  Opera  Garden  and  many  letters 
were  received  from  persons  from  all  sections  of  the  country 
suggesting  other  additions. 

A  balance  has  to  be  kept  between  planting  merely  for  effect  and 
planting  to  serve  the  true  function  of  an  Arboretum--to  have 
plants  from  as  many  different  genera  and  from  different  parts  of 
the  world  growing  together  to  show  the  wealth  of  plant  material 
that  will  thrive  in  our  rather  difficult  climate. 

Truckloads  of  wood  chips  have  been  applied  to  other  new  areas  of 
plantings  to  keep  the  weeds  in  check,  improve  the  moisture  and 
humus  content  of  the  soil  and  to  present  a  neat  and  tidy  appear- 
ance. 

The  collection  was  increased  by  more  than  300  trees  and  shrubs. 
Oregon  Bulb  Farms  presented  a  fine  collection  of  lilies  and 
Davids  and  Royston  of  Gardena  presented  many  Spring  flowering 


DOCENT  GUIDED  TOURS 

PARTICIPANTS 

Regular  Adult 

1,101 

Special  Adult 

723 

Special  Public  Tours 

S.  F.  Flower  Show  ( August) 
Rhododendron  Show  (May) 

237 

273 

School  Tours  (by  reservation) 

4,644 

Self -guided  groups 

3,534 

Lectures 

2,410 

Docent  Training 

60 

Field  Trips 

TOTAL 

320 

13,302 

Volunteer  hours 

16,000 

bulbs.  Total  number  of  bulbs  received,  includi 

ng 

those  on  trial 

for  The  Netherlands  Flower  Bulb  Institute, 
The  value  of  these  sifts  is  considerable  ai 

was 
id  ti- 

more than  30,000. 
lev  show  that  com- 

mercial  firms  recognize  the  part  the  Arboretum  plays  in  displaying 
new  varieties. 

In  anticipation  of  the  Bicentennial  year,  seeds  from  Coastal  Red- 
woods were  planted  by  young  persons  from  San  Francisco  and  Fort 
Bragg  through  the  efforts  of  the  Georgia-Pacific  Corporation  and 
the  California  Redwood  Association.  The  seedlings  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  young  persons  early  in  1976. 

The  Director,  John  Bryan,  had  his  first  book  published.   "The 
Edible  Ornamental  Garden  is  in  its  third  edition  and  has  been 
printed  in  Australia  and  England.   Coralie  Castle  is  the  coauthor. 
An  account  of  the  flora  on  Alcatraz  was  at  the  request  of  the 
Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area  which  needed  identification 
of  the  many  interesting  plants  on  the  island. 

George  Georgeades  was  appointed  Assistant  Director.  The  position 
was  vacant  for  more  than  two  years  following  the  death  of  Arthur 
Menzies.   Georgeades  has  done  an  excellent  job  in  keeping  plant 
records  and  in  the  labeling  of  plants. 

The  Helen  Crocker  Russell  Library  of  Horticulture  increased  its 
service  to  the  public.   The  book  collection  was  raised  to  3,600 
volumes  and  the  number  of  periodicals  to  6l.   The  building'now  is 
open  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  on  Saturdays.   Among  the  distinguished 
visitors  were  British  authors  Alan  Bloom  and  Hugh  Johnson.   Exhi- 
bits included  prints  of  Hawaiian  flora,  photographs  of  the  wild- 
flowers  and  reptiles  of  the  Mohave  Desert  by  Duncan  MacSwain,  oil 
paintings  of  California  native  trees  by  Alice  Chittenden,  prints 
of  Autumn-colored  plants  by  Mary  Vaux  Walcott. 


Hall  of  Flowers 


John  E.  Bryan 
Manager 

Geri  Hulet 
Secretary 


The  Hall  of  Flowers  In  Golden  Gate  Park  attracts  an  increasing 
number  of  persons  each  year  to  view  the  many  beautiful  flower 
shows.  The  leader  is  the  San  Francisco  County  Fair  Flower  Show. 
Member  societies  enter  dazzling  displays  of  African  Violets, 
Begonias,  Carnations,  Dahlias,  Fuchsias,  Orchids  and  Roses  along 
with  Bonsai,  Gesneria,  Bromeliad,  Cactus  and  Succulents. 

Three  groups  who  work  for  the  improvement  of  Golden  Gate  Park 
held  annual  fund-raisers  at  the  Hall.  The  Hanami  Fair  enabled 
Ikebana  International  to  purchase  flowering  Japanese  cherry 
trees;  the  Conservatory  benefited  from  the  San  Francisco  Garden 
Club's  boutique  and  the  Strybing  Arboretum  Society  contributed 
thousands  of  dollars  for  improving  the  Arboretum  through  a 
plant  sale. 

A  dozen  or  more  rummage  sales  have  great  appeal  and  the  Gallery 
of  the  Hall  can  burst  with  those  seeking  bargains  or  antiques. 
Numerous  cat  shows  entice  fanciers  from  throughout  the  area. 
Art  shows  attract  viewers  and  artists  alike.  Hundreds  of 
craftsmen  visit  the  semiannual  potters  shows. 

The  Hall  is  a  popular  gathering  place.  World-famous  lecturers 
speak  here.   It  is  the  site  of  corporate  meetings  of  world- 
renowned  companies;  superbly- 
catered  luncheons  and  dinners 
are  enjoyed  by  gourmets  while 
various  ethnic  groups 
stage  banquets  and  parties. 

A  total  of  212,152  persons 
were  attracted  to  676  events 
in  1974.  Another  88,438 
attended  329  programs  from 
January  through  June  of  1975. 
January  through  June  is  a 
fairly  slow  period. 


The  Edgewood  Club  welcomes 
the  throng  to  their  annual 
sale. 
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Conservatory 


Clarence  Shaw 
Chief  Nurseryman 

The  Conservatory  of  Flowers, 
oldest  building  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  was  the  victim 
of  about  $10,000  worth  of 
destruction  by  vandalism 
last  February.  However, 
most  of  the  damage  has  been 
replaced  or  restored,  thanks 
to  the  assistance  of  public - 
spirited  individuals  and 
organizations.  Many  panes 
of  glass  in  the  97-year-old 
Victorian  tropical  plant 
center  were  shattered. 
More  than  200  exotic  plants 
were  damaged.  Rare  ferns 
were  dumped  in  the  lily 
pond. 

The  San  Francisco  Garden  Club,  which  already  had  raised  a  con- 
siderable sum  for  the  preservation  and  enhancement  of  the  build- 
ing, raised  more  than  $5,000  for  restoration  through  several 
money -making  projects.  The  Kew  Gardens  of  London  donated  three 
rare  tropical  plants  to  replace  some  of  those  injured.  This 
marked  Great  Britain's  first  gift  to  the  United  States  Bicen- 
tennial celebration.  One  of  the  plants  was  an  offshoot  of  a 
botanical  wonder  which  had  been  maintained  for  200  years.  The 
Conservatory  is  patterned  after  a  similar  building  in  Kew  Gardens, 
There  were  many  additional  gifts  of  money  and  plants  from  indi- 
viduals and  organizations  in  and  out  of  San  Francisco. 

For  the  year,  about  12,000  plants  and  about  1,300  flowers  had 
been  on  display  in  seasonal  exhibits  of  cyclamen,  cinerarias, 
Easter  lilies,  calceolaria,  schizanthus,  tuberous  begonias, 
chrysanthemums  and  poinsettias.  The  year-round  exhibits  con- 
sisted of  about  1,500  orchids  and  four  rooms  of  mainly  tropical 
plants,  including  ferns.  The  orchid  collection  was  enhanced  by 
two  major  gifts. 

Numerous  tours  were  conducted  by  the  Garden  Club  for  other  plant - 
oriented  clubs,  schools,  colleges  and  other  organizations. 
About  4,800  buses  carrying  about  240,000  persons  paid  visits. 
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Vacht  Harbor 


William  L.  Gray 
Harbormaster 

The  San  Francisco  Yacht  Harbor  weathered  numerous  difficulties 
this  past  year--not  all  caused  by  storms.   For  the  first  time 
in  several  years,  It  has  been  possible  to  make  tremendous  pro- 
gress In  dealing  with  the  problems  of  a  steady  deterioration  of 
facilities  caused  by  Inadequate  protection  from  the  elements. 
Further  progress  Is  anticipated. 

The  major  project  was  the  construction  of  an  additional  section 
of  breakwater  at  Gas  House  Cove  at  a  cost  of  $264,000.   This 
closed  the  West  Entrance  to  stop  the  Incredible  amount  of  damage 
causing  surge  action.   The  United  States  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
also  plans  to  Install  a  float  fender  under  an  adjacent  Ft.  Mason 
pier  to  further  Inhibit  the  flow  of  water.  Water  erosion 
necessitated  the  reconstruction  of  the  seawall  between  the  St. 
Francis  Yacht  Club  and  the  old  Lighthouse.   Tne  rock -mound 
breakwater  near  the  Golden  Gate  Yacht  Club  will  be  reinforced. 

Installation  of  continuous  dock  fenders  has  been  completed  at 
West  Harbor.  Dock  fenders  at  berths  In  East  Harbor  and  new  dock 
boxes  for  all  berths  will  be  Installed  after  completion  of  major 
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dock  renewal.   A  pump -out  station,  which  also  serves  as  a  tleup 
for  visiting  boats  while  their  owners  register,  has  been  In- 
stalled for  boats  with  holding  tanks  in  West  Harbor  at  a  cost 
of  $68,000.  There  is  now  an  anemometer  and  weather  forecast 
board  at  the  Yacht  Harbor  Office.   Addition  of  a  yardarm  to  fly 
weather-warning  flags  is  planned. 

With  respect  to  maintenance,  many  problems  were  caused  by  40-60 
mlle-an-hour  winds  which  blew  on  occasion  from  December  through 
February.  Windy  conditions  forced  the  immediate  securing  and 
pumping  of  boats  and  later  repairs  to  docks.  The  patrol  craft 
was  renovated  to  provide  more  efficiency  as  a  security-patrol 
and  work  boat.   Receptacles  were  improved  to  comply  with  elec- 
trical safety  codes  and  plans  were  made  for  installation  of 
receptacles  at  transient  berths.   Also  planned  was  a  project  to 
change  the  power  source  for  navigation  lights  from  battery  power 
to  regular  city  power  in  the  interest  of  more  efficiency  in 
providing  safe  conditions.   The  East  Harbor  was  dredged  at  a 
cost  of  $12,000.  New  landscaping  at  the  East  Harbor  was  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $106,000. 

The  waiting  list  for  berths  continues  to  grow.   There  were  302 
names  added  for  a  total  of  more  than  1,900.   About  124  berths 
were  cancelled  and  reassigned.  Most  involved  boats  which 
changed  ownership.   About  135  berths  were  subletted  and  stricter 
attention  to  this  has  modified  a  serious  situation.   About  550 
boating  transients  paid  $9,715  for  berth  spaces.  Visitors  came 
from  the  Bay  Area,  from  all  sections  of  the  West  Coast  and  from 
sucn  far-away  places  as  Japan  and  the  Virgin  Islands.  Weekly 
routine  inventories  have  maintained  an  up-to-date  and  accurate 
accounting  of  all  craft  moored  along  with  the  enforcement  of 
the  proper  display  of  up-to-date  registrations. 

"The  Harbor  Flyer, "  a  newsletter,  draws  boatowner  attention  to 
Yacht  Harbor  activities,  problems,  planned  improvements  and 
other  information  of  general  interest. 
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A  new  breakwater  at  Gas  House  Cove  has  alleviated  the  many 
problems  to  boats  and  mooring  facilities  caused  by  heavy 
surges  of  water. 
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Stern  Grove 


One  of  the  West's  oldest  and  most  picturesque  events,  the  Mid- 
Summer  Music  Festival  at  Stern  Grove  attracted  more  than  200,000 
persons  to  a  series  of  nine  musical  events.  This  past  year, 
Concert -goers  were  able  to  enjoy  free  performances  of  ballet, 
opera,  ethnic  music  and  dances,  the  symphony,  historic  jazz, 
modern  jazz  and  Gilbert  and  Sullivan.  The  Grove  is  a  beautiful 
natural  amphitheater  surrounded  by  eucalyptus,  redwood  and  fir 
trees  and  New  Zealand  ferns.  Many  in  attendance  would  arrive 
early  to  enjoy  a  picnic  in  a  truly  unsurpassed  setting. 

The  festival  has  been  a  San  Francisco  tradition  since  1939.   It 
is  supported  by  donations  from  public -spirited  individuals  and 
business  firms  and  by  gifts  of  those  attending  individual  concerts 

The  grove  was  a  gift  to  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  by  Mrs. 
Sigmund  Stern  as  a  memorial  to  her  late  husband.   Both  of  the 
Sterns  were  among  San  Francisco's  most  distinguished  civic 
leaders  in  the  early  portion  of  this  century.   President  of  the 
San  Francisco  Recreation  Commission  for  many  years,  Mrs.  Stern 
founded  the  Stern  Grove  Festival  Association  in  1938. 

The  Festival  Association  cosponsors  the  concert  series  with  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
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Zoological 
Gardens 


Dr.  William  E.  Mottram 
Acting  Director 

A  wide  variety  and  a 
large  number  of  acti- 
vities made  the  past 
fiscal  year  the  busiest 
in  the  history  of  the 
San  Francisco  Zoologi- 
cal Gardens.  There 
were  a  number  of 
changes,  progressive 
and  constructive,  as 
the  Zoo  became  a  more 
important  center  of 
community  activity. 

A  new,  3,620-square- 
foot  animal  hospital, 
under  construction  for 
about  a  year,  was 
opened,  the  first  major 
project  for  rehabilita- 
tion and  expansion 
financed  by  proceeds 
from  admission  charges. 
At  the  same  time,  the 
food  preparation  and 
storage  area  was  re- 
modeled. The  project 
cost  about  $436,000. 
An  additional  $30,000 
for  architectural  fees 
was  provided  by  the  San 
Francisco  Zoological 
Society  and  $30,000 
worth  of  needed  hos- 
pital equipment  was 
donated  by  the  Friends 
of  the  Zoo  through  pro- 
ceeds from  a  Zoo  Fest. 

A  full-time  veterinary 
laboratory  technician 
was  added  to  the  staff. 
The  Veterinarian,  how- 
ever, had  to  share  his 
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The  new  Zoo  hospital  gets  plenty 
of  use.   One  patient  didn't  make 
it  to  the  new  structure.   Specially 
designed  boots  helped  May,  grande 
dame  of  the  elephants,  recover  at 
her  grotto  from  an  operation. 


time.   Dr.  William  E. 
Mottram  became  Acting 
Director  when  John  J. 
Spring  left  to  become 
first  Superintendent  of 
Parks  and  later  General 
Manager  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  most  important  act 
of  surgery  could  not 
be  performed  in  the 
hospital  as  the  patient 
was  too  big.   Infected 
channels  in  the  soles 
of  the  feet  of  the 
grand  dame  of  the  ele- 
phants, May,  were  re- 
moved and  the  animal 
wore  special  boots, 
designed  by  Keeper  John 
Wolf  and  Joe  Bynes, 
a  cobbler,  lined  with 
special  dressings.  The 
boots  cost  about  $600 
and  were  donated  by  the 
Zoological  Society. 

Visitors  watched  the 
fourth  successful,  un- 
assisted birth  of  a 
Lowland  Gorilla  at  the 
Zoo.   A  "Name  the 
Gorilla"  contest  was 
held  and  Bwana,  the 
father,  selected  Mkubwa 
from  six  finalists. 
The  other  baby  gorilla, 
Sunshine,  suffered  a 
fractured  bone.   He  was 
isolated  for  a  month 
and  volunteers  provided 
an  around-the-clock 
watch.   Lowland  Gorillas 
are  an  endangered 
species. 

The  orangutans  were  moved  into  a  remodeled  grotto  featuring  a 
tower  climbing  structure,  ropes,  tires,  swings,  hugh  cargo  nets 
and  rubber  buckets  for  play.  The  project  was  coordinated  by  Lee 
White,  a  graduate  psychology  student  at  San  Francisco  State, 
while  the  remodeling  was  planned  by  David  Gast,  an  experienced 
childrens  playground  designer. 


Latest  addition  to  San  Francisco's 
famous  Lowland  Gorilla  colony  is 
Mkubwa,  shown  here  cradled  in  the 
arms  of  mother  Jackie.  The  name 
of  the  infant  was  drawn  by  father 
Bwana  after  the  public  was  asked  to 
make  suggestions. 
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The  orangutans  got  a  new, 
Interesting  play  area. 


As  a  measure  to  protect  the  health 
of  the  animals,  feeding  was  banned 
and  "zoo  chow"  was  removed  from 
all  areas  except  the  Children's 
Zoo.  Two  security  guards  were 
hired  through  Comprehensive  Edu- 
cation and  Training  Act  (CETA) 
federal  funding  to  educate  the 
public  and  enforce  the  new  policy 
which  was  adopted  for  disease 
prevention  and  diet  control. 

The  demolition  of  Storyland  in 
the  Children's  Zoo,  built  in 
1959,  marked  the  beginning  of  the 
development  of  the  Children's  Zoo 
into  an  animal  conservation  cen- 
ter. 


The  Elephant  Train  was  replaced  with  a  Zebra-Zephyr,  a  starliner 
trackless  train,  which  makes  a  two -mile  circuit  in  about  30  min- 
utes. It  is  expected  to  haul  about  100,000  passengers  a  year. 

The  Zoological  Society  was  extremely  busy.  The  Zoomobile,  which 
is  operated  under  the  direction  of  Lora  LaMarca,  received  a 
grant  of  $20,000.  The  Zoomobile  visits  schools,  libraries  and 
day  camps.  The  Society  offered  a  crafts  program,  a  pet-care 
festival,  a  pumpkin  carving  day,  an  Easter  egg  decorating  festi- 
val and  hunt  and  a  Zootique,  a  Christmas  Fair  of  animal  crafts. 
The  Docent  Council  was  extremely  active  in  conducting  tours  for 
thousands  of  school  children  and  other  groups.  The  Docents  also 
sponsored  a  series  of  Summer  classes  for  both  children  and  adults 


ANIMAL  INVENTORY 
Orders   Families  Genera  Wild  Species  Wild  Specimens 


Mammals 

10 

32 

79 
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Birds 

18 

41 
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523 
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2 

6 

9 

11 

32 

30       79     210        314~ 
ATTENDANCE  1974  -  1975 


1,050 


Adults 

Children 

In     No.  of   Free 
Groups   Groups   Days 

Senior 
Citizens 

Total 
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460,637 

248,392 

78,180    2,460  147,511 
$  Receipts 
$230,349.00 

23,656 

952,899 

16 


Recreation 


Joseph  MIsuraca 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 

Operation  of  Recreation  activities  was  streamlined  this  past 
year  with  the  addition  of  more  administrative  control.  Follow- 
ing the  strong  recommendation  of  the  Plan  for  Action  adopted 
by  the  Blyth-Zellerbach  Committee  after  its  survey  of  all 
operations  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department,  two  Assistant 
Superintendents  were  added  to  facilitate  the  administration  of 
current  programs  and  the  development  and  addition  of  new  programs, 

Now  there  is  one  Assistant  Superintendent  for  Personnel  and 
Administration,  who  is  responsible  for  operation  of  the  neighbor- 
hood playgrounds  and  recreation  centers,  one  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent for  Athletics  and  one  Assistant  Superintendent  for 
Cultural  Affairs. 


Many  advantages  of  the  new  system  of  administration  already  have 
been  noted.   A  few  examples  have  been  the  establishment  of  new 
events  by  the  Cultural  Division  such  as  "The  Last  Great  Chocolate 
Banana  Fair"  and  plays  presented  by  "The  Blue  Moon  Players,"  a 
little  theater  group,  and  the  reorganization  by  the  Athletics 
Division  of  the  tennis  reservation  system  and  some  swimming  pool 
operations. 


A  young  man  takes  firm  grasp  of  the  namesake  attraction  at 
the  "Last  Great  Chocolate  Banana  Fair." 
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Men's  Athletics 


Raymond  Joe 
Principal  Supervisor 

Earl  Massoni 
Assistant  Supervisor 


Joe  Ardanaz 
Recreation  Supervisor 

Douglas  Lee 
Recreation  Director 


An  increased  demand  on  a  limited  number  of  facilities  for  various 
sports  was  noted  once  again  by  the  Men  and  Boys  Athletics  Divi- 
sion this  past  year.  Not  only  was  there  increased  participation 
in  many  Recreation  and  Park  Department  activities,  but  facilities 
were  provided  for  high  school,  junior  high  school,  college,  CYO, 
PAL  and  Flame  teams  along  with  teams  from  many  other  organiza- 
tions. Not  all  requests  for  facilities  could  be  accommodated. 

The  demands  for  use  of  softball  fields  were  so  heavy  that  various 
requests  by  25  independent  leagues  had  to  be  turned  down.   Lack 
of  enough  fields  severely  limited  practice  sessions  and  practice 
games  for  most  teams.  The  same  held  true  to  a  lesser  extent  for 
other  sports.  There  are  more  and  more  requests  each  year  but  the 
same  number  of  fields. 

Activities  for  young  men  eight  to  18  years  of  age  were  based 
either  on  neighborhood  or  city-wide  participation.  Both  team 
and  individual  sports  were  involved.  The  most  popular  activities 
were  basketball,  baseball,  softball,  touch-tackle  and  flag  foot- 
ball, track  and  field  and  soccer.  More  than  60  teams  partici- 
pated in  the  second  special  Summer  basketball  program.  At  the 
close  of  the  program,  Junior  (15  and  under)  and  Senior  (18  and 
under)  champions  played  their  counterparts  from  a  similar  program 
in  Oakland  in  a  double  header  at  Kezar  Pavilion.  Boxing  classes 
were  held  at  seven  sites  and  karate  classes  at  six  sites. 

Softball,  the  sport  of 
The  Great  Depression, 
proved  extremely  popular 
for  adults.  There  were 
196  teams  in  Pall 
leagues  and  175  teams  in 
Spring  leagues  for  an 
all-time  high.  There 
were  24  teams  in  four 
semipro  baseball  leagues, 


There  was  heavy  use  of 
fields  in  the  Beach 
Chalet  area  of  Golden 
Gate  Park  and  at 
Crocker  Amazon  Park 
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for  soccer.  The  same  held  true  at  the  Polo  Field  In  Golden  Gate 
Park  and  at  Crocker  Amazon  for  rugby,  field  hockey,  cricket  and 
lacrosse.  There  have  been  increases  in  participants  for  all  of 
these  sports  with  some  of  the  increases  sizeable. 

The  Industrial  Division  offered  a  year-round  program  for  member 
business  firms.   Among  the  most  popular  activities  were  volley- 
ball, basketball,  tennis,  golf,  table  tennis  and  softball.  The 
Industrial  Division  also  sponsored  a  trip  to  the  Lake  Tahoe  area 
for  skiing. 

Also  of  note  was  the  extension  of  operations  at  the  Sharp  Park 
Rifle  and  Pistol  Range.  The  Range,  previously  open  only  on  week 
ends,  now  is  in  operation  Wednesdays  through  Sundays. 
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Women's, 

GMs' 
Athletics 


Increased  partici- 
pation in  all 
activities  by  per- 
sons of  all  ages 
this  past  year  has 
been  noted  by  the 
Women's  and  Girls' 
Athletics  Division. 
This  Division, 
working  with  play- 
ground directors 
and  special  in- 
terest community 
groups,  provided  a 
diversified  program. 
In  addition,  some  re- 
creation centers  set 
aside  special  nights 
when  use  of  athletic 
facilities  was  restrict- 
ed to  women  only. 

Once  again,  there  was 
tremendous  interest  in 
tennis.   An  instruc- 
tional program  for 
young  persons  was  held 
over  the  Summer  months 
in  cooperation  with  the 
Youth  Tennis  Foundation, 
At  the  end  of  each  two- 
week  session,  those  who 
had  excelled  nad  tne 


Young  women  from  14  to  17  years 
of  age  throughly  enjoyed  play  in 
a  flag  football  league. 


Kenneth  Y.  Lowe 
Acting  Principal  Supervisor 

Lillian  Chang 
Assistant  Recreation  Supervisor 

Nan  Neal 
Recreation  Director 
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opportunity  to  receive  further  training  on  the  Golden  Gate  Park 
courts.   The  Youth  Tennis  Foundation  also  cooperated  in  the 
operation  of  seven  youth  clubs  at  recreation  centers  and  play- 
grounds the  rest  of  the  year.  Other  programs  of  tennis  instruc- 
tion were  conducted  by  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  as 
part  of  its  youth  program  and  by  the  National  Junior  Tennis 
League.  Among  the  major  events  for  young  persons  were  the 
Easter  Tournament,  the  Annual  City-Wide  Tournament,  The  Thanks- 
giving Inter-Club  Tournament  and  the  Christmas  "Grab  Bag"  tourna- 
ment. Mrs.  Helen  Wills  Roark,  former  world -renowned  player  from 
San  Francisco,  presented  the  awards  to  the  city-wide  tournament 
winners  in  the  11-12  year-old  section. 

The  courts  in  Golden  Gate  Park  were  heavily  utilized  and  served 
many  agencies  and  organizations  such  as  schools,  colleges  and 
the  Industrial  Division  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
These  courts  also  were  used  for  the  Northern  California  Tennis 
Association's  sectional  tournament  and  the  San  Francisco  City 
Championships. 

A  comprehensive  program  was  provided  for  about  50  business  and 
industrial  firms  through  the  Industrial  Division.  Tournaments 
were  offered  in  tennis,  volleyball,  bowling,  table  tennis,  golf 
and  basketball.  There  were  tennis  clinics  and  guitar  and  slim 
and  trim  classes  as  well  as  a  snow  trip  to  the  High  Sierra. 


The  three  bowling  greens  in  Golden  Gate  Park  were  popular 
attractions.  They  operated  in  cooperation  with  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Lawn  Bowling  Club  and  the  Golden  Gate  Women's  Lawn  Bowlers 
Association.  The  clubs  are  open  to  the  public  and  instruction 
and  equipment  are  available  for  beginners. 

There  were 
more  adult 
women  parti- 
cipating in 
softball  and 
volleyball 
than  ever 
before.  Other 
activities 
included 
basketball, 
table  tennis, 
kickball, 
volleyball, 
softball, 
jacks, 

checkers  and 
chess. 
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Jesse  Owens  Classic 


San  Francisco  was  singularly  honored  this  past  year  when  it  was 
chosen  as  the  site  for  the  11th  Annual  Jesse  Owens  Track  and 
Field  Classic.  The  meet  was  held  at  Kezar  Stadium  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  and  the  Atlantic 
Richfield  Company  and  drew  representatives  from  10  cities  in- 
cluding the  host  community.  Teams  representating  San  Francisco 
are  to  participate  in  future  meets  in  other  cities. 

The  Jesse  Owens  meet,  named  for  one  of  the  greatest  track  and 
field  performers  of  all  time,  is  designed  for  participation  by 
novices — individuals  who  have  not  placed  in  the  top  three  in  high 
school  or  AAU  championship  meets — in  age  group  classes.   Both 
young  men  and  women,  10  to  15  years  of  age,  compete.  Directed 
at  playground  level  youngsters,  the  meet  provides  competition  in 
basic  running,  jumping  and  throwing  events  with  an  emphasis  on 
the  value  of  participating  and  performing  to  the  best  of  one's 
ability.  This  is  in  keeping  with  Owen's  belief  that  young 
persons  are  the  greatest  resource  this  country  has  and  bringing 
them  together  in  a  competitive  situation  is  an  excellent  way  to 
develop  this  resource. 

About  400  persons  com- 
peted in  the  meet.   In 
addition  to  participa- 
ting in  events,  the 
young  visitors  to  San 
Francisco  had  the 
opportunity  for  sight- 
seeing in  The  City  and 
Marin  County.   Cities 
besides  San  Francisco 
involved  were  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, 
Boston,  Baltimore, 
Buffalo,  Chicago, 
Houston,  Los  Angeles 
and  Seattle.  No  team 
scores  were  kept. 

Participants  were  de- 
termined in  preliminary 
meets  in  each  city. 
The  three  preliminary 
meets  held  at  Kezar  to 
determine  membership  of 
the  San  Francisco  team 
drew  more  than  500 
entrants. 
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Aquatics 


Martin  Greenlaw 
Principal  Supervisor 

The  seven  indoor  pools, 
the  two  outdoor  pools, 
the  two  supervised 
beach  areas  and  a  lake 
front  area  have  lured 
more  than  1,500,000 
participants  and 
spectators  to  activi- 
ties of  the  Aquatics 
Division.   Although 
the  bulk  was  involved 
in  recreational 
swimming,  a  large  num- 
ber participated  in 
swimming  competitions 
or  received  instruc- 
tion. Many  took  ad- 
vantage of  excellent 
sailing  at  Lake  Merced, 
Trout  catches  were 
slightly  down  at  Lake 
Merced  with  the  re- 
appearance of  some 
species  of  "trash" 
fish.  Treatment  of 


The  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
administered  activities  at  Phelan 
Beach  by  the  Golden  Gate  for  perhaps 
the  last  time  this  past  Summer. 
Recently,  the  property  was  turned 
over  to  the  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  of  the  Federal 
Government. 


A  pleasure  boat  "comes  around"  while  plying  the  waters  of  Lake 
Merced. 
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the  North  section  has  been  planned. 


Instruction  was  part  of  the  normal,  year-round  program  at  the 
Indoor  pools.  In  addition,  there  was  a  special  "Learn  to  Swim" 
program  conducted  during  the  Summer  months  in  cooperation  with 
the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  San  Francisco  Unified  School  Dis- 
trict.  "Learn  to  Swim"  provided  instruction  for  about  32,000 
young  men  and  women.  About  350  teenaged  swimmers  acted  as  in- 
structors and  administrative  aides,  receiving  valuable  experi- 
ence. Regular  classes  were  offered  year-round  to  persons  of  al" 
ages,  including  preschool  children,  and  lured  about  15,650. 
Indoor  pools  were  used  by  about 
2,100  handicapped  persons  and 
were  the  sites  for  training  and 
competition  by  entrants  in  the 
Special  Olympics  for  the  mentally 
retarded. 

Throngs  of  younger  persons  made 
good  use  of  the  Department's  two 
portable  pools.  They  were  loca- 
ted at  the  Commodore  Stockton 
schoolyard  in  Chinatown  and  at 
the  Bessie  Carmichael  schoolyard 
in  the  South  of  Market  area. 

Many  civic  agencies  use  Aquatics 
Division  facilities  to  enrich 
their  programs.  The  list  con- 
tinues to  grow.  The  various 
groups  included  the  Boy  and  Girl 
Scouts,  the  Camp  Fire  Girls, 
Cameron  House  and  Canon  Kip. 

The  Merionettes,  cosponsored  by 
the  Department,  once  again  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  outstanding 
sychronized  swimming  groups  in 
the  country.  These  talented 
young  women  won  regional  and 
national  championships.   Also, 
outstanding  swimmers  represented 
San  Francisco  in  meets  throughout 
California.  Eight  interdepart- 
mental teams  were  sponsored. 

In  spite  of  the  growing  problem 
of  more  and  more  "trash"  fish, 
thousands  of  anglers,  young  and 
old,  enjoyed  angling  at  Lake 
Merced.  Many  fine  catches  were 
reported. 


The  popular  "Learn  to  Swim"  pro- 
gram gave  teenagers  the  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  valuable  in- 
structional experience. 


24 


Junior  Museum 


A.  Kirk  Conragan 
Director 

The  unique  program  of  the  Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum 
fills  for  many  persons  a  role  of  education  combined  with  re- 
creation through  interpretation  and  participation  in  various 
projects,  classes  and  related  activities.   Programs  in  the 
sciences  and  the  arts  drew  115,225  persons  over  the  year. 

Science  classes  offered  for  persons  nine  to  16  years  of  age 
included  conservation,  botany,  biology,  herpetology,  gardening, 
paleontology,  anthropology,  animal  study,  chemistry  and  a  num- 
ber of  related  subjects  such  as  magic,  the  making  of  science 
puzzles  and  equestrian  knowledge. 

Arts  and  crafts  and  industrial  arts  classes  for  both  young  per- 
sons and  adults  included  painting  and  sketching,  ceramics, 
sculpture,  batik,  weaving,  leaded  glass,  herb  cooking,  calli- 
graphy, woodworking,  mechanics,  plastics,  metal  work  and  photo- 
graphy . 


Classroom  work  was  augumented  by  ex- 
hibits, motion  pictures,  animal  demon- 
strations, science  demonstrations  and 
field  trips, including  trips  for 
families. 

Visiting  school  classes  took  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  many  exhibits  and 
collections  on  display  such  as  the 
collection  of  small  domestic  and  wild 
animals.  Students  in  the  625  visiting 
classes  were  on  hand  for  lectures  and 
demonstrations  and  workshops  as  well  as 
sight-seeing  tours. 

Field  trips  have  always  been  the  most 
popular  means  of  gaining  a  better 
understanding  and  appreciation  of 
nature.  This  past  year,  the  Junior 
Museum  offered  a  new  concept  of  obser- 
vation— from  horseback.  Families  had 
the  opportunity  to  ride  the  Skyline 
Ridge  and  to  see  the  wildflowers  in 
bloom  and  the  roaming  wildlife  of  the 
Coast  Range.  The  southerly  migration 
of  the  grey  whale  was  observed  at 
Point  Reyes. 


A  competitor  in  the 
popular  "Rodent 
Rodeo"  holds  his 
furry  entry. 


The  transportation  of  animals  for  display  at  playgrounds  and 
day  camps,  short  field  trips  and  the  pickup  of  supplies  was 
facilitated  by  the  acquisition  of  a  sports  van.  Part  of  the 
cost  was  borne  by  the  Museum  Society. 

The  Josephine  D.  Randall  Museum  Society,  formerly  the  Josephine 
D.  Randall  Junior  Museum  Auxiliary,  continued  its  very  active 
interest.  Among  the 
projects  funded  by  the 

Society  were  the  up-         K5&a^^'V!'-y,^:'^ 
dating  of  the  California  I    BfflB2Sfc&& ">' 9  H 

Indian  exhibit,  the       B^K*P-   ll^^^VflB         £  '•"' 

design  of  the  mineral 
exhibit  and  the  pur- 
chase of  new  books, 
magazines  and  scienti- 
fic specimens. 

Members  of  the  Society 
served  as  hosts  and 
hostesses  on  Randall 
Night  for  an  open 
house. 
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The  Photography  Center  at  50  Scott 
Street  near  the  corner  of  Duboce  is 
close  to  public  transportation.   Its 
many  facilities,  such  as  the  studio 
shown  below,  are  heavily  used. 


Photography 
Center 


John  Giosso 
Director 

The  unique  Photography 
Center  operated  by  the 
Recreation  and  Park  De- 
partment again  noted  an 
increase  in  both  member- 
ship and  income.   Cele- 
brating its  20th  anni- 
versary at  the  Recrea- 
tional Arts  Building,  50 
Scott  Street,  the  Center 
had  more  than  2,500 
active  members. 

The  Center  has  every- 
thing for  the  amateur 
photographer  at  very 
reasonable  rates.  Faci- 
lities include  a  dark- 
room, a  studio,  a 
library  and  a  film  devel- 
oping room.   There  is 
washing,  drying  and 
|  mounting  equipment. 
Prints  of  almost  any 
size  may  be  produced  by 
the  40  Omega  enlargers. 
The  Center  is  the  largest 
municipally  operated 
photography  facility  in 
the  United  States. 

Although  classes  in  all 
phases  of  both  black  and 
white  and  color  photo- 
graphy are  offered  on  a 
year-round  basis,  the 
Center  is  not  a  school. 
It  is  a  place  where  per- 
sons interested  in  photo- 
graphy can  get  involved, 
particularly  beginners. 

'  No  professional  work  is 

|  allowed. 
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The  membership  fees  last  year  were  only  $10  for  30  uses  of  the 
darkroom  and  $6  for  15  uses.  Students  under  19  and  senior 
citizens  paid  half  price.  The  fees  were  increased  to  $.15  and 
$10  this  year. 

One  of  the  high  points  of  the  Center's  varied  program  is  a 
special  Photo  Day.  Thousands  of  amateur  "shutter-bugs,"  in 
search  of  prizes,  throng  to  Stern  Grove  to  photograph  live 
models  as  well  as  the  fascinating  natural  beauty  of  the  area. 


Here  are  some  of  the  multitudes  of  "lens-lizards"  who  throng 
to  Stern  Grove  for  the  Annual  Photo  Day  activities. 
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Handicapped  Services 


The  famed 
Dixieland 
band  of  trom- 
bonist Turk 
Murphy  enter- 
tains at  one 
of  the  many 
social  events 
staged  for 
the  handi- 
capped. 


Edward  R.  Kelly 
Supervisor 

Don  C.  Franklin 
Recreation  Director 

Through  organized  recreational  activities  of  social  interaction, 
the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department  has  continued 
to  excel  in  providing  a  vital  community  need—service  to  the 


ATTENDANCE 


Jackson  Playground 


Ocean  View  Recreation  Center 
Grattan  Playground 
Fulton  Playground 
Sunset  Recreation  Center 
Midtown  Terrace  Playground 
Garfield  Pool 
Balboa  Pool 
Hamilton  Pool 
North  Beach  Pool 


8,600  (Program  discontinued 
for  6  weeks  ror 
building  improvement) 

1,255 
1,314 

357 
1,320 

429 
1,632 
2,337 
1,440 

480 
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handicapped.  This  pro- 
gram, based  on  the  philo- 
sophy that  the  individual 
comes  first,  has  continued 
to  grow  and  last  year  the 
participation  in  many 
facets  reached  all-time 
highs. 

The  mentally  retarded 
and  physically  disabled 
were  served  with  a 
variety  of  programs. 
They  ranged  from  arts 
and  crafts  to  cooking, 
drama,  body  rhythms, 
music,  sports  and  cul- 
tural activities. 

Two  social  events  of  the 
past  year  stand  out. 
Agencies  from  Alameda, 
Oakland  and  Livermore 
cooperated  in  a  Halloween 
party  for  about  600  per- 
sons at  the  Hall  of 
Flowers  in  Golden  Gate 
Park.  At  the  annual 
Christmas  luncheon,  tur- 
keys were  provided  by  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Depart- 
ment and  were  prepared  and 
served  by  the  Department's 
Truck  No.  9  to  165  persons. 
Gifts  were  provided  for 
the  seventh  straight  year 
by  the  Bay  Area  Service 
League.   Other  social 
events  were  made  possible  through  generous  donations  by  the 
Community  Relations  Division  of  the  San  Francisco  Police  and 
Fire  Departments,  The  Service  League  and  the  San  Francisco  Care- 
takers Guild. 

During  the  Summer,  there  were  trips  to  Marine  World,  Santa  Cruz, 
the  Napa  Valley  and  Lake  Anza.  Also,  a  series  of  movie  showings 
was  conducted  by  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department's  Police 

Athletic  League. 

Once  again,  the  Special  Olympics  for  the  mentally  retarded  were  a 
huge  success.  About  550  persons  competed  in  a  track  meet  at  Kezar 
Stadium  and  a  swimming  meet  at  Balboa  Pool.  The  San  Francisco  team 
brought  home  78  medals  for  the  California  meet  at  Westwood  and  five 
of  the  double  gold  medal  winners  were  selected  to  compete  in  the 
International  meet  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Michigan. 


About  550  mentally  retarded  persons 
competed  in  the  Third  Annual  Special 
Olympics  Track  and  Field  meet  at 
Kezar  Stadium. 


30 


■  -J  i«T 

4 


Day  Camps 


The  two  day  camps  operated  by  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
seem  to  be  more  popular  than  ever.   The  past  year  the  demand  was 
exceedingly  heavy  and  almost  every  week-long  session  had  maximum 
attendance.  The  camps  are  for  young  men  and  women  seven  to  12 
years  of  age. 

The  Silver  Tree  Camp,  located  in  Glen  Canyon  below  Diamond 
Heights,  and  the  Pine  Lake  Camp,  located  west  of  Stern  Grove, 
provided  invigorating  and  enlarging  outdoor  experiences.  Major 
activities  included  nature  hikes,  arts  and  crafts,  visits  to  the 
Zoo,  nature  study,  campfire  events  and  fishing  (at  Pine  Lake 
only).   Special  instructional  visits  were  made  by  representatives 
of  the  Josephine  D.  Randall  Museum,  the  Zoomobile  of  the  San 
Francisco  Zoological  Society  and  the  Police  Department's  dog 
patrol. 

Campers  were  picked  up  by  a  bus  on  week  days  at  neighborhood 
playgrounds,  the  registration  sites.   Sessions  were  9  a.m.  to 
4  p.m.  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  and  1  to 
8  p.m.  on  Thursdays.  The  camps  attracted  different  persons  in 
each  of  the  11  weeks  of  operation. 
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Children  gather  at  the  Rotunda 
in  City  Hall  for  the  annual 
singing  of  Christmas  carols. 
Below  the  Recreation  Symphony 
entertains  at  one  of  the  many 
functions  of  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  at  Stern 
Grove. 


Music 
Division 


William  Booth 
Acting  Supervisor 

Music  plays  a  very  important 
role  in  the  lives  of  San 
Francisco  residents.  The  Re- 
creation and  Park  Department 
in  turn  has  musical  activities 
for  persons  of  all  ages  in  all 
sections  of  The  City  on  a  year- 
round  basis. 

For  children,  there  are  play- 
ground music  periods  with  action 
songs,  folk  songs,  rhythm  bands 
and  creative  music  along  with 
recorder  and  ukulele  classes. 

For  teenagers,  there  are  folk 
guitar  classes  at  beginning  and 
advanced  levels  and  classes  in 
percussion  instruments. 

For  adults,  there  are  the  Re- 
creation Symphony  Orchestra,  the 
Big  Band  Workshop,  the  Tillmany 
Orchestra,  the  Golden  Gate  Band 
and  folk  guitar  classes  at  be- 
ginning and  advanced  levels. 

For  senior  citizens,  there  are 
various  activities  at  the  Golden 
Gate  and  Yerba  Buena  Centers  and 
at  Hamilton  Recreation  Center 
while  the  handicapped  receive 
assistance  at  Jackson  and  Grattan 
Playgrounds  and  at  Ocean  View 
Recreation  Center. 

In  the  Summer,  there  were  soul 
and  blues  concerts  at  the  Music 
Concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
and  twilight  concerts  at  parks, 
squares  and  recreation  centers. 
Musical  groups  were  involved  with 
Children's  Days  at  Sharon  Meadow 
in  Golden  Gate  Park. 
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Arts  and  Crafts 


Roslyn  J.  Beauchamp 
Acting  Supervisor 

Popular  city-wide  programs  both  for  the  general  public  and 
Recreation  staff  members  were  conducted  by  the  busy  Arts  and 
Crafts  Department  throughout  the  past  year. 

The  Fleishhacker  Building  on  the  Great  Highway  now  is  the  head- 
quarters for  the  Division  and  facilities  there  were  dedicated  in 
December.   It  is  at  this  building  that  classes  were  conducted  for 
adults  in  ceramics,  raku  firing,  leaded  glass,  china  painting  and 
film  animation.   Parent-Child  workshops  again  were  held  at 
Peixotto  Playground  while  seasonal  programs  for  both  adults  and 
youngsters  were  conducted  at  recreation  centers  and  playgrounds 
in  all  sections  of  San  Francisco.  In  addition,  a  special  Christ- 
mas workshop  was  held  by  directors  from  playgrounds  for  residents 
in  one  area  of  the  Western  Addition. 

Staff  members  were  given 
the  opportunity  to  gain 
professional  development 
in  a  studio  environment 
in  such  subject  areas  as 
ceramics  and  leaded 
glass.  In  cooperation 
with  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District, 
teachers  could  enroll 
in  these  courses  to 
obtain  increment 
credits. 

The  Division  also  con- 
ducted training  sessions 
for  new  employees  en- 
rolled in  a  federally- 
funded  program. 

Special  services  were 
provided  by  Playmobile 
visits  to  areas  not 
immediately  adjacent  to 
playgrounds  and  recrea- 
tion centers. 
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A  highly  successful  Summer  project,  cosponsored  with  the 
Neighborhood  Arts  Program,  saw  young  persons  put  together 
their  own  circus  at  locations  in  all  sections  of  the  City, 
They  received  expert  assistance  from  professionals  in 
staging  the  events. 

Drama 

and  Dance 

Doris  Sanchez 
Recreation  Supervisor 

The  Drama  and  Dance  Division 
furnishes  a  wide  scope  of  acti- 
vities for  a  large  number  of 
persons  of  all  ages  and  in  all 
sections  of  The  City. 

Many  programs  were  staged  this 
past  year  at  the  Recreational 
Arts  Building,  50  Scott  Street. 
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There  was  a  dramatic  increase 
in  attendance  for  women's 
belly  dancing  classes  under 
the  direction  of  the  artful 
Hoda. 


These  included  folk,  square  and 
round  dance  classes  for  adult 
and  senior  men  and  women,  special 
dance  classes  for  adult  women; 
junior  ballet  and  modern  dance 
classes  for  young  women;  folk, 
square  dance,  jazz  and  modern 
dance  classes  for  children,  pup- 
petry and  storytelling  classes. 
Activities  are  planned  and  or- 
ganized at  the  Recreational  Arts 
Building,  a  center  for  dance 
files,  a  play  library,  puppets 
and  costumes  used  at  playgrounds 
and  recreation  centers. 

Activities  at  playgrounds  and 
recreation  centers  included 
storytelling,  play  production, 
magic  shows  and  folk  dancing  for 
children  and  folk,  square  and 
round  dancing  for  seniors  and 
adults.  Several  units  had  pup- 
petry and  puppet  workshops  while 
classes  in  ethnic,  jazz  and  modern 
dancing  were  held  at  five  play- 
grounds. A  newly-formed  repertory 
company  for  adults,  "The  Blue  Moon 
Players,"  presented  theatrical 
productions  at  the  Glen  Park 
Recreation  Center. 


The  Drama  and  Dance  Advisory  Committee  helped  to  sponsor  classes 
in  belly  dancing  for  women  and  workshops  in  children's  theater. 

The  Golden  Gate  and  Storyland  Storytelling  Leagues  proved  popular, 
There  was  involved  participation  in  the  "Last  Great  Chocolate 
Banana  Fair"  at  Stern  Grove,  Children's  Days  at  Sharon  Meadows  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Christmas  season  productions  at  the  Recreation- 
al Arts  Building  and  the  Friends  of  the  Park  Field  Day  at  Kezar 
Stadium.  Regional  folk  dance  festivals  were  held  at  Kezar 
Pavilion,  Funston  Recreation  Center  and  Stern  Grove  while  dance 
groups  presented  programs  at  convalescent  homes,  housing  centers 
and  festivals  and  to  the  East  Bay  Women's  Dance  Circle,  residents 
of  Laguna  Honda  Home,  the  French  Hospital  Treasurer's  Ball  and 
Youth  for  Service. 
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First  graduation 
for  her--dance 
time  for  them. 


Senior  Citizens, 
Tiny  Tots 


Elean  Thomas 
Recreation  Supervisor 

Persons  60  years  of  age  and  over  in  San 
Francisco  this  past  year  have  been  stimula- 
ted by  and  have  enjoyed  programs  of  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  at  the  Golden 
Gate  and  Yerba  Buena  Centers  which  have 
full-time  operations  and  at  21  recreation 
centers  and  playgrounds  which  have  activi- 
ties one  day  a  week.  These  activities  have 
included  lectures,  cultural  programs,  trips, 
holiday  parties,  classes  on  various  subjects, 
bowling  and  exercise.   Attendance  at  all 
centers  has  shown  an  increase. 

Clubs  were  able  to  participate  in  a  day 
camp  sponsored  by  the  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area,  a  Summer  fishing  program 
sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco  Commission 
on  Aging  and  in  counselling  on  health  and 
pension  matters.   The  22nd  Annual  Hobby  Show 
was  held  at  the  Hall  of  Flowers  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  and  more  than  1,100  persons 
attended  the  Eighth  Annual  Senior  Citizens 
Variety  Show  and  Dance. 

The  special  program  for  preschool  young 
persons  three  to  five  years  of  age  was  con- 
ducted at  37  playgrounds.   Tiny  Tots  acti- 
vities provided  a  growing  and  thinking 
experience  through  various  types  of  play, 
exercise  programs,  simple  cooking  projects 
and  holiday  parties.   Enrollment  in  Tiny 
Tots  has  helped  young  persons  develop  atti- 
tudes and  habits  which  can  facilitate  ad- 
justing to  school  life. 
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Playmobiles 
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ruck  trailers,  housing  sports  and  games 
ation  to  impacted  areas  not  close  to  parks 
ties.   This  past  Summer,  visits  by  Play- 
ndants  proved  to  be  particularly  popular 
ion,  Hunter's  Point,  Western  Addition, 
Noe  Valley  areas.   In  addition,  the  two 
special  activities  such  as  the  newly 

Chocolate  Banana  Fair"  at  Stern  Grove, 
ents  at  Sharon  Meadow  in  Golden  Gate 
f  Recreation  and  Parks  Field  Day  at  Kezar 


The  Playmobiles  serve  as  vehicles  which  transport  recreational 
equipment  and  leadership  and  not  as  recreational  facilities 
themselves.   The  equipment  has  included  trampolines,  table 
tennis,  volleyballs,  teather  balls,  loop-o-balls  and  various 
materials  for  arts  and  crafts  programs.   Roller  skates  have  been 
provided  in  areas  feasible  for  skating. 

Qualified  instructors  from  the  staffs  of  the  Playmobiles  conduct 
trampoline  classes  at  various  recreation  centers  throughout  the 
year. 
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Workreation 


Young  men  and  women  have  the  opportunity  to  earn  while  they 
learn  when  they  participate  in  the  unique  Workreation  program 
of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department.   This  program  also  has 
the  potential  for  inspiring  young  men  and  women  for  a  career  in 
recreation  and  parks  work,  hopefully  in  San  Francisco. 

This  is  what  about  150  high  school  juniors  and  seniors  discovered 
this  past  Summer.  They  were  employed  six  hours  a  day  for  five 
days  a  week  over  a  six-week  period  in  June  and  July.   They  were 
involved  in  virtually  every  type  of  Department  activity  with  four 
hours  a  work  day  on  the  job  and  two  hours  at  supervised  recrea- 
tion. 

Those  participating  were  selected  by  a  board  of  Department  em- 
ployes and  public  spirited  citizens  on  the  basis  of  economic  need, 
social  need  for  work  experience  and  ability  to  perform  a  job. 
The  enrollments  of  public  and  private  schools  were  used  as  a 
basis  for  allotting 
applications  to  each 
school. 

Among  the  host  of  jobs 
filled  by  Workreation 
employes  were  gardener, 
swimming  pool  attendant, 
and  secretary.   They 
worked  at  recreation 
centers,  in  administra- 
tive offices,  in  the 
business  division,  at 
the  day  camps,  with 
handicapped  services 
and  at  senior  citizens 
centers.   Workreation 
employes  were  assigned 
to  the  personnel, 
accounting  and  payroll 
sections  for  the  spec!  - 
fie  purpose  of  prepar- 
ing the  payroll  for 
their  fellow  Summer 
workers  and  themselves. 

It  was  the  fifteenth 
Summer  this  program  was 
conducted . 
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Golf 


John  Grant 
Director  of  Golf 
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This  determined  young  lady- 
was  one  of  the  many  young- 
sters who  took  advantage  of 
free  clinics  at  the  Lincoln 
McLaren  and  Harding  Park 
Courses. 

Park  and  Lincoln  Park,  and 
Park,  Golden  Gate  Park  (all 


Dave  Del  Carlo 
Asst.  Director 


Fred  Obayashi 
Asst.  Director 


Operation  of  San  Francisco's  six 
municipal  courses  was  revised  this 
past  year  with  the  creation  of  a 
separate  department.   Previously, 
responsibility  had  been  divided 
between  the  Recreation,  Parks  and 
Business  Departments. 

John  Grant,  an  expert  formerly  with 
a  golf  consulting  firm,  was  named 
Director  of  Golf.  This  move 
followed  the  recommendation  in  the 
Plan  for  Action  prepared  for  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Commission  by 
the  Blyth-Zellerbach  Committee  and 
is  expected  to  facilitate  rejuvena- 
ting and  upgrading  of  all  facilities 
and  to  make  operations  more  effec- 
tive and  more  efficient. 


The  new  Department  now  has  sole 
responsibility  at  the  three  18- 
hole  courses,  Harding  Park,  Sharp 
the  three  nine -hole  courses,  McLaren 
par  three  holes)  and  Fleming. 


One  of  the  first  moves  was  the  establishment  at  McLaren  Park  of 
what  is  perhaps  the  most  reasonable  price  policy  for  a  metro- 
politan course  in  the  United  States.  The  price  was  set  at  75 
cents  for  a  nine-hole  round  Mondays  through  Fridays.   A  short 
time  later,  Grant  announced  that  the  new  policy  had  resulted  in 
an  increase  of  about  10  per  cent  in  play  at  the  3,063-yard  layout 
and  that  the  increase  was  realized  not  only  on  week  days  but  on 
week  ends  as  well.  He  said  that  the  increase  meant  that  some  of 
the  pressures  had  been  taken  off  some  of  the  other  courses. 
Grant  also  indicated  that  further  important  changes  at  McLaren 
were  in  the  advanced  planning  stage. 

Increases  were  shown  for  the  entire  golf  system;   Revenues  were 
up  about  10^  per  cent  and  the  number  of  rounds  were  up  about 
nine  per  cent.   Of  course,  the  weather  in  San  Francisco  invites 
year-round  play.   In  the  comparatively  wet  month  of  January, 
29,263  rounds  were  played  at  the  three  l8-hole  courses.   Parti - 
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cipation  in  free  clincs  for  young 
men  and  women  also  was  higher. 

The  City  Championship  Tournament 
still  was  the  nation's  largest 
with  more  than  2,000  participants. 
Other  important  tournaments  in- 
cluded the  City  Junior,  the  Father 
and  Son  and  the  National  Public 
Links  Qualifying. 

Of  decided  help  in  advancing  the 
cause  of  the  links  sport,  Grant 
said,  was  a  new  brochure,  "Enjoy 
Golf  in  San  Francisco,"  published 
by  the  Department's  Public  Ser- 
vices Office, 

A  support  group,  the  Citizens 
Golf  Association,  was  formed 
and  after  careful  study  and 
review  submitted  to  city  officials 
and  civic  leaders  a  five-year 
action  plan  for  renewal  and  im- 
provement of  all  six  courses. 

Before  assembling  the  proposed 
action  plan,  representatives 
from  the  men's  and  women's  clubs 
at  each  course  made  monthly  sur- 
veys. They  interviewed  hundreds 
of  players  over  the  period  of  a 
year.  Cooperating  with  the  CGA 
were  representatives  of  minority 
and  ethnic  groups. 


Powerful  Frank  Mazion  (right), 
two  times  a  finalist  in  the 
City  Championship  Tournament, 
was  runnerup  in  the  1974 
National  Publinx  event. 


Harding 
Fleming 
Lincoln 
Sharp  Park 
Golden  Gate 
McLaren 

Registration  Fees 


Revenues 

$306,848 

98,023 

138,976 

146,780 

64,127 

28,053 

.  1?.733. 
$796,540 


Rounds  of  Play 

82,432 
81,918 
56,571 
50,029 
53,080 
17,463 


341,493 
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Training 


Don  Brown 
Training  Officer 

Recreation  and  Park  Department  employees  are  able  to  learn  new 
skills  and  brush  up  on  old  ones  through  newly-instituted  training 
programs.   In  addition,  new  employes  involved  in  special  programs 
are  able  to  get  the  know-how  in  order  to  make  recreation  and  park 
work  a  career.   Over  the  past  year,  the  Department  was  involved  in 
Pesticide  Safety  Training,  Supervision  and  Management  Training  and 
a  federally -funded  program  for  young  people.   Other  programs  will 
be  conducted  as  the  need  arises. 

Pesticide  Safety  Training  involved  more  than  100  employes  of  the 
City  and  County  with  75  per  cent  from  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department.   It  was  cosponsored  by  Ray  Bozzini,  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture. 


Supervision  and  Management  Training  has  been  conducted 
tinuing  basis  since  this  past  January.   It  has  involved 
Supervision,  Management,  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Human  Relations  and 
Organizational  Behavior, 
Interpersonal  Communica- 
tions, Employe  Develop- 
ment and  Performance 
Appraisal  and  the  Im- 
proving of  Management 
and  Productivity 
(Management  by  Objec- 
tive). 

The  special  program, 
federally -funded  with 
$250,000  allotted 
through  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Manpower,  has 
involved  30  young  per- 
sons who  have  indicated 
an  interest  in  careers 
in  recreation.  This 
program  emphasizes  ex- 
tensive orientation, 
supervised  work  experi- 
ence at  recreation 
centers  and  playgrounds 
and  course  work  at  the 
City  College  of  San 
Francisco  in  recreation 
and  related  subject 
areas. 
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Camp  Mather 


As  has  been  the  case  for  the 
past  51  years,  Camp  Mather, 
the  Recreation  and  Park  De- 
partment's family  Summer 
resort  in  tne  High  Sierra, 
drew  a  large  group  of  vaca- 
tioners. Located  near 
Yosemite  on  the  Tuolumne  River 
Gorge,  Camp  Mather  offers  ex- 
cellent facilities  and  accom- 
modations at  modest  prices. 

There  are  electrically-lighted 
cabins  grouped  in  groves  of 

'{|  towering  pine,  cedar  and  fir 
trees  which  can  accommodate 
families  and  groups  of  various 
sizes.  As  part  of  the  vaca- 

*•  tion  package,  three  substan- 
tial meals  are  served  daily. 


Activities  include  swimming 
in  Birch  Lake  and  in  a  pool, 
hiking,  games,  horseback- 
riding  and  fishing.  There 
are  numerous  mountain  trails 
nearby  with  some  leading  to 
breathtaking  views  of  the 
Tuolumne  River  Gorge,  Hetch 
Hetchy  Valley  and  O'Shaugh- 
nessy  Dam.  There  are  facili- 
ties for  tennis,  badminton, 
table  tennis,  horseshoes, 
volleyball  and  softball. 

Camp  Mather  is  situated  about 
180  miles  east  of  San  Francisco, 
It  can  be  reached  by  California 
Highway  No.  120.   There  is 
Greyhound  bus  service  on  week- 
ends in  July  and  August. 
2  Vacation  stays  are  available 
to  both  residents  and  non- 
residents of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco. 
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of  Recreation  and  Parks 


The  Recreation  and  Park  Department  gets  firm  support  from  impor- 
tant outside  sources.   A  nonprofit  organization,  Friends  of 
Recreation  ana  Parks,  stimulates  involvement  of  members  of  the 
business  community  and  civic-minded  citizens  in  the  programs  and 
activities  of  the  Department.  The  Friends  also  obtain  financial 
support  for  a  broad  range  of  Department  programs  involving  horti- 
cultural, educational,  musical,  cultural  and  athletic  activities, 

According  to  William  MacColl,  President  of  the  Friends,  it  was  a 
busy  year  for  the  organization. 

An  important  project,  the  Moon-Viewing  Garden  in  the  Strybing 
Arboretum,  was  completed,  thanks  to  a  generous  gift  from  the 
Sanwa  Bank.   Planning  for  another  project  progressed  with  the 
receipt  of  $50,000  from  Walter  Shorenstein  upon  the  retirement 
of  Mary  B.  Connolly  as  Secretary  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Com- 
mission. This  was  followed  by  a  gift  of  $40,000  from  the  Lucie 


Members  of 
Friends  of  Re- 
creation and 
Parks  marvelled 
at  tne  intra- 
cacies  of  a 
special  etnnic 
dance  program 
presented  at 
the  Japanese 
Tea  Garden  in 
Golden  Gate 
Park. 
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A  large  group  of  young  men  and  women 
celebrated  the  end  of  Summer  activities 
at  recreation  centers  and  playgrounds 
at  the  Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks i 
Field  Day  at  Kezar  Stadium. 


Stern  Bequest,  Walter  Haas,  Trustee. 
These  donations,  along  with  funds  from 
the  Claude  Gorley  and  Alfred  Fuhrmann 
Bequests  will  be  used  as  a  Bicentennial 
project  to  renovate  the  Children's 
Playground  in  Golden  Gate  Park  which  is 
thought  to  be  the  oldest  play  area  in 
the  United  States  set  aside  exclusively  for  young  persons. 


«m 


The  Friends  are  working  with  the  "Adopt -a -Park"  Committee  of  the 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  generate  further  funding  of 
other  rehabilitation  and  construction  projects. 

More  than  2,500  youngsters  participated  in  the  Annual  Friends' 
Field  Day  at  Kezar  Stadium.  The  event,  which  featured  games, 
music,  dancing,  play  with  animals  and  food,  was  made  possible 
through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Shorenstein. 

A  large  group  of  Friends  attended  a  special  program  at  the 
Japanese  Tea  Garden  in  Golden  Gate  Park  which  featured  traditional 
Japanese  food  plus  traditional  dances  such  as  The  Sword  Dance. 
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Bicentennial 


The  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  is  deeply 
involved  in  the  cele- 
bration of  our  Nation's 
and  our  City's  200th 
Birthdays. 

Recognition  of  the  Twin 
Bicentennial  began  with 
a  "Patriot's  Day"  cele- 
bration in  April.   Among 
those  participating  were 
a  horseman  from  Golden 
Gate  Park  who  spurred 
his  steed  around  Civic 
Center  Plaza  posing  as 
Paul  Revere,  a  group 
from  the  Department 
posing  as  "The  Spirit 
of  '76,"  the  Sixth  Army 
Band,  students  from  Paul 
Revere  School  and  Depart- 
ment officials  and  civic 
dignataries.  Other  acti- 
vities were  held  that 
day  in  Union  Square. 

Shortly  thereafter, 
about  80,000  redwood 
tree  seeds  were  planted 
in  the  Strybing  Arboretum  by  young  men  and  women  from  San 
Francisco  and  Fort  Bragg.  The  resultant  seedlings  will  be 
presented  in  1976  as  Bicentennial  gifts  to  members  of  school 
groups  which  visit  the  Arboretum. 

Also,  a  fund-raising  drive  by  a  civic-minded  group  outside  the 
Department  was  intensified  so  that  reconstruction  of  the  wind- 
mills in  Golden  Gate  Park  could  be  a  Bicentennial  year  project. 
Department  employes  made  a  sizeable  contribution  on  a  volunteer 
basis. 

Many  special  Bicentennial  events  and  projects,  such  as  renova- 
tion of  the  Children's  Playground  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  will  be 
held  by  the  Department  in  1976  and  others  will  be  held  in  con- 
junction with  other  organizations.  The  Department  intends  to  do 
its  utmost  to  make  San  Francisco's  Twin  Bicentennial  a  huge 
success. 


The  "Spirit  of  '76"  lets  Noontime 
visitors  to  Union  Square  know  that 
Bicentennial  time  has  arrived. 
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Attendance 


Unit 

Alta  Plaza 

Aptos 

Argonne 

Balboa 

Bay view 

Bernal  Heights 

Big  Rec 

Cabrillo 

Cayuga 

Chalmers,  Alice 

Chinese  Recreation  Center 

Chinese  Playground 

Cow  Hollow 

Crocker  Amazon 

Christopher,  George 

Douglass 

Duboce 

Eureka  Valley 

Excelsior 

Folsom 

Fulton 

Funston 

Garfield 

Gilman 

Glen  Park 

Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts 

Grattan 

Hamilton 

Hayes  Valley 

Hayward  Boys 

Hay ward  Girls 

Herz,  Francis  J. 

Jackson 

Junipero  Serra 

Kahn,  Julius 

Klmbell,  Raymond 

Lafayette 

Larsen 


PLAYGROUNDS 
Attendance 

23,9^1 

8,045 

37,285 

48,254 

2,473 

38,412 

45,369 

35,359 

35,634 

43,865 

126,859 

59,554 

24,015 

165,173 
36,352 
42 , 963 
17,428 

109,418 
59,647 
23,195 
35,359 

225,588 
43,157 
28,231 

139,254 

141,629 
42,521 

149,197 
17,924 
64,964 
30,089 
7,281 
26,360 

17,535 
75,474 
9,740 
41,287 
62,289 


Unit 

Laurel  Hill 
Lee,  Joseph 
McCoppin  Square 
Merced  Heights 
Midtown  Terrace 
Miraloma 
Mission  Dolores 
Mission 
Mountain  Lake 
Murphy,  J. P. 
Noe  Valley  Courts 
North  Beach 
Ocean  View 
Panhandle 
Parkside  Square 
Peixotto,  Sidney 
Portola 
Potrero  Hill 
Presidio  Heights 
Richmond 
Rochambeau 
Rolph,  James 
Rossi,  Angelo 
St.  Mary's 
Silver  Terrace 
South  Park 
South  Sunset 
Stern  Grove 
Strauss,  Levi 
Sunset 
Sunnyside 
Sutter,  Louis 
Upper  Noe 
Visitacion  Valley 
Wawona  Annex 
West  Portal 
West  Sunset 
Wills,  Helen 


Attendance 

34,212 
12,760 
16,427 
44,543 
27,482 
22,739 
65,211 
49,853 
13,147 
26,510 
12,792 

212,741 

125,536 

16,912 

24,782 

2,257 

104,488 
39,581 
15,930 
29,644 
35,150 

171,732 
52,014 

152,651 

42,871 

8,328 

45,650 

89,412 

8,381 

117,464 
27,103 
25,858 

117,042 
15,186 
11,172 
13,147 
52,560 
81,610 


TOTAL 


4,115,966 
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HOUSING  CENTERS 

Unit  Attendance 

Hunters  Point  Gymnasium  22,412 

Hunters  Point  Recreation  Center  (Milton  Meyer)  55,384 

Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center  35.448 

TOTAL  113,244 

AQUATICS 

Aquatic  Park  174,839 

Balboa  Pool  154,709 

Bessie  Carmichael  Pool  (Portable)  2,017 

Commodore  B.  Stockton  Pool  (Portable)  3,329 

Coffman  Pool  101,974 

Garfield  Pool  52,903 

Hamilton  Pool  58,548 

Lake  Merced  Sports  Center  75,352 

Larsen  Pool  184,783 

Martin  Luther  King  Pool  21,640 

Mission  Pool  Closed 


RECAPITULATION 

Playgrounds 
Housing  Centers 
Aquatics 

Miscellaneous  Facilities  and  Activities 
(does  not  include  Golden  Gate  Park) 

TOTAL 

4,205,966 

113,244 

1,088,421 

1,458,000 

6,805,631 

North  Beach  Pool  108,418 

Phelan  Beach  54,112 

Rossi  Pool  95.797 

TOTAL  1,088,421 

MISCELLANEOUS  FACILITIES  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Camp  Mather  26,174 

Drama  Center  6,847 

Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center  76,749 

Mobile  Unit  #1  6,807 

Mobile  Unit  #2  7,874 

Music  Center  5,872 

Photography  Center  45,656 
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Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum  59,366 

Rifle  Range  24,328 

Stern  Grove  Annex  6,924 

Stern  Grove  Concerts  152,840 

Pine  Lake  Day  Camp  7,824 

Silver  Tree  Day  Camp  13,579 

Senior  Citizens  Hobby  Show  1,025 

Chocolate  Banana  Fair  5,000 

San  Francisco  Zoo  961.117 

TOTAL  1,408,000 


Monetary  Gifts 


Mayor's  Youth  Fund  (for  soccer  clinics)  $  1,000 

Atlantic  Richfield  Company  (for  Jesse  Owens  Classic)  3,000 

Examiner  Benefit  Fund  (for  youth  golf  activities)  1,200 

California  Soccer  Football  Association^  Inc. 

(for  youth  soccer  program)  100 

Lucie  Stern  Trust,  Walter  Haas,  Trustee  (for  the 

Children's  Playground,  Golden  Gate  Park)  40,000 

California  Spring  Blossom  and  Wildlife  Society 

(for  Conservatory  reconstruction)  50 

Ted  and  Patricia  Hill,  Santa  Rosa  (for  Conservatory 

reconstruction)  10 

David  and  Louise  Ford  (for  Conservatory  reconstruction)  10 

Jon  Silverman  (for  maintenance  of  the  stable  area)   200 

TOTAL  $  45,570 
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Construction 


DESCRIPTION 

Ridge  Point  Plaza 
Landscaping  (Hunters  Point) 

Bayview  Playground 
Irrigation  System 

Hunters  Point  Tot  Lots 

Bayview  Playground  Chain  Link 
Fence 

Rehabilitation  Joseph  Lee 
Recreation  Center  (Phase  I) 

Rehabilitation  Joseph  Lee 
Recreation  Center  (Phase  II) 

Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor 
Waste  Discharge  Pumping 

Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor 
Steel  Strips  on  Wood  Piles 

Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor 
Landscape  Paving  and  Irrigation 

Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor 
Seawall  Reconstruction 

Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor 


Funston  Playground 

Lighting  System  Rehabilitation 

Protective  Lighting 
At  Various  Locations 

Rehabilitation  Floodlights 
At  Mission  Playground 

New  Floodlights 

At  Jackson  Playground 

Playground  Lights 
At  Crocker  Amazon 


COMPLETION   DATE   OR  % 

AMOUNT 

8-23-74 

$179,742 

7-9-74 

66,364 

2-21-75 

134,023 

in  progress 

1,875 

1-30-75 

102,166 

54£ 

105,439 

10-30-74 

69,767 

10-4-74 

16,400 

9fy 

103,300 

94# 

42,285 

)      in  progress 

28,810 

11-15-74 

69,591 

95% 

104,730 

1-17-75 

23,169 

66% 

142,197 

20% 

65,713" 
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DESCRIPTION 


COMPLETION  DATE  OR  t 


AMOUNT 


Log  Barrier 

At  Zoo  Hippo  Exhibit  3-7-75 

Drainage  at  Zoo  Hippo  Pool      3"7-75 

New  Water  Piping 

For  Parrot,  Ape  Cages  at  Zoo    11-29-74 

Replacing  Sewage  Pipes  at  Zoo    in  progress 

New  Animal  Hospital 

and  Service  Building  at  Zoo      3-10-75 

Rehabilitating  Irrigation  System 

in  Golden  Gate  Park  Panhandle    4-11-75 

Irrigation  System 

For  Park-Presidio  Boulevard      in  progress 

Completion  of  Bicycle  Path 

Around  Lake  Merced  12-11-74 

Resurfacing  Parking  Lot 

At  Candlestick  Park  3-4-75 

Resurfacing  at  Music  Concourse 

In  Golden  Gate  Park  in  progress 

Resurfacing  of  Playground  Courts  in  progress 


Improvements  at  Rolph,  Folsom, 
Buena  Vista  Play  Areas 

Recreational  Development 
Near  Brotherhood  Way 

Visitacion  Valley 

Play  Area  Rehabilitation 

Franklin  Square  Rehabilitation 

Haas  Park  Development 

Visitacion  Valley 
Fieldhouse  Rehabilitation 

Mission  Pool  and  Playground 
Rehabilitation 

Rehabilitating  Electrical 
Facilities  at  Candlestick  Park 

TOTAL 


$  7,489 
10,537 

8,554 
48,000 

413,611 

62,940 

65,143 

42,231 

72,060 

7,430 
23,787 


99# 

88,300 

59# 

39,328 

6% 

49,160 

in  progress 

67,324 

in  progress 

148,601 

4-15-75 

13,706 

54# 

113,352 

in  progress 

2,367 

$2,539,491 
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SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94117 

558-4773 


The  Honorable 

George  R.  Moscone,  Mayor 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisqo 

200  City  Hall 

San  Francisco,  California  9^102 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor: 

On  behalf  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  and 
Department  it  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  for  fiscal  year  1975-76. 

As  you  will  note,  the  Department  continues  to  provide 
necessary  and  diverse  programs  that  appeal  to  every  age  group 
in  San  Francisco.  Considerable  effort  has  been  made — and 
heartening  success  realized — in  seeking  out  the  poor  and  dis- 
advantaged so  that  they  might  participate  in  the  Department's 
programs  and  enjoy  its  facilities.  Despite  the  City's  fiscal 
position  San  Francisco  can  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  it  is 
able  to  offer  the  full,  rich  spectrum  of  leisure  opportunities 
our  community  has  come  to  expect.   Particular  note  must  be 
made  that  the  ambitious  Open  Space  Program  is  moving  forward 
smoothly  with  broad  citizen  support. 

San  Francisco's  Recreation  and  Park  Department  is  com- 
mitted to  providing  the  highest  level  of  service  for  all  our 
people.  Your  support  of  this  philosophy  is  deeply  appreciated, 


JOHN  J.  SPRING 

General  Manager 
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Vice-President 


EUGENE  L.  FRIEND 
President 
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General  Manager's  Message 


As  an  urban  leisure  services 
agency,  your  San  Francisco  Rec- 
reation and  Park  Department  pro- 
vides an  enormous  breadth  of 
recreation  programs  and  maintains 
remarkably  diverse  parks  and 
public  open  spaces.  The  scope  of 
the  Department's  activities  is 
well  documented  in  this  Annual 
Report.   I  would  like  to  stress 
but  a  few  important  facts.   First, 
the  Department  is  firmly  committ- 
ed to  citizens'  participation. 
Our  efforts  in  this  regard  have 
been  greatly  assisted  by  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Citizens  Open  Space  Advisory  Committee  in  interest- 
ing all  neighborhoods  in  the  improvement  of  their  parks  and 
recreation  areas.   The  Department  will  continue  to  solicit 
actively  the  support  and  involvement  of  the  City's  various 
communities  in  all  aspects  of  our  operations.   Secondly,  this 
past  year  witnessed  a  city  employees  strike  that  adversely 
affected  the  Department,  particularly  park  maintenance.   It  was 
encouraging  that  so  many  concerned  citizens  volunteered  to 
water  so  that  valuable  horticultural  collections  could  be 
preserved.   Lastly,  the  City's  tight  fiscal  position  has 
resulted  in  a  reduction  in  personnel.   Despite  this,  I  am 
confident  that  all  vital  programs  have  been  maintained  and 
essential  park  maintenance  performed.   I  would  like  to  thank 
you,  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  for  your  support  and  con- 
cern that  is  responsible  in  no  small  part  for  whatever  success- 
es the  Department  has  achieved. 


THIS  PARK  IS  A  GIFT  FROM 
THE  KOSHLAND  CHILDREN 
TO  THEIR  FATHER  AND 
THE  CITY  HE  LOVES... 
THE  REALIZATION  OF 
THIS  DREAM  WAS  MADE 
POSSIBLE  WITH  THE 
HELP  AND  SUPPORT  OF 
THIS  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Parks 


Carl   Poch 

Superintendent 

San  Francisco's  famed  1017  acre 
Golden  Gate  Park  has  kept  a  staff 
of  188  gardening  related  classes 
busy  in  every  facet  of  horticul- 
tural maintenance,  from  irriga- 
tion, pruning,  preparation  and 
planting,  plant  propagation  and 
drainage  correction  to  raking, 
weeding,  cleaning  and  litter 
control . 
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Young  bicyclist  rests  at 
Rig  Rec  Playfield. 


The  38  day  strike  was  not  without 

it's  affect  upon  the  park. 

Sixty-three  private  citizens  from 

virtually  every  district  of  San 

Francisco  and  the  Ray  Area 

answered  a  call  for  help,  and 

a  well  organized  priority  watering  system  was  successful  in 

keeping  plant  losses  to  a  minimum. 

Thirty-eight  CETA,  Field  Conservation  Aides  were  also  employed 
within  Golden  Gate  Park  assisting  our  regular  staff. 

San  Francisco's  160  major  recreational  parks  and  squares  were 
maintained  by  a  staff  of  179  gardeners,  Janitors  and  supervisors. 
The  emphasis  here  was  on  playground/playfield  maintenance  as 
well  as  horticultural  activities.  New  facilities  were  developed 
at  the  following  locations  without  an  increase  in  maintenance 
personnel:   Hroadway  Tunnel  East,  Ruchanan  Street  Mall  (trans- 
ferred by  the  Redevelopment  Agency),  Ruena  Vista  Playground, 
Folsom  Playground,  Rolph  Playground  and  Rernal  Playground. 


Administration  of  this  divl 
tions  with  six  separate  mob 
maintain  our  25  and  growing 
ties.  These  crews  are  also 
such  as  the  six  field  conve 
street  tree  pruning  project 
mowing  operations,  top  dres 
fields  and  floral  displays 
tion  Aides,  were  assigned  t 
seemingly  endless  task.   In 


sion  is  divided  into  four  equal  sec- 
ile  crews  assigned  within  each,  to 
mini -parks  and  other  small  proper- 
responsible  for  seasonal  activities 
rsions  at  Candlestick  Park,  major 
s  within  our  parks,  supplementary 
sing  and  renovation  of  athletic 
.   Fifty-five  CETA,  Field  Conserva- 
o  assist  in  clean-up  operations,  a 
January,  twenty  additional  Conserva 
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tion  Aides  were  recruited  for  the  express  purpose  of  litter 
control  and  weed  abatement  at  McLaren  Park  and  other  similiarly 
undeveloped  properties. 

Structural  maintenance  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and 
repairs  of  our  park  buildings,  improvements  and  structures, 
and  supports  many  recreational  events  by  providing  the 
physical  needs  for  our  programs.  The  structural  maintenance 
staff  includes  the  services  of  our  crafts  and  trades,  including 
plumbers,  carpenters,  electricians,  sheet  metal  workers  and 
heavy  equipment  operators. 

Sixteen  Park  Patrolmen  were  responsible  for  the  security  of 
over  160  facilities. 

A  crew  of  ten  gardeners  and 
truck  drivers  are  responsible 
for  the  bi-weekly  mowing  of 
600  acres  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
and  1,510  acres  in  other  major 
facilities.  During  the  three 
months  of  reduced  mowing  opera- 
tions, this  crew  is  responsible 
for  the  pollarding  of  the  235 
trees  in  Golden  Gate  Park's 
Band  Concourse.  The  tree  topper 
crew  of  six  employees  performed 
600  emergency  jobs  to  correct 
hazardous  conditions  as  well  as 
800  programed  tree  work  jobs. 
One  insecticide  spray  operator 
and  one  gardener  were  respon- 
sible for  the  weekly  spraying 
in  Golden  Gate  Park's  Nursery 
and  Rose  Garden,  as  well  as 
handling  300  special  work  orders 
for  disease,  insect  and  weed 
control.  On  rainy  days  this 
operation  was  responsible  for 
the  clearing  of  drains  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  and  other  storm  drains 

affecting  park  properties.  The  insecticide  spray  operator  must 
prepare  monthly  agriculture  department  reports  of  insecticides 
used  and  keeps  an  inventory  of  equipment  and  supplies. 

The  Athletic  Field  Crew,  a  staff  of  eight,  rehabilitated  twenty- 
two  baseball  diamonds,  prepared  Stern  Grove  for  eleven  summer 
concerts,  prepared  Camp  Mather  for  opening  and  closing,  and 
performed  many  civic  decorating  and  special  planting  jobs 
throughout  the  park  system. 


" 


-2- 


r**K^ 


:  V  • 


V  *  '<•• 


Horseback  rider  takes  quiet  respite  at  Stow  Lake  in 
Golden  Gate  Park. 

Children  from  Mission  Dolores  School  take  time  out 
to  thank  officials  from  USS  Coral  Sea  for  donating 
landing  vessel  to  be  used  as  play  apparatus  in 
Mission  Dolores  Park. 
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Conservatory 


Clarence  Shaw 
Chief  Nursery  Specialist 

A  survey  was  done  on  the  dome  of  the  oldest  building  in  the  park, 
the  Conservatory  of  Flowers.  The  results  indicated  the  total 
cost  of  renovation  would  be  $303,600.  This  would  entail  a  re- 
placement of  all  exterior  columns  and  the  four  lower  arches. 
Also,  a  replacement  of  all  mud  sills  and  all  wood  caps  of  the 
main  structural  members,  in  addition,  a  treatment  with  Git -Rot 
of  all  remaining  structural  members  is  contemplated.   A  replace- 
ment of  three  portions  of  the  main  header  beams  and  all  deterio- 
rated and/or  removed  rafter  bars,  glazing  bars  and  miscellaneous 
wood  is  expected. 

For  the  year,  12,000  flowering  plants  in  major  exhibits  and  1300 
In  minor  exhibits  had  been  on  display  in  seasonal  shows  of 
cyclamen,  cinerarias,  Easter  Lilies,  calceolaria,  schizanthus, 
tuberous  begonias,  chrysanthemums  and  poinsettias.   The  year- 
round  exhibits  consisted  of  about  1500  orchids  and  four  rooms 
of  mainly  tropical  plants,  Including  ferns. 

Numerous  tours  were  conducted  by  the  San  Francisco  Garden  Club 
for  plant-oriented  clubs,  schools,  colleges  and  other  organiza- 
tions.  About  4800  buses  carrying  about  240,000  persons  paid 
visits. 

The  Conservatory  Is  probably  the  most  outstanding  example  of 
Victorian  Architecture  in  the  Bay  Area.   It  is  California 
Historical  Landmark  #84l  and  is  listed  on  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places. 
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Stryhing  Arboretum 


John  E.  Bryan 
Director 

George  George ades 
Assistant  Director 

Strybing  was  visited  by  their  majesties,  the  Emperor  and  Empress 
of  Japan,  on  October  10,  1975.   Other  visitors  during  the  year 
came  from  over  16  foreign  countries  and  from  each  state. 
Visitors  included  many  professional  groups. 

The  collection  of  plants  increased  by  over  275  specimens.   The 
specialized  collections  for  which  the  Arboretum  is  world  famous 
also  were  improved,  i.e.,  Magnolias,  Malesian  Rhodendrons, 
Nobel  Dwarf  Conifers,  Junea  Kelley  Garden  for  Birds,  Calif- 
ornia Native  Plants,  Garden  of  Fragrance,  Demonstration 
Gardens,  Succulent  and  New  Zealand. 


Emperor  Hirohito  of  Japan,  former  Mayor  Alioto  and  Empress 
Nagawa  attend  a  reception  in  the  Strybing  Arboretum  given  by 
the  local  Japanese  Community. 
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Above  Hadley  Osborn,  President 
of  the  Strybing  Arboretum 
Society  and  Shirley  Schultz 
admire  rhododendrons  in  full 
bloom. 


Below,  a  quiet  scene  at  the  Nobel 
Dwarf  Conifer  collection  in  the 
rock  garden. 


Security  is  a  great 
problem  and  many  acts 
of  vandalism  and  theft 
were  experienced  dur- 
ing the  year;  this, 
despite  gifts  of  fen- 
cing and  a  walkie 
talkie  from  the 
Strybing  Arboretum 
Society.  The  Society 
donated  over  $8,000.00 
worth  of  gifts  during 
the  year,  including 
plants,  labels,  and 
other  necessary  supplies 
not  available  in  the 
department's  budget. 

The  Strybing  Arboretum 
Society  conducted  tours 
for  over  6,000  people 
including  many  students 
from  schools  in  the  City, 

The  information  kiosk 
was  staffed  each  day 
by  volunteers  and  in- 
creased use  was  made 
of  the  Helen  Crocker 
Russell  Library  of 
Horticulture.  There 
are  now  over  4,000 
volumes  in  the 
library. 

Many  lectures  were 
given  by  the  Director 
including  three  10- 
week  courses  in 
horticulture.  Tele- 
vision and  radio 
broadcasts  were  made 
and  national  publicity 
obtained  in  three 
magazines,  in  addition  to  many  newspaper  articles. 

The  potential  of  the  Arboretum  in  the  educational  field  is  not 
yet  at  its  full  potential.  The  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
Arboretum  this  past  year  is  indicative  of  more  use  in  the 
future . 

In  May,  at  the  invitation  of  the  government  of  Malta,  the 
Director  conducted  a  survey  of  horticultural  activities  in 
Malta. 


Hall  of  Flowers 


John  E.  Bryan 
Manager 

The  Hall  of  Flowers  was  a  very  popular  meeting  place  In  the 
past  year  for  a  great  diversity  of  activities,  including 
twenty-two  flower  societies,  rummage  sales,  needlework  festival, 

arts  and  crafts,  num- 
erous State  board  ex- 
aminations, the  ever 
popular  cat  shows, 
and  wine  tasting 
events. 

In  August,  the  annual 
County  Fair  Flower 
Show  attracted  12,000 
plant  and  flower 
lovers. 

Educational  horticul- 
tural lectures  were 
given  throughout  the 
year  by  the  Strybing 
Arboretum  Society, 
enthusiastically 
attended  by  aspiring 
docents.  The  Hall 
was  also  used  for 
various  Recreation 
and  Park  Department 
staff  activities. 

In  all,  there  were 
424  paid  events 
attended  by  over 
150,000  people. 

During  the  year,  the 
exterior  of  the  build- 
ing was  painted  and 
various  improvements 
made  on  the  interior. 

A  proposed  five-year 
program  was  submitted 
to  Sacramento  for 
such  necessary  im- 
provements as  new 
floor  covering  for 
the  Gallery,  Recre- 
ation Room,  library 
and  offices. 


The  Needlework  Show  is  an  annual 
popular  event  at  the  Hall  of 
Flowers. 


Stern  Grove 


The  Stern  Grove  Music  Festival,  familiarly  known  as  "Sunday  in 
the  Grove,"  is  one  of  the  West's  oldest  and  most  picturesque 
annual  Mid-Summer  events.   Since  1939,  several  millions  have 
experienced  and  delighted  in  the  Festival's  admission -free 
performances  on  Sunday  afternoons  in  a  beautiful  natural  am  - 
phi  theater  surrounded  by  eucalyptus,  redwood  and  fir  trees. 
Concert  goers  arrive  early  at  Stern  Grove  to  picnic  before  en- 
joying musical  entertainment  in  an  unsurpassed  setting. 

Performances  in  the  Grove  include  musical  comedies,  opera,  sym 
phonic  concerts,  the  dance,  as  well  as  traditional  and  contempo 
rary  jazz.  Many  young  artists  got  a  start  at  the  Grove  and 
established  artists  of  international  fame  make  regular  appear- 
ances. 

The  Grove  was  a  gift  in  1931,  by  Mrs.  Sigmund  Stern  as  a  memo- 
rial to  her  husband.   Both  of  the  Sterns  were  among  San 
Francisco's  most  distinguished  civic  leaders  in  the  first 
decades  of  the  20th  Century.   In  1938,  Mrs.  Stern,  President 
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Mrs.  Walter  A.  Haas  looks  on  as  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Richard  Goldman,  accepts  a  plaque  from 
Commission  President,  Eugene  L.  Friend,  com- 
memorating 500th  free  summer  concert  at 
Sigmund  Stern  Grove. 


of  the  Recreation  Commission  for  many  years,  founded  the  Stern 
Grove  Festival  Association  which  has  provided  the  concert  per- 
formances for  the  past  37  years  in  conjunction  with  the  Rec- 
reation and  Park  Department.  More  recently,  the  Association 
has  been  guided  by  Mrs.  Stern's  daughter,  Mrs.  Walter  Haas  and 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Richard  Goldman.  San  Francisco  is  deeply 
indebted  to  this  family's  continued  involvement  with  the  Grove, 

The  Festival  is  supported  by  the  donations  of  public  spirited 
individuals  and  businesses  throughout  the  Ray  Area  as  well  as 
gifts  of  those  attending  individual  concerts. 
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Training 


Don  Brown 
Training  Officer 

The  Training  Division,  in  its  second  year  of  operation,  conduct- 
ed a  wide  variety  of  training  activities.  Many  of  the  programs 
offered  were  conducted  through  the  San  Francisco  Community 
College  District.   These  programs  included  Supervision  and 
Management  Training,  attended  by  more  than  200  departmental 
personnel  at  ten  on-site  courses  conducted  between  September 
and  May;  and  Sanitation  and  Maintenance  Training,  attended  by 
73  custodial  personnel  throughout  the  year. 

Other  programs  were  developed  and  conducted  by  administrative 
or  supervisory  staff  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
These  programs  included  an  eight-week  course  in  Basic  Gardening 
Skills,  attended  by  66  Assistant  Gardeners  and  taught  by  Park 
Division  supervisory  staff;  and  a  series  of  meetings  for  de- 
partmental management  entitled  "Every  Employee  Competent  and 
Effective",  led  by  top  administrative  staff  to  provide  for 
dissemination  of  information  and  a  means  for  staff  input  in 
solving  operational  problems. 

In  March,  April  and  May,  the  Red  Cross  provided  training  to  re- 
new the  First  Aide  Certificates  of  60  Recreation  staff.  In  ad- 
dition, 12  Park  Division  employees  earned  initial  certificates, 
and  the  Training  Officer  completed  training  in  Mass  Care  and 
Shelter  Management  relating  to  the  Department's  Disaster  Plan. 


Right:  Special  events  attracted 
hundreds  of  youngsters 
to  the  "Shout  it  Out" 
Decathlon  held  at 
Mother's  Meadow  in      "%""' 
Golden  Gate  Park.       £ 


Below:  Armadillo  from  Junior 
Museum  attracts  young 
person's  attention 
during  Photography 
Day  Program  at  Stern 
Grove. 
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Zoological 
Gardens 


Saul  Kitchener 
Zoo  Director 


Certainly  the  most  sig- 
nificant development  for 
the  future  of  the 
San  Francisco  Zoo  in 
the  fiscal  year  1975/6 
was  the  hiring  of  the 
Architechtural  and  De- 
sign firm  of  Esherick, 
Hamsey  Dodge  and  Davis 
by  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Commission  to  de- 
velop a  new  Master  Plan 
for  the  Zoo.  The  total 
price  for  this  project 
was  $60,000  and  came 
from  two  sources; 
$35,000  came  directly 
from  Zoo  admissions  and 
$25,000  came  from  the 
San  Francisco  Zoological 
Society  who  continue  to 
support  the  Zoo  in  a 
constructive  manner. 
The  Master  Plan  was  de- 
veloped during  this 
fiscal  year  by  the 
architects  in  direct 
consultation  with  the 
Zoo  staff.  The  plan  is 
to  be  further  developed 
and  implemented  in  the 
immediate  future. 


First  sea  lion  pup, successfully 
born  and  raised  at'  the  San  Francisco 
Zoo  -  a  very  rare  accomplishment. 


In  November,  Saul  L. 

Kitchener  became 

Director  of  the  Zoo,  which  allowed  Dr.  W.  E.  Mottram  to  devote 

all  of  his  time  and  energy  to  being  Zoo  Veterinarian. 

The  Zoo  continued  to  breed  many  animals.  Herds  of  Axis  Deer, 
Blackbuck  Antelope  and  Mouflon  Sheep  maintained  their  numbers 
through  births.  The  Spider  Monkey  colony  reached  60  individuals 
and  continued  to  be  a  most  popular  exhibit.  Some  of  the  more 
significant  births  were  a  female  Nile  Hippo,  three  Mountain 
Lions,  a  Diana  Monkey,  two  Water  Buffalo,  and  a  Brown  Lemur. 
Three  Black  and  White  Colobus  Monkeys  were  born  during  this 
fiscal  year.  This  primate  is  normally  delicate  in  captivity, 
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with  our  continued  suc- 
cess our  colony  now 
numbers  ten. 

The  San  Francisco  Zoo 
continues  to  be  the  only 
Zoo  in  the  lower  48 
states  that  maintains 
and  breeds  Musk  Ox. 
This  year  we  had  the 
usual  two  calves  born 
and  are  being  reared  by 
their  mothers. 

The  bird  department 
hatched  many  eggs  this 
year.  The  two  most 
significant  being  three 
Ne-Ne  Geese  from  Hawaii, 
a  species  almost  extinct 
in  the  wild  a  few  years 
ago,  and  a  Red-shining 
Parrot  from  Fiji.  This 
was  only  the  second  time 
in  captivity  the  Red- 
shining  or  Fiji  Musk 
Parrot  was  hatched  and 
the  first  time  one  was 
ever  raised  in  captivity. 

management. 
Two  very  significant  births  that 
occurred  where  the  young  did  not 
survive  was  a  Black  Rhino  and 
Orang-utan.   Both  of  these  ani- 
mals were  first  offspring  for  the 
mothers,  and  although  they  did 
not  survive  the  adults  hopefully 
will  continue  to  breed  in  the 
future. 


Significant  animal  acquisitions 
were:  a  female  Greater  Kudu, 
male  White-cheeked  Gibbon,  male 
Siamang,  a  pair  of  Cherry-capped 
Mangabeys,  female  Bactrian  Camel, 
female  Wallaroo,  a  pair  of  Ocelots, 
three  Brown  Lemurs,  four  Sacred 
Ibis,  four  Hooded  Mergansers,  a 
Galah  Cockatoo,  female  Satyr 
Tragopan  pheasant,  two  male  Ne-Ne 
Geese,  two  Egyptian  Vultures, 
one  King  Vulture,  four  Ostrich 
and  a  pair  of  Black-necked  Swans. 


Sandy  kisses  Sandy  -  affection 
between  a  baby  llama  and  her 
keeper. 

Below,  "Samara,"  named  in  a 
statewide  "Name  the  Baby  Contest" 
is  the  result  of  a  love-match 
arranged  through  a  breeding  loan 
between  the  San  Francisco  Zoo  and 
theRoeding  Park  Zoo  in  Fresno,  a 
fine  example  of  cooperative  zoo 
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ZOOMOBILE 


San  Francisco  Zoo 


The  Children's  Zoo  con- 
tinued to  offer  the 
public  a  tremendous 
amount  of  enjoyment  be- 
ing close  to  the  ani- 
mals while  teaching 
them  something  because 
of  this  proximity. 

The  success  of  the 
Orang-utan  habitat  con- 
struction in  1974-75, 
stimulated  design  and 
building  of  a  large 
new  habitat  for  chim- 
panzees. This  received 
a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion from  zoos  through- 
out the  Country  and  most 
important  of  all,  the 
animals  thoroughly  enjoy 
it.  The  project  was 
coordinated  by  Lee  White 
from  San  Francisco  State 
University,  designed  by 
Andy  Butler,  built  with 
volunteer  labor  and  sup- 
ported by  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Zoological  Society. 
The  San  Francisco  Zoo- 
logical Society  was  once  again  extremely  busy.  The  old  Pony 
Barn  was  converted  into  the  Animal  Resource  Center,  (ARC),  and 
used  to  house  the  animals  in  the  Zoomobile  Program. 


ANIMAL  INVENTORY  -  1  JANUARY  1976 


The  new  Zoomobile  Van,  donated  by 
the  John  A.  McCarthy  Foundation, 
takes  animals  to  schools  in 
San  Francisco. 


Species 

Specimens 

Mammals 

120 

520 

Birds 

174 

507 

Reptiles 

9 

28 

Amphibians 

3 

6 

Invertebrates 

^ 

5 

TOTAL 


309 


1066 
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Recreation 


Joseph  Mlsuraca 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 


City-wide  Recreation  Programs  were  highlighted  by  many  out- 
standing accomplishments  this  past  year;  "Save  the  Windmills", 
was  the  theme  of  our  prize-winning  Admission  Day  Parade  Float; 
participation  in  the  United  States  Jr.  Olympics  at  Houston, 
Texas;  and  a  multitude  of  Bicentennial  activities  are  but  a  few J 

Neighborhood  involvement  in  planning  meaningful  activities 
with  communities  resulted  in  the  recruitment  of  talented  volun- 
teer workers  who  offered  ideas  for  new  programs  and  activities. 
Attendance  and  participation  at  every  age  level  on  our  play- 
grounds increased] 

A  program  for  training  future  recreation  directors  that  was 
planned,  developed  and  initiated  with  the  assistance  of  com- 
prehensive emergency  training  funds  proved  a  huge  success. 

The  Recreation  Division  looks  forward  to  a  banner  year  of  ser- 
vice to  the  public  through  greater  utilization  and  expansion 
of  facilities  and  a  recreation  staff  inspired  by  past  success. 

Master  kite  fighter,  Dinesh  Bahadur  demonstrates  un- 
usual kite  design  at  Ben  Franklin  Kite  Day. 


Above:  Competition  at  the  Jesse  Owens  Track  and  Field  qualifying 
trials  at  Kezar  Stadium  is  intense  as  a  young  high  jumper 
taps  the  crossbar. 

Below:  Action  in  the  John  P.  Kennedy  Touch-tackle  Football  League 
at  Funston  Playground  is  highly  competitive. 
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Men's 

and  Boy's 

Athletics 

Hal  Flinn 

Asst.   Supt. 

of  Recreation 

The  Men's  and  Boy's 
Athletic  Division  offer- 
ed a  variety  of  acti- 
vities to  meet  the  needs 
and  interests  of  the 
public.   The  demand 
for  various  sports 
facilities  has  been 
increasing  yearly.   The 
most  popular  activities 
were  basketball,  base- 
ball, softball,  touch- 
tackle  football,  soc- 
cer and  track  and  field. 
Besides  the  regular 
Recreation  and  Park 
Department  activities, 
facilities  were  pro- 
vided to  Colleges, 
High  Schools,  Junior 
High  Schools,  CYO,  PAL, 
Flame  and  teams  from 
other  organizations. 
Citywide  and  Neighbor- 
hood activities,  both 
individual  and  team 
sports,  were  conducted 
for  boys,  ages  8  to  18 
years  of  age. 

55  teams  (Juniors,  15 
years  and  under;  Seniors 
18  years  and  under) 
participated  in  the 
third  annual  special 

Summer  Neighborhood  Basketball  League.  The  San  Francisco  win- 
ners (1  Junior  team  and  1  Senior  team)  went  to  Oakland,  Calif- 
ornia, for  an  inter-city  championship  play-off  games.  Next 
year,  Oakland  will  play  in  San  Francisco. 

Boxing  Classes  were  conducted  for  the  entire  year  at  three 
sites;  Ocean  View,  Hunters  Point  and  Joseph  Lee  playgrounds. 
A  former  professional  fighter  is  the  instructor.  Karate 
classes  were  held  for  six  months  at  six  sites  throughout  the 
city  and  have  proven  very  popular. 


Action  is  fast  and  furious  in 
summer  neighborhood  basketball 
league  play. 
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Three  serai -professional  baseball  leagues  had  games  scheduled 
at  three  locations  on  Sundays  throughout  the  year. 

Beach  Chalet  and  Crocker-Amazon  Parks  were  used  to  capacity 
the  entire  year  for  soccer.   Crocker-Amazon  soccer  fields  were 
closed  for  field  rehabilitation  from  January  1,  1976  to 
July  31,  1976.  The  Polo  Field  in  Golden  Gate  Park  was  used 
for  rugby,  field  hockey,  cricket,  lacrosse  and  soccer  games. 

The  most  popular  and  largest  participating  activity  for  the 
Men,  was  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Municipal 
Softball  League  which  is  conducted  twice  a  year.   In  eight  years 
this  league  has  increased  from  68  teams  to  an  all-time  high  of 
216  teams  in  the  Spring  of  1976.   204  teams  played  in  the 
summer  league  of  1975.  Jackson  Playground  had  lighted  fields 
(2  diamonds)  for  the  first  time  which  provided  more  baseball, 
softball  and  soccer  bookings. 

30  other  independent  adult  softball  leagues  were  serviced 
during  the  year,  such  as;  Bank  of  America,  Stockbrokers, 
Attorneys,  Police  and  Fire  Department,  Advertising  (Men  and 
Women),  Japanese -American  (Nikeei),  and  the  Black  Business 
League . 

The  Industrial  Division  provided  year-round  organized  activities 
for  member  business  firms.  These  included  basketball,  softball, 
volleyball,  tennis,  golf  and  table  tennis.  A  trip  to  the 
Lake  Tahoe  area  for  skiing  is  also  sponsored  by  the  Industrial 
Division. 
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National  Basketball  Associa- 
tion Stars,  Gus  Williams  and 
Phil  Smith  of  the  Golden 
State  Warriors,  answer  ques- 
tions during  rap  session  at 
Ocean  View  Recreation  Center. 


The  agony  of  defeat  is 
expressed  on  the  young- 
ster's face  as  he  is 
attended  to  by  a  profes- 
sional boxing  instructor 
after  exhibition  bout. 


The  Sharp  Park  Pistol  and  Rifle  Range's  overall  operation  has 
shown  a  vast  improvement  with  service  extended  from  Wednesday 
through  Sunday.  In  the  past,  it  was  only  opened  on  Saturdays 
and  Sundays . 

Special  events  were  also  included,  such  as:  Frisbee, 
Hula-Hoop,  Soccer  Clinic  and  Warriors  Basketball  Clinic. 
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Women's 

and  Girls9 
Athletics 

Raymond  Joe 
Principal  Supervisor 

The  Women's  and  Girl's 
Athletic  Department  is 
responsible  for  orga- 
nizing, scheduling  and 
conducting  of  classes, 
clinics  and  tournaments 
as  well  as  leagues  in 
volleyball,  basketball, 
softball,  flag  foot- 
ball, jacks,  checkers, 
chess,  table  tennis 
and  tennis.  The  pro- 
gram emphasis  for 
adults  is  on  tennis, 
volleyball,  basketball 
and  softball.  The  in- 
creased activity  in 
women's  softball  is 
noticeable  -  eight 
teams  in  1972,  to  55 
teams  in  1976.  Special 
projects  also  included 
the  Jesse  Owens  Track 
Classic  held  in  Houston  d 
Texas,  with  36  San 
Francisco  youngsters 
participating  in  na- 
tional competition. 


Above:  Contestant  dribbles  through 
obstacle  course  at  Girl's 
Basketball  Pentathlon. 


Adult  tennis  clinics 
were  conducted  in  all 

areas  of  San  Francisco  by  the  staff  on  our  local  playgrounds, 
and  tournament  play  expanded  by  an  increased  number  of  public 
park  tennis  clubs  putting  a  heavy  burden  on  all  courts.  In- 
structional tennis  was  offered  to  boys  and  girls  10  years  and 
over  by  the  Youth  Tennis  Foundation  of  Northern  California  at 
28  playgrounds  during  the  summer,  culminating  in  an  "extrav- 
aganza of  skills"  at  Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts  for  over  300 
children.  In  addition,  youth  tennis  clinics  were  presented 
by  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  and  by  the  National 
Junior  Tennis  League.  The  Helen  Wills  Tournament  for  13_1^  year 
old  boys  and  girls  was  a  highlight  when  Mrs.  Helen  Wills  Roark 
presented  the  children  their  trophies. 

The  Industrial  Division  had  18  separate  activities  provided  for 
about  59  business  and  industrial  firms  throughout  the  city. 
Tournaments  were  offered  in  tennis,  volleyball,  bowling,  table 
tennis,  golf  and  basketball.  Clinics  in  tennis  instruction, 
basic  guitar  and  slim  and  trim  classes  were  also  conducted. 
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Participation  In  trampoline 
programs  expanded  to  eight  lo- 
cations throughout  the  year. 
With  the  reopening  of  Joseph 
Lee,  the  trampoline  classes 
were  heavily  attended  twice  a 
week.   Jacks,  checkers  and  chess 
were  also  very  popular  activi- 
ties. 

The  three  bowling  greens  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  continued  to 
be  heavily  used. 

Right:   Girl  finalist  in  city- 
wide  Jacks  competition, 
shows  her  skill  at 
tournament  conducted  at 
Recreational  Arts 
Building. 

Below:   Tennis  pro  Betty  Stove, 
of  the  Golden  Gaters 
and  the  Virginia  Slims 
circuit,  conducts  a 
beginner  clinic  at 
Funston  Playground. 
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Above:  Hula  Hoop  and  Frisbee  contests  were  popular 
during  summer  vacation.  Youngsters  had  an 
opportunity  to  win  a  free  trip  to  national 
competitions. 
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Jesse  Owens  Track  Classic 


Over  500  boys  and  girls,  ages  10-15  years,  participated  in 
qualifying  track  meets  at  Kezar  Stadium  to  win  one  of  the  36 
events  to  send  them  to  Houston,  Texas,  representing  San 
Francisco  at  the  Jesse  Owens  National  Track  Classic. 

These  meets  were  conducted  by  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
as  a  community  service  of  the  Atlantic  Richfield  Corporation. 
Officials  were  provided  by  the  Northern  California  Amateur 
Athletic  Union. 

The  coveted  trip  to  Houston  included  an  all  expense  paid  jet 
airplane  trip,  baseball  game  at  the  Astrodome,  visit  to  N.A.S.A. 
and  the  opportunity  to  represent  San  Francisco  at  the  track 
meet  against  competitors  from  Los  Angeles,  Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh,  Dallas,  Seattle,  Baltimore,  Buffalo,  Boston,  Houston 
Anchorage  and  Fairbanks. 

The  Jesse  Owens  Meet,  named  for  one  of  the  greatest  track  and 
field  men  of  all  times,  is  designed  for  novice  participation. 
As  Jesse  says,  "...  for  the  boys  and  girls  who  don't  get  the 
opportunity  to  make  the  team  through  private  track  clubs  or 


Young  leaper  tries  "Fosbury 
Flop  Technique"  during 
high  jump  competition. 


Novice  runner  receives 
assistance  by  Recreation 
and  Park  Official  after 
completing  grueling  run 
to  the  tape. 


high  school  competition."  The  culmination  of  the  event  was  a 
banquet  for  all  participants  and  their  chaperones,  at  which 
Jesse  Owens  addressed  the  athletes  with  a  very  inspirational 
message  of  athletic  competition  and  their  future  lives. 


Aquatics 

George  Campbell 
Principal  Supervisor 

The  various  activities  taking  place  in  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department's  Aquatics  Division  included  more  than  1,600,000  par- 
ticipants and  spectators  at  seven  indoor  pools,  two  outdoor 
pools,  two  portable  pools,  two  beach  areas  and  one  lake  front 
operated  by  this  department. 

The  following  are  some  comparisons  of  this  year's  participation 
of  various  activities  1975-1976  compared  to  1970-1971: 


Summer  "Learn  to  Swim"  (Children) 

Portable  Pools 

"Huck  Finn  Days"  -  Lake  Merced 

Adult  Swim  Lessons 

Pre -school 

Handicapped  Classes 

In  addition,  there  has  been  a  tremendous  increase  in  the  demand 
for  swimming  pool  use  by  public  schools,  private  schools,  and 
various  private  and  public  agencies.  However,  the  size  of  the 
Aquatics  staff  has  been  reduced  slightly  due  to  defunding  of 
positions. 


1970-71 

1975-76 

30,000 

30,000 

- 

8,500 

600 

800 

12,000 

14,000 

2,000 

2,200 

2,000 

2,500 
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Left: 


Veteran  swimming 
coach,  Charlie 
Sava,  gives 
pointers  to 
young  swimming 
hopeful  during 
aquatics  meet. 


Young  fisherman 
shows  his  legal 
catch  at  trout 
season  opening 
at  Lake  Merced. 
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Arts 

and 

Crafts 

Clarene  Leong 
Recreation  Supervisor 

Creative  efforts  by  more 
than  300  youth,  5  to  15 
years,  were  exhibited  at 
City  Hall  in  the  Divi- 
sion's Twin-Bicentennial 
Poster  Contest  and  an 
un judged  Handwriting 
Display  of  the  entrants 
selected  portion  of  the 
United  States  Constitu- 
tion. 

In  the  continual  growth 
of  the  adult  studio  pro- 
gram which  includes 
ceramics,  leaded  glass, 
jewelry,  glass  painting, 
film  animation  and 
parent -child  workshop, 
the  Arts  and  Crafts 
Advisory  Committee  has 
extended  a  non-fee  en- 
rollment to  young  adults 
(16-17  years)  and  dis-      Above 
counted  rates  for  Senior 
Citizens.  Other  services 
offered  by  the  Studio 
program  include  one  free 
course  to  recreation 
staff  members  and  in- 
crement creditation  to 
teachers  of  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District. 

This  year,  Pacific  Art  Camp,  a  pilot  project  in  1975,  experi- 
enced a  very  successful  summer  at  the  Fleishhacker  Pool  Building, 
Youth  ages  7  to  12  were  offered  a  three-week  program  involving 
exposure  to  the  four  art  disciplines:   visual  arts,  dance,  drama 
and  music.  Due  to  the  curriculum's  class  size,  the  enrollment 
was  limited  to  30  campers  for  each  of  the  three  sessions. 
Special  activity  highlights  included  a  field  trip  to  the  Curran 
Theater  and  a  raku  ceramic  experience. 


Director  Linda  Ma  shows 
youngster  how  to  use  silk 
screen  process  at  Arts  and 
Crafts  Fair  at  Sigmund  Stern 
Grove. 
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Left: 


Youngster  uses  his 
imagination  with 
silk  screen  roller, 


Below: 


Group  picture  taken 
at  Sigmund  Stern 
Grove  of  Pacific 
Art  campers  and 
counselors. 


Drama 

and 
Dance 

Doris  Sanchez 
Recreation  Supv. 

The  Recreational 
Arts  Building  is 
the  headquarters  of 
the  Drama  and  Dance 
Division  and  it  is 
there  that  a  wide 
scope  of  activities 
are  planned,  orga- 
nized and  coordi- 
nated.  The  build- 
ing also  serves  as 
a  center  for  dance 
files,  a  play  li- 
brary, puppets, 
storybooks  and  cos-  5 
tumes  for  use  at 
playgrounds  and  re-  I 
creation  centers.   I 

Activities  include:   Recreational  Arts  Building  —  folk,  square 
and  round  dance  classes  (men  and  women),  social  dance  workshops 
(men  and  women),  special  dance  classes  (women  only),  junior 
ballet,  modern  dance  class  (young  women),  special  folk  and 
square  dance  class  (children),  jazz  and  modern  dance  (children), 
story  telling  classes. 

Recreation  Units  —  Storytelling,  play  production,  magic  shows, 
folk  dancing  (boys  and  girls),  folk,  square  and  rounds  (adults), 
jazz  and  modern  dancing  at  five  playgrounds,  puppetry  and  puppet 
workshops,  formation  of  a  new  Childrens  Repertory  Company  pre- 
senting plays  at  various  recreation  centers. 

Senior  Citizens  —  folk,  square,  round  dance  classes  as  well  as 
ballroom  dancing. 

Recreation  Drama  and  Dance  Advisory  Committee  —  in  cooperation 
with  the  Drama  and  Dance  Division  sponsored  classes  in  Belly 
Dancing  for  women,  tap-dancing  for  adults,  and  workshops  in 
Childrens  Theater  as  well  as  some  successful  productions  of 
Childrens  Plays. 

The  Division  has  organized  the  Golden  Gate  and  Storyland  Story- 
telling Leagues.   It  conducted  a  Bicentennial  Faire  at  Stern 
Grove,  Christmas  productions  at  the  Recreational  Arts  Building 
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Chinese  Dragon  Dance  per- 
formers entertain  audience 
at  Sigmund  Stern  Grove. 


African  dance  troup 
perform  during  summer 
concert  series  at 
Sigmund  Stern  Grove. 


and  participated  in  the  Friends  of  the  Parks  Field  Day  at  Kezar 
Stadium.  Regional  folk  dance  festivals  were  staged  at  Kezar 
Pavilion,  Funston  Recreation  Center  and  at  the  Recreational 
Arts  Center,  50  Scott  Street. 

Dance  groups  presented  programs  at  various  Convalescent  Homes, 
Housing  Centers,  Armenian  Festival  and  Wine  Festivals,  East 
Bay  Women's  Dance  Circle,  Laguna  Honda  Home,  Aquatic  Park  Senior 
Center,  French  Hospital  Treasurer's  Ball,  Youth  for  Service 
and  the  Senior  Citizen  Hobby  Show. 
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Music 


William  Booth 
Acting  Supervisor 

Music  activities  for  all  ages  are  offered  on  a  year  round  basis 
including: 

Folk  music,  rhythm,  creative  music,  recorder  and  ukulele 
for  children. 

Folk  guitar  and  percussion  for  teenagers. 

Recreation  symphony  orchestra,  big  band  Jazz  workshop, 
Golden  Gate  Band,  folk  and  classical  guitar  and  various 
special  events  for  teenagers,  adults  and  senior  citizens. 

Total  attendance  for  the  music  program  was  14,390. 


Maestro  Arthur  Fiedler  pauses  in  reflection  before 
performing  at  Stern  Grove  Summer  Concert. 


A  series  of  free  big  band  and  jazz  concerts  took 
place  at  the  band  concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Saturdays,  during  the  summer. 


The  San  Francisco  Recreation  Symphony  Orchestra 
performed  at  many  free  concerts  throughout  the 
year. 


Junior 
Museum 


A.  Kirk  Conragan 
Director 

The  Josephine  D.  Randall 
Junior  Museum  presents  a 
wide  variety  of  exciting 
opportunities  and  experi- 
ences for  children  and 
adults.  More  than  156 
classes  and  special  ac- 
tivities were  offered 
this  past  year  to  those 
who  wanted  to  extend 
their  interests  in  the 
arts  and  sciences. 

The  Science  Department 
offered  special  classes 
m  in  conservation,  biology, 

botany,  marine  biology, 
ecology  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay,  reptiles  and 
amphibians,  animal  study  and  care,  zoology,  pet  care,  soil 
chemistry,  geology,  paleonthology,  lapidary,  the  American  Indian 
California  Indian  life  and  lore,  Indian  use  of  plants,  junior 
naturalists,  museum  aides,  equestrian  science,  and  the  rock 
hounds. 

The  Arts  and  Ceramics  sections  offered  classes  in  ceramics, 
pottery,  clay  sculpture,  leaded  glass,  weaving,  jewelry, 
painting  tenkoku,  decoupage,  batik,  fish  prints,  magic,  basket 
weaving,  rubbings,  textiles  and  photography. 

The  Museum  is  fortunate  to  have  a  large  well  equipped  shop 
where  both  children  and  adults  may  participate  in  the  industri- 
al arts.   Classes  in  woodworking,  elementary  carpentry,  furni- 
ture refinishing,  metal  shop,  machine  shop,  plastics,  welding, 
construction  of  scientific  equipment,  collecting  gear,  game 
construction,  and  wood  sculpture  were  enjoyed  by  those  taking 
afternoon  and  Saturday  classes. 

The  Museum  conducted  a  number  of  field  trips  in  conjunction 
with  its  classes.  All  but  two  were  conducted  within  the  great- 
er San  Francisco  Bay.  Area.  Two  trips  were  taken  to  wilderness 
areas  in  Sonoma  County  where  class  members  learned  techniques 
for  survival.  Again,  offered  this  year  was  the  most  popular 
"Nature  by  Horseback  . 

The  Arthur  Court  mineral  exhibit  was  accepted  and  dedicated  by 
the  Museum  Society.  The  estimated  value  of  the  exhibit  is 
$36,190.00. 
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An  Important  part  of  the  Museum's  program  was  the  visitation  of 
school  classes.  A  total  of  664  classes  visited  the  Museum. 
Classes  participated  in  such  activities  as  animal  tours,  lecture- 
demonstrations,  science/art  workshops,  special  art  classes, 
special  science  lectures,  exhibit  discussions,  and  using  the 
Museum's  hill  -  environmental  exploration. 

The  Museum  Society  and  the  Advisory  Committee  continue  their 
active  interest  and  cooperation  in  developing  new  exhibits,  new 
programs,  and  procurement  of  new  equipment.   This  year  the  Soci- 
ety purchased  a  new  3M  Dry  Copier  for  the  Museum.   The  purchased 
price  was  $2100.00.   The  Society  actively  works  towards  the  up- 
grading of  the  library,  exhibits,  equipment,  and  program. 

Counting  all  actively  participated  programs,  visitors,  and  city 
wide  services,  the  Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum  served  a 
total  of  107,600  people. 
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Photography 
Center 

John  Giosso 
Director 

The  Photography  Center, 
operated  by  the  Recre- 
ation and  Park  Depart- 
ment for  the  fifth  con- 
secutive year,  noted  an 
increase  in  both  member- 
ship and  income.   In 
it's  twenty-one  years  at 
the  Recreation  Arts 
Building,  50  Scott  Street 
the  Photography  Center 
membership  pushed  over 
the  3,000  mark  for  the 
first  time  and  over 
$18,000  in  revenue. 

The  Center  has  all  the 
amateur  photographer  needs  at  very  reasonable  rates.   Facili- 
ties include  a  darkroom,  studio,  library  and  film  developing 
room.   There  Is  washing,  drying  and  mounting  equipment.   Prints 
of  almost  any  size  may  be  produced  by  the  40  Omega  enlargers. 

Although  classes  in  almost  all  phases  of  photography  are  offer- 
ed on  a  year-round  basis,  the  center  is  not  a  school.   It  is  a 
place  where  persons  interested  in  photography  can  get  involved, 
particularly  beginners.   Professional  work  is  not  allowed. 

Membership  fees  are  $10  for  15  uses  and  $15  for  30  uses  of  the 
darkroom.   Students  under  18  years  of  age  and  Senior  Citizens 
pay  half  price. 

Monday  and  Wednesday  evenings  a  "Quickie"  Course  in  enlarging 
and  printings  are  given  for  all  prospective  members.   This 
course  is  mandatory  for  all. 

One  of  the  high  points  of  the  Center's  varied  program  is  a 
special  "Photography  Day"  -  thousands  of  Amateur  "shutter-bugs" 
in  search  of  prizes,  throng  to  Stern  Grove  to  photograph  live 
models  as  well  as  the  fascinating  natural  beauty  of  the  area. 

The  Photography  Center  is  located  at  50  Scott  Street  near 
the  corner  of  Duboce  Street. 
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Photo  Center  Instructor  provides  basic  information 
for  beginner  photography  students. 


Amateur  photographer  displays  sophisticated 
camera  equipment  at  annual  Photo  Day  in 
Stern  Grove. 
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Handicapped  Services 


Edward  R.  Kelly 
Supervisor 

The  Department  of  Recreation  and  Parks  Is  dedicated  to  serve  the 
needs  of  all  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco  and  to  provide 
opportunities  to  fill  their  leisure  hours  with  wholesome  pro- 
grams . 

Serving  the  recreational  needs  of  all  handicapped  citizens  is 
the  special  mission  of  the  Handicapped  Division.   Working  hand 
in  hand  with  recreation  personnel  in  the  field,  professionals 
in  other  agencies  and  volunteers,  the  Handicapped  Division  is 
constantly  seeking  new  and  inter- 
esting ways  to  accomplish  this 
important  function. 

Currently,  the  Handicapped  Divi- 
sion services  some  200  mentally 
and  physically  disabled  persons 
who  range  in  age  from  8  years  to 
adults.   Enrollment  Is  by  referral 
only. 

A  wide  range  of  recreation  pro- 
grams involving  both  indoor  and 
outdoor  play  are  offered  at  Jack- 
son, Ocean  View,  Grattan,  Fulton 
and  Sunset  Recreation  Centers. 
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Swimming  programs  are  conducted  at  Balboa,  Garfield,  Hamilton 
and  North  Beach  Pools. 


Some  of  the  favorite  activities  for  the  handicapped  include: 
field  trips,  social  dancing,  basketball,  music,  karate  and 
arts  and  crafts. 

In  addition  to  the  recreational  activities,  many  special  events 
are  programmed  throughout  the  year.  They  include:  The  San 
Francisco  Special  Olympics;  The  "Hands  Across  the  Bay"  Halloween 
Party;  and  The  Annual  Christmas  Luncheon. 

The  Special  Olympics  Program  has  had  outstanding  participation. 
The  handicapped  compete  In  track  and  field,  swimming,  gymnastics 
and  bowling.   Last  June,  58  winners  from  the  local  competition 
in  the  State  Special  Olympics  met  at  U.C.L.A.   They  managed  to 
return  with  a  total  of  57  medals  from  the  competition. 

I  Special  praise  should  be  given  to 
I  the  many  service  groups,  agencies, 
I   organizations  and  individuals  who 
I  have  supported  the  handicapped 

programs  through  donations  and 

volunteer  help. 

ATTENDANCE 


Jackson 

8640 

Ocean  View 

1680 

Grattan 

1920 

Fulton 

360 

Sunset -Indoor  Sports 

600 

A.R.C. 

480 

Special  Olympics 

560 

Track  and  Field 

320 

Swimming 

212 

Bowling 

75 

Balboa  Pool 

1080 

Garfield  Pool 

2808 

Hamilton  Pool 

540 

North  Beach  Pool 

252 

Total  Attendance  -  18,920 
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Mayor  George  Moscone  has  played  an  active  role 
In  the  Special  Olympics  Programs  since  its 
inception  in  1973  In  San  Francisco. 


Honorary  chairman,  Forty-Niner  Gene  Washington 
assists  youngsters  at  training  clinic  for 
track  and  field  meet. 
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Golfer  drives  off  the 
tee  at  picturesque 
18th  hole  at  Harding 
Park  Golf  Course. 


Golf 


John  Grant 
Director 


San  Francisco's  three  eighteen 
hole  golf  courses  ( Harding,  Lin- 
coln and  Sharp)  and  three  nine 
hole  courses  ''McLaren,  Fleming 
and  Golden  Gate)  are  maintained 
by  30  gardeners  and  operated  by  16 
starters . 

293.000  rounds  of  golf  and 
$674,000  revenue  were  produced  in 
1075  -  1076.   Two  months  loss  of 
plav  due  to  the  citv  strike  occa- 
sioned this  decrease  of  48,000 
rounds  and  $122,000  in  revenue. 
The  exception  was  McLaren  Golf 
Course  which  Increased  <ts  rounds 
played  from  17,000  to  10,000  due 
to  its  new  low  weekday  green 
fee  of  .75^  and  to  its  maturing 
into  an  attractive  golf  course. 

By  ordinance,  those  golf  fees 
above  the  average  historic  rev- 
enue C$630,000)  are  earmarked 
as  Golf  Revenue  Funds  to  be 
used  for  course  improvements. 
Last  year  $88,000  of  these  Golf 
Revenue  Funds  were  atmrooriated 
and  used  for  course  fencing,  a 
new  water  main  beneath  the  free- 
way, new  benches  and  ballwashers, 
automatic  irrigation  system  design 
and  oainting  and  repair  of  the 
buildings,  roofs,  floors,  windows, 
irrigation  systems,  and  equipment. 


Recreation  and  Park  Department  meets  with  golfers  and  golf 
support  groups.  Future  plans^  include  new  course  maintenance 
equipment  and  irrigation  systems. 
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Tiny  Tots 

and 

Senior 

Citizens 

Elean  Thomas 
Supervisor 


Cake  decorating  Is 
one  of  the  many 
activities  for 
Senior  Citizens 
at  Eureka  Valley 
Recreation  Center. 


TINY  TOTS 

A  pre-school  program  is 
promoted  by  the  San 
Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  at  3^ 
playgrounds  throughout 
the  City  for  children 
three  to  five  years  of 
age. 

These  programs  provide  a  setting  for  educational  development 
through  creative  play.  The  children  may  spend  two  hours  one 
or  two  days  a  week  developing  their  potential  and  enjoying 
interaction  with  other  children  and  adults.   Program  activities 
include  art  and  craft  projects;  singing;  and  circle  games; 
simple  cooking  projects;  motor  skills;  stories,  and  occasional 
tours  of  their  community. 

SENIOR  CITIZENS 

Cultural,  social,  educational  and  outdoor  leisure  time 
activities  are  provided  for  those  who  are  60  years  of  age  and 
over  at  two  Senior  Citizen's  Centers  and  19  recreation  centers 
throughout  the  City. 

These  activities  which  provide  socialization  and  opportunities 
for  a  happier  life  include:  arts  and  crafts;  music  classes; 
lectures  and  discussion  groups;  square  and  folk  dancing;  golf; 
bowling;  bocci  ball;  tennis;  table  games;  fishing;  day  camping; 
information  and  referral  services. 
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Mather  Family  Camp 


During  the  52  years  of  service  to  the  general  public,  Mather 
Family  Camp  has  proven  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  the  city  of 
San  Francisco.  Many  other  progressive  cities  throughout  the 
state  have  tried  without  success  to  duplicate  the  low-cost 
public  services  that  the  City  of  San  Francisco  offers. 

During  the  initial  operation  of  the  fiscal  year  of  1976,  the 
reduction  of  camp  assistance  has  not  hindered  the  function  of 
Mather  Family  Camp.  However,  any  further  reduction  of  personnel 
may  interfere  with  a  safe  and  satisfactory  program. 

Future  analyzation  of  operational  costs  should  show  a  successful 
revenue  contributing  agency.  A  well  organized  advertisement 
campaign  shall  be  implemented. 

During  the  calendar  year  of  1975,  the  revenue  of  Mather  Family 
Camp  was  $176,739.  In  comparison  to  this,  the  revenue  for  the 
calendar  year  of  1976  is  $187, 4l8.  —  an  increase  of  $10,679. 
The  number  of  persons  using  the  camp  in  1975  was  2969  compared 
to  3162  in  1976. 
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Open 
Space 


Martin  Greenlaw 
Coordinator 


At  the  first  ac- 
quisition by  the 
Open  Space  Program, 
Mayor  George  Mos- 
cone  addresses 
audience  during 
ceremony  at  Knud- 
sen  Property  Site, 
Army  Street  and 
Potrero  Avenue. 


In  November,  1974,  the  voters  passed  Proposition  J  which  estab- 
lished a  program  for  acquiring  open  space,  developing  new  parks 
and  recreational  facilities,  and  renovating  existing  properties 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
The  program  is  financed  by  the  Open  Space  Acquisition  and  Park 
Renovation  Fund  which  is  supported  by  an  annual  10  cent  ad 
valorem  tax  levy  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years. 

For  the  first  year  (fiscal  year  1975-76)  of  the  open  space 
program,  the  10  cent  tax  levy  is  expected  to  yield  approximately 
$2,600,000.   In  the  following  year  (fiscal  1976-77),  the 
Controller  estimates  that  approximately  $2,900,000  will  be 
available. 

To  facilitate  its  role  of  assisting  and  advising  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  and  the  Department  of  City  Planning  in 
establishing  priorities  for  projects  eligible  for  inclusion  in 
the  program,  the  Open  Space/Park  Renovation  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  has  divided  the  program  into  five  facets:   (1)  high 
need  neighborhoods,  (2)  hilltops,  (3)  waterfront  areas, 
(4)  other  open  space  areas,  and  (5)  renovation. 
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Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks 


The  activities  of  the  Friends  this  past  year  reflect  its  two- 
fold objective:   to  stimulate  greater  public  involvement  and 
generate  financial  support  in  the  programs  and  activities  of 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department.   Special  events  held  dur- 
ing the  year  included: 

Annual  Field  Day  -  Held  at  Rossi  Playground  with  over  1000 
children  participating  in  programs  that  included  many  athletic 
events.   The  $1850  cost  was  underwritten  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Shorenstein. 

Opera  in  the  Park  -  The  Annual  Friends  Opera  Concert  at  the 
Band  Concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park  attracted  over  20,000  avid 
spectators.  The  Concert  featured  Luciano  Pavarotti,  tenor, 
Ingvar  Wixell,  baritone  and  Kurt  Herbert  Adler  and  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony.   The  entire  cost  was  underwritten  by  a 
$7500  donation  from  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  Benefit  Fund. 
Grattan  Playground  -  Friends  contributed  funds  for  new  play 
apparatus. 

Bicentennial  Tree  Planting  -  200  Sierra  Redwoods  were  planted 
along  Park  Presidio  Boulevard  through  a  donation  received  from 
the  Crown  Zellerbach  Corporation. 

California  First  National  Bank  Gift  -  A  $750  gift  for  trees 
and  plant  materials  for  improvement  of  new  park  properties. 
Annual  Champagne.  Japanese  Tea  Garden  -  The  Champagne  Reception 
was  the  major  membership  event  for  the  Friends. 
Bicentennial  4th  of  July  Parade  -  Over  90,000  people  enjoyed 
the  parade  along  Kennedy  Drive,  Golden  Gate  Park.   The  Friends 
worked  in  cooperation  with  the  official  Bicentennial  Committee. 
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Tiny  toddler  takes  a 
brief  pause  between 
events  at  the  Annual 
Friends  of  the  Park 
Field  Day  held  at 
Rossi  Playground 
during  summer  vacation 


World  famous  Luciano 
Pavarotti,  New  York 
Metropolitan  Opera 
Star,  performs  at 
Golden  Gate  Park's 
Band  Concourse. 
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Playmobile 


Claire  Anderson 
Coordinator 

Two  eight  by  twenty  foot  truck  trailers,  housing  sports  and 
games  equipment,  bring  recreation  to  impacted  areas  not  close 
to  parks  or  playgrounds.  This  past  summer,  visits  by  Play  - 
mobiles  and  their  attendants  proved  to  be  particularly  popular 
in  the  Western  Addition,  Chinatown,  Mission,  Hunter's  Point, 
Noe  Valley  and  Visitacion  Valley  areas. 

In  addition,  the  two  vehicles  were  used  at  special  activities 
such  as  the  Children's  Festival  at  Stern  Grove,  Friends  of 
Recreation  and  Parks  Field  Day  at  Rossi  Playground  and 
Bicentennial  celebrations  at  various  sites  throughout  the  City. 

The  Playmobiles  serve  as  vehicles  which  transport  recreational 
equipment  and  leadership  and  not  as  recreational  facilities 
themselves.  The  equipment  has  included  trampolines,  table 
games,  volleyball,  tetherball,  loop-o-ball  and  various  materials 
for  arts  and  crafts  programs,  as  well  as  visits  by  a  magician. 
Roller  skates  have  been  provided  In  areas  where  feasible  for 
skating. 
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Day  Camps 


Silver  Tree  Day  Camp  situated  In  picturesque  Glen  Canyon,  below 
Diamond  Heights  and  the  Pine  Lake  Day  Camp,  located  at  the  West 
End  of  Slgmund  Stern  Grove,  attracted  young  persons  ages  7 
through  12  from  all  parts  of  San  Francisco, 

Major  activities  at  both  camps  included:  nature  hikes,  arts 
and  crafts  programs,  campflre  events  and  visits  to  the  San 
Francisco  Zoo.  Special  instructional  visits  in  nature  lore 
were  made  by  representatives  from  the  Josephine  Randall  Junior 
Museum,  the  Zoomobile  of  the  San 
Francisco  Zoological  Society  and  | 
by  Master  Kltesman,  Dinesh 
Bahadur. 

The  day  campers  were  picked  up  by 
bus  in  neighborhood  playgrounds, 
where  the  youngsters  first  regis- 
tered to  attend  the  popular  camps 

During  the  summer,  Silver  Tree 
and  Pine  Lake  Day  Camps •  atten- 
dance was  2,568  young  persons. 

Each  week  found  a  new  influx  of 
children  from  San  Francisco's 
playgrounds. 
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Bicentennial 


Leonard  Pltzpatrick 
Bicentennial  Chairman 


The  San  Francisco  Rec- 
reation and  Park  Depart- 
ment opened  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Twin 
Bicentennials  of  San 
Francisco  and  the  United 
States  on  April  24,  1975. 
Milo  Schmidt  of  the  San 
Francisco  Sheriff's 
Posse  represented  Paul 
Revere  and  rode  around 
the  Civic  Center  on 
horseback,  ringing  a  bell 
to  commemorate  the  famous 
ride  of  the  New  England 
Patriot.  Children  from 
Paul  Revere  School  dis- 
played a  beautiful 
tapestry  made  by  the 
students  which  depicted 
the  accomplishments  of 
Paul  Revere.  A  ceremonial  flag  raising  was  conducted  by  the 
Sixth  Army  Military  Police. 
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Beginning  Tuesday,  January  6,  1976,  the  department  conducted  and 
participated  in  35  Bicentennial  events  which  included  the  Redwood 
Seedling  Project  on  the  John  Muir  Trail,  Strybing  Arboretum; 
planting  of  200  trees  on  Park  Presidio  Blvd.;  planting  of  1,000 
Japanese  Cherry  Trees  in  Golden  Gate  Park;  the  Playground  Bi- 
centennial Poster  Contest;  Ben  Franklin  Kite  Day  at  Marina  Green; 
the  Anza  Encampment  at  Mountain  Lake  Park  and  Fort  Point;  floral 
plaque  displays  in  Conservatory  Valley  and  Civic  Center;  the 
Special  Olympics  at  Kezar  Stadium  and  Balboa  Pool;  the  Firemen's 
Muster;  rededlcation  of  the  Colonial  Grove  of  Trees  at  the 
Pioneer  Log  Cabin  in  Golden  Gate  Park;  the  Children's  Festival 
Bicentennial  Show  at  Sigmund  Stern  Grove;  the  demonstration  of 
bowling  on  the  Green,  a  colonial  sport;  the  Presentation  of  the 
Sigmund  Stern  Grove  Festival,  "American  Music  Festival";  the 
Arrival  of  the  Moraga  Trek,  Celebration  of  San  Francisco's 
Birthday  Mass  at  Mission  Dolores  and  San  Francisco's  Birthday 
Party  Luncheon,  all  conducted  between  June  27  and  June  29,  1976; 
daily  programs  conducted  by  the  San  Francisco  Twin  Bicentennial, 
Inc.  in  Civic  Center  Plaza;  and  final  participation  in  the  mas- 
sive Independence  Day  Parade  held  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  July  4th. 
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John  Bryan,  Director 
of  the  Strybing 
Arboretum,  partic- 
ipates In  Bicentennial 
Tree  Planting  of  two 
hundred  Redwood  Trees 
planted  along  Park 
Presidio  Boulevard 
In  commemoration  of 
the  United  States 
first  two  hundred 
years. 


Children  from 
San  Francisco 
Elementary  Schools 
and  Mendocino 
County  Elementary 
Schools  examine 
a  sample  of  a 
Redwood  Sapling 
during  Bicenten- 
nial Tree  Planting 
at  the  John  Mulr 
Nature  Trail  In 
the  Strybing  Ar- 
boretum. 
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Yacht  Harbor 


William  L.  Gray 
Harbor  Master 

The  waiting  list  for  berthing  in  the  Marina  now  numbers  well 
over  2,000.  Approximately  286  names  were  added  this  year. 
Though  127  berths  were  cancelled  and  reassigned  during  the 
year,  most  of  them  consisted  of  change  in  ownership  of  the  boats. 

Hundreds  of  visitors  from  distant  ports  brought  in  a  revenue  of 
approximately  $10,608.  Bids  for  construction  of  restroom 
facilities  in  East  Harbor  went  out  for  the  second  time  in  July. 

A  major  review  of  the  berth  rental  scale  was  initiated  this 
year  after  a  survey  of  facilities  and  mooring  charges  prevailing 
in  other  Bay  Area  marinas  was  made.  A  10$  increase  was  approv- 
ed to  be  effective  September  1,  1976,  which  should  bring  in  a 
revenue  increase  by  approximately  $56,000. 

Emergency  replacement  of  two  gangways  was  completed  in  July  at 
a  cost  of  about  $5,000.  About  a  dozen  berths  have  been  replac- 
ed in  Outer  West  Harbor  at  a  cost  of  $32,000.   Other  mainte- 
nance projects  in  progress  include  spraying  of  docks  with  wood 
preservative  and  painting  of  gangways. 
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Attendance 


PLAYGROUNDS 

Unit 

Attendance 

Unit 

Attendance 

Alta  Plaza 

22,103 

Laurel  Hill 

28,133 

Aptos 

15 

,366 

Lee,  Joseph 

76,621 

Argonne 

47 

,233 

McCoppin  Square 

^,897 

Balboa 

34 

,311 

Merced  Heights 

53,052 

Bayview 

20 

,753 

Midtown  Terrace 

30,701 

Bernal  Heights 

53 

,376 

Miraloma 

29,057 

Big  Rec 

38 

,286 

Mission  Dolores 

48,492 

Cabrlllo 

37 

040 

Mission 

48,837 

Cayuga 

42 

,610 

Mountain  Lake 

47,488 

Chalmers,  Alice 

43 

,936 

Murphy,  J. P. 

32,118 

Chinese  Recreation 

Center  100 

,406 

Noe  Valley  Courts 

8,691 

Chinese  Playground 

59 

,369 

North  Beach 

232,293 

Cow  Hollow 

^ 

,877 

Ocean  View 

150,434 

Crocker  Amazon 

136 

,830 

Panhandle 

33,940 

Christopher,  George 

36 

,352 

Parkside  Square 

^9,316 

Douglass 

43' 

,470 

Peixotto,  Sidney 

not  staffed 

Duboce 

11 

,206 

Portola 

119,217 

Eureka  Valley 

124' 

,791 

Potrero  Hill 

21,015 

Excelsior 

70, 

951 

Presidio  Heights 

19,118 

Folsom 

26 

,972 

Richmond 

^2,6^ 

Fulton 

49 

522 

Rochambeau 

40,685 

Funston 

235 

,824 

Rolph,  James 

200,790 

Garfield 

50 

,  ^0 

Rossi,  Angelo 

49,126 

Gilman 

28 

,616 

St.  Mary's 

195,214 

Glen  Park 

139 

254 

Silver  Terrace 

38,729 

Golden  Gate  Tennis 

Courts  117] 

862 

South  Park 

12,893 

Grattan 

45 

055 

South  Sunset 

53,300 

Hamilton 

149, 

900 

Stern  Grove 

36,459 

Hayes  Valley 

25. 

157 

Strauss,  Levi 

8,390 

Hayward,  Boys 

77. 

248 

Sunset 

140,585 

Hayward,  Girls 

38 

980 

Sunnyside 

42,762 

Herz,  Francis  J. 

22 

,368 

Sutter,  Louis 

36,756 

Jackson 

37. 

§96 

Upper  Noe 

141,799 

Junipero  Serra 

34 

,239 

Visitacion  Valley 

54,166 

Kahn,  Julius 

81, 

212 

Wawona  Annex 

1,153 

Kimbell,  Raymond 

not  staffed 

West  Portal 

12,165 

Lafayette 

not  staffed 

West  Sunset 

16,468 

Larsen 

31,200 

Wills,  Helen 

78,179 

TOTAL 

4,348,583 
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HOUSING  CENTERS 

Unit  Attendance 

Hunters  Point  Gymnasium        Attendance  combined  with  Milton  Meyer 
Hunters  Point  Recreation  Center  (Milton  Meyer)  96,304 

Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center  28,535 


TOTAL  124,839 

AQUATICS 

Aquatic  Park  209,155 

Balboa  Pool  137,328 

Bessie  Carmichael  Pool  (Portable)  923 

Commodore  B.  Stockton  Pool  (Portable)                    1,596 

Coffman  Pool  81,472 

Garfield  Pool  53,859 

Hamilton  Pool  48,028 

Lake  Merced  Sports  Center  64,187 

Larsen  Pool  155,869 

Martin  Luther  King  Pool  19,442 

Mission  Pool  4,578 

North  Beach  Pool  91,283 

Phelan  Beach  61,521 

Rossi  Pool  100,931 


TOTAL  1,030,172 

MISCELLANEOUS  FACILITIES  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Camp  Mather  19,996 

Drama  Center  13,134 

Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center  83,285 

Mobile  Unit  #1  (Game time)  3,111 

Mobile  Unit  #2  (Guardsmen)  4,6l3 

Music  Center  14,390 

Photography  Center  8,496 

Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum  61,828 

Rifle  Range  21,905 

Stern  Grove  Annex  1,153 

Stern  Grove  Concerts  215,000 

Pine  Lake  Day  Camp  2,762 

Silver  Tree  Day  Camp  12,276 

Senior  Citizens  Hobby  Show  776 

Children's  Festival  Bicentennial  Show  4,850 

San  Francisco  Zoo  672,285 

TOTAL  1,139,860 


RECAPITULATION 

Playgrounds  4,348,583 

Housing  Centers  124,839 

Aquatics  1,030,172 

Miscellaneous  Facilities  and  Activities  1,139,860 

(does  not  include  Golden  Gate  Park)      


TOTAL  6,643,454 


ements 
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The  Honorable 

George  R.  Moscone,  Mayor 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

Room  200,  City  Hall 

San  Francisco,  California   94102 

Dear  Mayor  Moscone: 

On  behalf  of  the  entire  Commission,  I  am  pleased  to 
transmit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  for  1976-77. 

Even  a  casual  perusal  of  this  document  will  reveal 
the  ongoing  commitment  to  quality  recreation  programs  and 
facility  maintenance.   The  Department  is  particularly 
pleased  with  the  City-wide  effort  now  underway  to  renovate 
existing  facilities,  utilizing  funds  from  both  the  City's 
Open  Space  Program  and  the  Federal  Community  Development 
Program. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  San  Franciscans  have  available 
to  them  for  their  enjoyment  an  outstanding  diversity  and 
variety  of  enriching  recreation  opportunities.   Our  challenge 
now  is  to  offer  these  services  in  the  most  efficient  and 
cost-effective  manner  possible,  but  yet  to  maintain  facilities 
at  the  highest  possible  level. 

Your  commitment  to  the  philosophy  of  quality  recreation 
for  all  citizans  is  widely  recognized.   May  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  you  for  both  your  interest  and  support 
that  reflects  itself  in  the  progress  made  by  the  Department 
this  past  year. 
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General  Manager's  Message 


During  the  past  year,  your  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  has  made  substantial  progress  in  several  areas, 
despite  very  real  fiscal  restraints.   Recreation  services 
were  expanded  that  involved  persons  of  all  ages.   I  am 
especially  pleased  that  the  ongoing  City-wide  program  of 
facility  renovation  has  generated  a  significant  increase  in 
public  utilization.   Federal  and  State  grants  were  obtained 
for  much-needed  improvements  to  the  Zoo,  development  of 
McLaren  Park,  as  well  as  to  several  neighborhood  parks  and 
playgrounds.   The  Open  Space  Program  continues  to  enjoy 
widespread  community  support,  for  which  special  thanks  must 
be  given  to  the  Citizens  Open  Space  Advisory  Committee. 
Despite  mandated  salary  savings,  long-deferred  park  main- 
tenance projects  were  initiated,  utilizing  personnel  funded 
through  Federal  work  or  training  programs.   The  severe  drought 
required  reducing  irrigation  by  30%.   This  was  accomplished 
without  any  significant  permanent  damage,  even  though  grass 
areas  did  turn  brown.   It  is  my  hope  that  the  Department 
can  continue  to  improve  its  responsiveness  to  the  aspirations 
of  you,  its  employer  and  clientele.   To  this  end,  you  may 
count  on  the  continued  and  dedicated  effort  of  the  Department 
staff. 
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Recreation 
Division 

Joseph  Misuraca 
Superintendent  of  Recreation 
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Men's 
and  Boy's 
Athletics 


Hal  Flinn 

Asst.  Supt. 

of  Recreation 


I 

r   * 
i 


This  year,  the  Men's  and  Boy's 
Athletic  Division  offered  a  vari- 
ety of  activities  to  meet  the  f£ 
needs  and  interests  of  the  public. 
The  demand  for  the  various  sports 
facilities  has  increased  tremen- 
dously.  The  most  popular  activ-       ^s^ 
ities  were  basketball,  softball, 

baseball,  volleyball,  soccer,  touch-football  and  track  and  field 
In  addition  to  the  regular  Recreation  and  Park  activities,  fa- 
cilities were  provided  to  colleges,  high  schools,  private 
schools,  junior  high  schools,  C.Y.O.,  P.A.L.,  FLAME,  and  the 
teams  from  various  other  organizations.   City-wide  and  neighbor- 
hood activities,  both  individual  and  team  sports,  were  conducted 
for  boys  8  through  18  years  of  age. 

The  Summer  Neighborhood  Basketball  League  attracted  64  teams 
that  played  at  6  gymnasiums.   Winners  advanced  to  City  finals 
at  Hamilton  Recreation  Center.   The  City  champions  in  each  of 
the  two  divisions  played  their  counterparts  of  the  Oakland 
Summer  Neighborhood  Basketball  League  at  Hamilton  Center.   Next 
year  the  teams  are  scheduled  to  play  in  Oakland. 

The  largest  participation  activity  was  the  Municipal  Softball 
League,  which  is  conducted  twice  a  year.   The  number  of  teams 
has  increased  from  216  teams  to  over  290  in  the  last  year. 
Over  249  teams  participated  in  the  limited  summer  league. 


An  additional  30  other  independent  adult  softball  leagues  were 
accommodated  during  the  year  on  Recreation  and  Park  diamonds. 


Left:  The  Citywide 
boxing  program  has 
proved  to  be  most 
successful  In  teach- 
ing boxing  skills  to 
young  people. 


Below:   The  Annual 
Ben  Franklin  Kite  Day 
attracts  hundreds  of 
youngsters  and  adults 
to  compete  in  various 
categories  at  the 
Marina  Green  . 
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The  Sharp  Park  Pisuol  and  Rifle  Range's  operation  has  expanded 
in  an  effort  to  meet  the  demand  for  use  by  the  general  public. 
There  are  20  targets  at  50  yards  for  22  rimfire  rifles;  24  tar- 
gets at  125  yaras  for  all  rifles;  9  targets  at  pO  yards  for 
all  handguns;  30  targets  at  25  yards  also  for  handguns.   Also 
available  are  a  limited  number  of  trap  machines  for  informal 
trapshooting. 

Boxing  classes  were  conducted  at  three  sites:   Ocean  View, 
Hunters  Point  and  Joseph  Lee.   Instructor  was  Lino  Armenteros,  a 
former  professional  boxer.   Special  exhibition  bouts  were  held 
at  Ocean  View  Recreation  Center  as  the  culmination  of  the  pro- 
gram for  all  youngsters  involved. 

Year-round  weekly  karate  classes  were  held  at  four  City-wide 
sites . 

The  fields  at  Beach  Chalet  and  Crocker-Amazon  Parks  were  again 
used  to  capacity.   Beach  Chalet  for  soccer  and  Crocker-Amazon 
for  soccer,  softball  and  baseball.   Beach  Chalet  was  closed  for 
field  rehabilitation  from  September  20  through  December  5. 

The  Polo  Field  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  received  heavy  use  from 
hockey,  cricket,  lacrosse  and  soccer  games. 

Special  events  included:   frisbee,  hula-hoop,  soccer  clinics, 
Pepsi  Hot  Shot  Basketball,  Ford  Punt,  Pass  and  Kick  and  the 
Warriors  Basketball  Clinic. 
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The  sport  with  the 
largest  Increase  In 
participation  over 
the  past  year  has  been 
soccer.  Soccer  programs 
including  clinics  and 
leagues  for  youngsters 
have  grown  considerably. 
Kezar  Stadium  was  the 
site  chosen  for  a 
special  summer  soccer 
workshop. 


Below:   Boys  recreation 
basketball  leagues 
proved  highly  successful 
with  all  13  satellites 
participating  in  the 
various  age  classifica- 
tions. The  league  was 
culminated  by  a  Citywide 
championship  play-off 
tournament  conducted  for 
winners  of  various  dis- 
tricts at  the  conclusion 
of  the  regular  season. 
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Sharpshooter  George  Lehman 
watches  on  at  Pro-Keds 
Basketball  Clinic  conducted 
for  young  persons  at  Kezar 
Pavillion. 


Ball  carrier  breaks  tackle 
at  flag  football  game  held 
at  Eureka  Valley  Playground 


The  Industrial  Recreation  Division  Program  began  in  1918,  and 
was  adopted  by  the  Recreation  Department  in  1935.   Present 
membership  is  fifty-five  business  firms  with  an  annual 
participation  of  over  5000  employees. 

Activities  provided  to  the  firms  by  the  Division  included: 
basketball,  softball,  volleyball,  bowling,  table  tennis, 
golf,  tennis,  and  special  trips  during  the  summer  and  winter. 


Women9 s 
and  GirVs 
Athletics 


*%■ 


Raymond  Joe 
Principal  Supervisor 

The  Women's  and  Girl's 
Athletic  Division  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  planning, 
organizing,  scheduling  and 
conducting  of  classes, 
clinics,  playdays,  tourn- 
aments and  leagues. 

Activities  include  volley- 
ball, basketball,  softball, 
flag  football,  net  ball, 
jacks,  checkers,  chess, 
table  tennis  and  tennis. 

All  programs  have  proven 
to  be  extremely  popular 
with  a  continuous  growth 
|  in  interest  and  participa- 
tion. Girls  basketball 
»~  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
leading  sports. 


Women's  softball  showed  a  major 
increase  in  number  of  players 
over  the  past  year.  Games  were 
conducted  at  various  playgrounds 
during  twilight  hours  and  weekends. 

which  enabled  a  total  of  500  young 
new  event.  One  participant  qualifi 
held  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 


Special  events  included 
the  Jesse  Owens  Games  of 
which  36  youngsters  par- 
ticipated in  the  National 
finals  at  Philadelphia, 
Pennslyvannia;  and  the 
Pepsi  Hot  Shot  Basketball 
people  to  participate  in  this 
ed  for  the  Western  finals 


Tennis  programs  expanded  to  meet  the  heavy  demands  of  the  public. 
Instructional  tennis  was  offered  to  youngsters  10  years  and 
over  by  the  Youth  Tennis  Foundation  of  Northern  California  at 
28  playgrounds  during  the  summer.   Culmination  of  which  was  an 
extravaganza  of  skills  at  Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts  for  over 
300  children.   In  addition  to  the  Youth  Tennis  Foundation, 
youth  tennis  clinics  were  offered  by  the  National  Junior  Tennis 
League  and  by  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department. 

The  Helen  Wills  Tournament  was  held  at  Helen  Wills  Playground 
for  13  and  14  year  old  persons.  The  highlight  of  this  event 
was  when  Mrs.  Helen  Wills  Roark  presented  the  winners  with  their 
trophies. 


Adult  sports  programs  have  been 
expanded  to  accommodate  heavy 
participation,  particularly  in 
v/omen's  softball,  which  increas- 
ed from  55  teams  in  1975  to  108 
teams  In  1976. 

Adult  tennis  clinics  and  class- 
es, conducted  by  staff,  were 
offered  City-wide.   Public  court 
tennis  clubs  were  extremely 
popular  among  local  residents, 
with  inter  and  intra  -  club 
tournaments  being  the  main 
attraction. 

The  Industrial  Division  was 
very  active  with  13  separate 
activities  on  the  sports  calen- 
dar. 

Approximately  seventy-five 
business  and  Industrial  firms 
throughout  the  City  participat- 
ed in  leagues  and  tournaments 
that  included  basketball, 
softball,  volleyball,  tennis, 
bowling,  table  tennis  and  golf. 

Workshops  in  physical  fitness 
and  guitar  were  conducted,  as 
well  as  summer-long  clinics  in 
tennis  instruction. 


A  lay-up  shot  is  a  near 
miss  at  girls  pentathlon 
held  annually  prior  to 
season  play. 
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Softball  opposite,  jogging 
bottom  left,  tennis  bottom 
right,  are  three  of  the 
more  popular  participation 
sports  Involving  women's 
athletics.  Softball 
leagues,  tennis  tourn- 
aments and  mini  marathons 
now  see  more  and  more 
female  contestants. 
Physical  fitness  programs 
for  women  conducted  by 
the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  are  on  the 
upswing. 


Jesse  Owens  Track  Classic 


Over  450  boys  and  girls,  ages  10  -  15  years,  participated  in 
qualifying  meets  for  36  positions  on  the  team  to  represent 
San  Francisco  at  Philadelphia,  Pennslyvannia.   They  competed 
against  youngsters  from  14  other  major  cities  in  the  United 
States.   The  qualifying  meets  took  place  at  Kezar  Stadium. 
The  event  was  co-sponsored  by  the  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment and  the  Atlantic  Richfield  Corporation. 

Included  with  an  all  expense  paid  trip  to  the  National  Meet, 
was  the  opportunity  for  the  youngsters  to  tour  Philadelphia 
and  visit  Valley  Forge,  Pennslyvannia. 

The  San  Francisco  team  did  exceptionally  well  capturing  six 
gold,  five  silver  and  4  bronze  medals,  accounting  for  49 
points.   This  was  the  most  successful  of  the  San  Francisco 
teams.   Leading  the  way  was  Corey  Domino  with  a  softball 
throw  of  292.5;  Jerome  Lacy  winning  the  400  meter  dash  in  the 
time  of  55.12;  Tina  Brown  captured  the  50  meter  dash  in  6.4; 
with  the  girls  400  meter  relay  team  consisting  of  Le  Anne 
Gordon,  Eartha  Bradford,  Janice  Cotton  and  Brenda  Carthern 
winning  the  gold  medal  in  55.5. 
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The  Jesse  Owens  Qualifying 
Meets  for  boys  and  girls 
were  held  at  Kezar  Stadium. 
They  showed  a  high  caliber 
of  competition  with  many 
close  finishes. 


Finals  of  the  popular  Jesse 
Owens  Games  were  held  at 
McAteer  High  School.   Champ- 
ions in  each  event  competed 
in  national  finals  at  Phil- 
adelphia. 


Field  events  in  Citywide  track  finals 
showed  a  very  high  level  of  competition. 
High  jumper  used  unusual  style  in  clearing 
the  bar. 


Aquatics 


George  Campbell 
Principal  Supervisor 


The  Aquatic  Division's  wide  variety  of  activities  for  both  par- 
ticipants and  spectators  saw  more  than  1,400,000  persons  at 
eight  indoor  pools,  one  outdoor  pool,  one  beach  area  and  one 
lake  front  operated  by  the  Department . 

Highlights  included  a  "Learn  to  Swim"  campaign  conducted  in  co- 
operation with  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the  summer  months. 
The  program  provided  swimming  instruction  for  approximately 
25,000  children,  who  ranged  in  age  from  8  -  17  years.   In 
addition,  ^100  youngsters  gained  worthwhile  experience  by  assist- 
ing instructors  and  working  as  administrative  aides. 

The  San  Francisco  Merionettes  represented  the  City  in  synchro- 
nized swimming  events  throughout  the  United  States  and  won 
numerous  individual  and  team  championships.   The  Aquatic  Divi- 
sion sponsored  the  eight  intra-departmental  swimming  teams  in 
competition,  enabling  the  most  outstanding  swimmers  to  compete 
in  meets  throughout  California  while  representing  the  San 
Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
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Di i r i n g  the  s umm e r , 
the  Aquatic  Division 
sponsored  a  number  of 
"Huck  Finn"  days  at 
Lake  Merced.  This 
afforded  800  children 
throughout  the  City 
the  opportunity  to  en- 
joy trout  fishing. 


Cultural 


Ron   Juvland 

Asst.    Supt. 

of   Recreation 


Arts 

and 

Crafts 


Clarene  Leong 
Recreation  Supervisor 

The  Twin  Bicentennial 
Calendar  was  culminated 
with  "Shades  of  '76," 
a  program  held  in 
December  at  the  Hall  of 
Flowers.   Over  300  ex- 
hibit items  were  dis- 
played, representing 
the  Arts  and  Crafts 
programs  from  the  City's 
recreational  centers, 
Fleishhacker  Art  Studio 
and  the  Junior  Museum. 
Musical  and  dance  per- 
formances were  also 
featured  in  this  free 
weekend  event  which  was  attended  by  3000  persons. 


Youngsters  admire  Godseye  during 
craft  exhibition  at  the  popular 
Pacific  Art  Camp  held  during  the 
summer  at  the  Fleishhacker  Bldg. 


The  Fleishhacker 
adults  in  its  pro 
and  jewelry  and  o 
child  workshop. 
Senior  Citizens  a 
Studio  expanded  i 
A  longer  session 
learning  experien 
and  Crafts  Adviso 
Studio's  growth. 


Art  Studio  accommodated  8951  young  people  and 
gram  of  ceramics,  leaded  glass,  film  animation 
ver  100  pre-school  children  in  it's  parent  - 
In  addition  to  offering  discount  rates  to 
nd  non-fee  enrollment  for  16-17  year  olds,  the 
t's  program  sessions  from  ten  weeks  to  fifteen, 
enabled  students  to  undergo  a  more  complete 
ce.   The  Division  is  appreciative  of  the  Arts 
ry  Committee's  continual  guidance  in  the 


Pacific  Art  Camp  was  inundated  by  registration  requests,  in  it's 
debut  as  a  departmental  operation.   The  important  factor  in  the 
program  was  the  maintenance  of  the  quality  of  content  for  youth 
(7-12  years)  in  each  of  the  four  disciplines:   visual  arts, 
drama,  music  and  dance.   All  three  sessions  were  filled  to 
capacity. 
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Drama 

and 
Dance 


Charlene  Nichols 
Recreation  Supervisor 

The  Recreational  Arts  Build- 
ing at  50  Scott  Street  is  the 
central  location  where  a  va- 
riety of  activities  are 
planned,  organized  and  coor- 
dinated.  The  Recreational 
Arts  Building  is  also  used 
as  a  storage  center  for  dance 
files,  a  play  library,  pup- 
pets, storybooks  and  costumes 
used  at  playgrounds  and  rec- 
reation centers. 


Activities  include: 

Recreational  Arts  Build 

folk,  square  and  round 

classes  (men  and  women) 

social  dance  workshops 

and  women),  modern  danc 

classes,  jazz  exercise 


Caterpillar  Puppet  Troup  per- 
formed to  large  crowds  of  chil- 
dren at  City's  Recreation  Cen- 
ters. 

(adults),  tap  dancing  (adults),  belly  dancing,  storytellin 
classes  (adults).  For  children,  there  are  classes  in  pre- 
and  junior  ballet,  modern  dance,  special  folk  and  square  d 
class  and  Junior  Repertory  Theatre. 

Recreation  Units  -  folk,  square  and  round  dancing  for  adul 
children's  folk  dancing,  jazz  and  modern  dancing  (classes 
both  adults  and  children),  drama  workshop  for  children,  a 
Junior  Theatre,  which  had  a  most  successful  production  of 
Baa,  the  Worse  and  the  Broccoli."  A  new  program  of  "Clown 
Around  -  Learn  How  to  be  a  Clowii"  was  initiated  the  early 
of  the  summer. 

Senior  Citizens  -  folk  and  square  dance  classes. 
Recreation  Drama  and  Dance  Advisory  Committee  -  in  coopera 
with  the  Drama  and  Dance  Division  sponsored  classes  in  mod 
dancing,  belly  dancing  and  the  newest  fad  of  tap  dancing, 
well  as  workshops  in  "Touch  Dancing"  or  social  dance. 
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Also  the  Division  has  organized  bhe  Golden  Gate  and  Storyland 
Storytelling  Leagues  which  meet  once  a  month  at  various  loca- 
tions.  It  conducted  a  "Peanut  Fair"  at  Stern  Grove,  partici- 
pated in  "Let's  Make  a  Circus"  and  took  part  in  "Friends  of 
the  Park  Field  Day."  Regional  folk  dance  festivals  were  staged 
at  Kezar  Pavilion,  Funston  Recreation  Center  and  Stern  Grove. 
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Handicapped 
Services 


Don  Ybaretta 
Supervisor 

The  Handicapped  Division  of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  provides  a  variety  of  activities  for  its  member- 
ship during  the  year.   Currently,  the  Handicapped  Division  ser- 
vices some  150  developmentally  disabled  citizens. 

The  programs  are  conducted  at  Jackson, 
Grattan,  Aptos  and  McCoppin  Playgrounds ; 
Ocean  View  Recreation  Center  and  the 
Recreational  Arts  Building  at  50  Scott 
Street. 

Also  under  the  auspices  of  the  Handi- 
capped Division  is  the  Indoor  Sports 
Club,  a  physically  handicapped  adult 
group,  who  meet  on . the  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  every  month  at  Sunset 
Recreation  Center.   Their  membership 
numbers  approximately  45.   The  activ- 
ities include:   business  meetings, 
social  hour  and  games  nights,  special 
event  nights  and  annual  holiday  din- 
ners at  local  restaurants. 
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Swimming  programs  are  coor- 
dinated with  the  Aquatics 
Division.  The  programs  are 
conducted  at  Balboa,  Rossi, 
Garfield  and  Hamilton  Pools. 

In  addition  to  the  recrea- 
tional activities,  many 
special  events  are  planned 
throughout  the  year  for  the 
participants,  namely,  the 
*<*«-;  San  Francisco  Special  Olym- 
pics; the  State  Special 
Olympics  in  Los  Angeles;  the 
Hands  Across  the  Bay  Hallow- 
een Party;  the  Annual  Christ- 
mas Luncheon  and  Aid  to  the 
Retarded  Citizens  Dances 
every  month. 

The  Special  Olympics  Program 
has  had  outstanding  partici- 
pation. The  developmentally 
disabled  competed  in  track 
and  field,  swimming,  gym- 
nastics and  bowling. 
Special  praise  should  be 
given  to  the  many  service 
groups,  agencies,  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  who  have  supported  the  handicapped  pro- 
grams through  donations  and  volunteer  help. 


Competition  is  keen  at  the 
Special  Olympics  for  the  men- 
tally handicapped  track  meet. 


ATTENDANCE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Drama  &  Arts  Bldg. 
Jackson  P/G 
Grattan  P/G 
Aptos  P/G 
McCoppin  P/G 


2760  Ocean  View 

2440  A.R.C. 

1400  In-Door  Sports 
96O  Balboa  Pool 
480  Garfield  Pool 

ATTENDANCE  TOTAL:   15 

1400 
720 
720 

1200 
800 

,167 

Rossi  Pool  400 
Hamilton  P00I6OO 
Special  Olympics 
Track  &Fleld  320 
Swimming  212 
Bowling      75 
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Right:  State  gymnas- 
tics champion,  Rusty 
Hartman,  receives 
words  of  advice  from 
volunteer  coach,  Karen 
Hidzick. 
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Day  Camps 


Silver  Tree  Day  Camp  Is  settled  in  spacious  Glen  Park  Canyon, 
below  Diamond  Heights;  Pine  Lake  Day  Camp  is  located  at  the 
west  end  of  picturesque  Slgmund  Stern  Grove,  and  Pacific  Art 
Camp  is  situated  in  a  nostalgic  site  at  Fleishhacker  Pool 
Building  on  Great  Highway  near  Sloat  Boulevard,  overlooking 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Major  activities  at  Pine  Lake 
and  Silver  Tree  Day  Camps  in- 
clude:  nature  hikes,  arts  and 
crafts  programs,  campfire  events, 
active  games,  visits  to  the 
San  Francisco  Zoo.   Special 
instructional  visits  in  nature 
lore  are  made  by  staff  members 
from  the  Josephine  Randall 
Junior  Museum.   Pacific  Art 
Camp's  major  activities  are: 
drama,  dance,  visual  arts  and 
music . 

During  the  summer,  the  three 
day  camps  attracted  a  total  of 
2,660  campers.   There  were  145 
free  camperships  given  out. 
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Music 


Betty  Bo v;d en- 
Supervisor 

The  Music  Division,  through  a  diversity  of  programs,  offers 
activities  appealing  to  a  wide  variety  of  age  and  interest 
groups.   During  the  past  year,  there  have  been  many  classes  for 
children  and  teens  conducted  at  neighborhood  playgrounds  and 
recreation  centers.   The  content  of  these  classes  varied  be- 
tween singing,  rhythm  band,  ukulele,  soprano  recorder,  guitar 
and  harmonica,  depending  upon  community  interest  and  response. 

The  San  Francisco  Girl's  Drill  Team  rehearsed  weekly  at  30 
Scott  Street  an.,  were  very  active  during  the  summer  and  fall. 
They  marched  in  several  parades  and  appeare  3  at  the  California 
State  Fair  in  Sacramento. 

Ensemble  music  for  older  teens  and  adults  consisted  of  the 
Recreation  Symphony  Orchestra,  Tillmany  Orchestra,  Fir;  Band 
Workshop  and  the  Frichv,  flight  Band. 

New  programs  initiated  this  part  year  included  the  San  Francisco 
Youth  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  Teen  Chorus,  tie  Musical  Comedy 
Workshop  and  the  Senior  Citizen  Singers. 
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Popular  Big  Band  and  Jazz  concerts  were  scheduled  during 
summer  at  the  San  Francisco  Zoo.  Above,  Cuz  Cousineau 
and  his  14  piece  group  perform  at  the  Terrace  Cafe. 

Summer  sounds  in  the  form  of  special  concerts  were  held  at 
the  Band  Concourse  Area  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  Various  jazz 
and  rock  groups  performed  to  enthusiastic  audiences. 


Photography 
Center 


John  Giosso 
Director 

The  Photography  Center 
is  a  municipally  owned 
workshop  where  amateur 
photo  fans  may  enjoy 
and  pursue  every  phase 
of  their  photographic 
interest.   Everything 
dealing  with  the  art 
of  photography  is  in- 
cluded in  this  complete 
facility.   There  are 
studios  for  taking 
pictures  and  facilities 
for  washing,  drying 
and  mounting  prints. 

The  Photography  Center 

continues  to  grow  in 

popularity;  there  are 

presently  more  than 

2,700  active  members.   Revenues  have  exceeded  $16,000  per  year 

for  the  past  eleven  years. 


Proper  use  of  photo  equipment  i 
of  beginners  course  training  at 
Photography  Center. 


s  part 
the 


The  membership  ranges  from  teenagers  to  grandparents.   Families, 
businessmen,  professional  people,  school  teachers,  students, 
nurses,  housewives  and  retirees  share  their  evenings  and  week- 
ends at  the  Center  learning  how  to  print  good  pictures,  develop 
film,  and  make  enlargements.   The  Photography  Center  is  not  a 
school.   However,  extensive  courses  in  all  phases  of  photography 
are  offered  throughout  the  year  so  that  individuals  can  get  the 
most  out  of  their  hobby. 

The  darkroom  is  professionally  equipped  and  maintained  and 
is  the  largest  municipally  operated  facility  in  the  United 
States,  with  forty  enlargers. 

The  Photography  Center  is  a  friendly  and  informal  place  and 
serves  anyone  who  likes  photography  and  wants  to  have  an  enjoy- 
able time  sharing  their  interest  with  others. 

The  professionally  equipped  Photography  Center  is  located 
in  the   Recreational  Arts  Building  at  50  Scott  Street. 
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The  tremendous  growth  and  ever-increasing  use  of  the  Photography 
Center  can  oe  attributed  to  the  growing  interest  in  photography 
as  a  leisure-time  activity. 


Tne  attendance  growth  has  been  stimulatea  by  the  courses  which 
are  conducted  the  year  around  and  which  touch  on  every  phase  of 
photography.   Some  of  these  include  tne  twice -weekly  "quickie 
courses,"  the  quarterly  beginners  sessions,  portrait,  courses, 
color  courses  and  classes  in  advanced  darkroom  procedures. 

The  San  Francisco  Center  is  the  forerunner  of  all  municipally- 
owned  photography  facilities. 


22 


*  "^, 


Junior 
Museum 


A.  Kirk  Conragan 
Director 

The  Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior 
Museum  offer?  a  wide  variety  of 
programs  for  children  and  adults. 
More  than  160  classes  were  offer- 
ed to  the  people  of  San  Francisco 
this  past  year. 

The  Junior  Museum  works  directly 
with  schools,  day  camps,  recrea- 
tion centers  and  playgrounds. 
There  are  daily  animal  demon- 
strations for  visiting  school 
classes  and  weekly  demonstrations 
for  children  attending  the  Rec- 
reation and  Park  Department's 
two  summer  day  camps,  Pine  Lake 
and  Silver  Tree.   Visits  to  the 
Museum  were  made  by  21,200  young 
people  representing  a  total  of 
672  school  classes  and  other 
special  youth  groups. 

Highlights  of  trie  Museum  program 
were  the  special  field  trips  held 
in  conjunction  with  classes 
offered.   Field  trips  were  taken 
to  nearby  points  of  interest  such 
as  Mt.  Diablo,  Point  Reyes,  the 
Marin  Headlands  and  a  number  of 
other  sites  within  the  Golden 
Gate  National  Recreation  Area. 


Youngsters  look  in  awe 
at  giant  Kodiak  bear  in 
entrance  way  at  the  Junior 
Museum. 


The  Museum  was  involved  in  two  outstanding  citywide  events.   One 
was  the  "Randall  Round-up"  where  rodent  pets  competed  in  such 
events  as  walking  the  tightrope,  raced  through  a  maze  and  best 
for  show.   The  second  event  was  the  "Great  Paper  Aeroplane 
Derby"  held  at  the  Kezar  Pavilion.   This  event  drew  aeronautical 
engineers  of  all  ages  for  competition  involving  design,  distance 
and  duration  of  flight. 

The  joint  venture  with  Grattr.n  School  was  again  repeated  this 
year  concentrating  on  an  outdoor  education  experience  for  the 
school's  fifth  and  sixth  grades.   Speci'il  activities  were 
offered  at  tne  Museum  for  the  participating  scnool  classes  in 
preparation  for  a  one  week  camp -out  in  the  Coast  Range. 
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Junior  Museum  volunteers  bring  animals 
to  various  playground  events. 

Tom  Mandis,  Assistant  Curator,  conducts 
popular  field  trips. 


Special  courses  are 
held  in  the  Arts 
and  Sciences,  most 
of  which  run  for  six 
weeks  and  are  dir- 
ected fco  seasonal 
events.   Among  some 
of  the  more  popular 
courses  offered  by 
the  Arts  and  Crafts 
section  were  general 
ceramics,  raku,  clay 
sculpture,  painting, 
drawing,  batik,  silk 
screening,  leaded 
:iass,  weaving,  ten- 
koku  and  kite  making. 
Shop  activities  in- 
clude woodworking, 
metal  sculpture, 
pin-hole  cameras, 
special  projects, 
and  type  setting 
and  printing  with 
the  platen  press. 
The  world  of  nature 
is  explored,  by 
classes  in  conser- 
vation, ecology, 
oceanology,  marine 
biology,  animal 
study,  reptiles  and 
amphibians,  Indian 
lore,  geology,  rocks 
and  minerals,  and 
use  of  the  micro- 
scope . 


Recreation 


Leonard  Fitzpatrick 
Asst.  Supt. 
of  Recreation 


Playmobile 


Claire  Anderson 
Coordinator 

Recreation  to  impacted  areas  not  near  parks  or  playgrounds  was 
provided  by  the  two  Playmobile?  during  the  summer  vacation  period. 

The  eight  by  twenty  foot  trailers  house  sports  and  game  equip- 
ment . 

Areas  serviced  included:   The  Mission,  Hunters  Point,  Chinatown, 
North  Beach,  Nee  Valley,  the  Panhandle,  Western  Addition  and 
Visitacion  Valley  areas. 

In  addition,  the  units  were  used  at  special  activities  such  as 
the  Children's  Festival  at  Stern  Grove,  Friends  of  Recreation 
and  Parks  Field  Day  at  Rossi  Playground,  special  event  days  at 
various  playgrounds,  the  Day  Camps  and  many  Bicentennial  events. 

The  Playmobiles  serve  as  vehicles  which  transport  recreation 
personnel  anJ  equipment  and  not  as  recreational  facilities  them- 
selves.  The  equipment  has  included  trampolines,  table  games, 
volleyball,  tetherball,  basketball,  softball,  various  materials 
for  arts  and  crafts  programs.   Visits  by  magicians  and  guitar- 
ists have  enhanced  the  program.   Roller  skates  have  been  pro- 
vided in  areas  where  feasible  for  skating. 


Tiny  Tots 

and 

Senior 

Citizens 


ate  on  a  one  day 
a  daily  basis. 


Al  Levy 
Supervisor 


^  The  Senior  Citizens  Pro- 
gram, now  provides  ser- 
vices for  approximately 
5,250  elderly  men  and 
women.  There  are  19 
senior  clubs  that  oper- 
a  week  basis  and  two  centers  that  function  on 


A  variety  of  programs  include  many  opportunities  to  engage  in 
activities  which  range  from  dance,  cards  and  discussion  groups 
to  arts  and  crafts,  music  classes  and  referral  services. 

Two  of  the  major  annual  programs  are  the  Senior  Citizens  Hobby 
and  Boutique  Show,  and  the  Senior  Citizens  Day. 

Senior  clubs  and  centers  are  located  throughout  San  Francisco 
and  are  available  to  all  persons  over  60  years  of  age.  Friend- 
liness socialization  and  sharing  are  the  foundations  of  this 
program. 

This  year  saw  the  beginning  of  the  Senior  Citizens  Camping  Pro- 
gram. Fifty-two  men  and  women  journeyed  to  Mather  Family  Camp 
in  the  Tuolumne  River  area.   Their  stay  of  three  nights  and 
four  days  included  participation  in  the  camp  talent  show,  swim- 
ming and  chartered  bus  service  to  Hetch  Hetchy,  Yosemite  and 
Columbia.  The  program  proved  quite  successful  and  many  of  the 
"Seniors"  are  looking  forward  to  the  Camping  Program  next  year. 

Tiny  Tot  Programs  were  held  at  33  Citywide  Recreation  Centers. 
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Stern 
Grove 


Be  mice  Rodgers 
Coordinator 


Folk  singer,  Mimi 
Farina,  enthralls 
capacity  audience 
at  Stern  Grove 
concert,  while  be- 
low, venerable 
Preservation  Hall 
Jazz  Band  perforins 
their  own  brand  of 
Dixieland  magic. 
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Famed  American  Opera  Star,  Beverly  Sills,  performs 
at  the  Annual  Friends  of  the  Park  Opera  Concert  In 
Golden  Gate  Park. 


Tug  of  War  proved  one  of  the  more  popular  events  at 
the  annual  Friends  of  the  Park  Playday  held  at  Rossi 
Playground. 
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Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks 


On  Tuesday,  May  17th, 
Mayor  George  Moscone 
and  Mary  B.  Connolly, 
former  Secretary  to  the 
Recreation  and  Park 
Commission  wielded 
shovels  at  the  ground- 
breaking ceremony  which 
signaled  the  start  of 
the  $400,000  recon- 
struction project  at 
the  Childrens  Playground. 

This  project  is  being 
entirely  funded  through 
private  contributions 
to  the  Friends  of  Rec- 
reation and  Park  and 
the  City  of  San  Fran- 
cisco.  It  began  with 
a  generous  gift  of 
$50,000  from  Mr.  Walter 
Shorenstein,  former 
President  of  the  Rec- 
reation and  Park  Com- 
mission and  first  Pres- 
ident of  the  "Friends," 
in  honor  of  Mary  Con- 
nolly. As  a  result  of 
this  gift,  a  donation 
of  $40,000  was  made  by 
Walter  Haas,  also  in 
honor  of  Miss  Connolly. 
Mr.  Haas  was  also  a 
former  president  of  the 
Commission  and  is  Honor- 
ary Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Levi  Strauss  and  Company.  The 
remainder  of  the  funding  came  from  the  Furhman  Bequest. 


Participants  included  Mayor  George 
R.  Moscone  and  Mary  Connolly  at  the 
ground-breaking  ceremonies  for  the 
Mary  Connolly  Childrens  Playground. 


Mr.  Walter  Shorenstein  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Haas  were  present 
at  the  ground-breaking  as  was  Mr.  Eugene  L.  Friend,  President  of 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  and  General  Manager  John  J. 
Spring. 

The  installation  of  Benny  Bufano's  statue  "Penguin's  Prayer"  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Merced,  was  made  possible  by  a  dona- 
tion from  the  "Friends"  defraying  the  cost  of  the  movement  of 
the  18  foot  tall,  10  ton  penguin  into  place.   A  mini -park  has 
been  developed  in  the  area  of  the  statue  and  at  the  June  16, 
1977  meeting  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission,  it  was 
named  "Penguin's  Point." 
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Right:  Artist  Pamela  Dickens 
and  Recreation  Director  Jon 
Greenberg  admire  plaque 
award  for  the  mural  design 
at  Potrero  Hill  Recreation 
Center. 


Below:  Captain  Predric 
Richardson  of  the  U.S.S. 
Coral  Sea  and  children  from 
the  Bayview  Community  get 
together  at  ceremonies  for 
donation  of  surplus  Navy  jet. 


4  » 
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Park  Division 

Aldo  Cima 
Superintendent  of  Parks 

Golden  Gate  Park 


Joe  Bestresky 
Asst.  Superintendent  of  Parks 

The  horticultural  maintenance  staff  of  the  1017  acres  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  continued  to  perform  their  varied  duties  in  spite  of 

the  drought  conditions. 
A  stepped -up  carefully 
selective  irrigation 
program,  although  time 
consuming,  was  respon- 
sible for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  many  val- 
uable plantings  in  the 
park  during  these  dif- 
ficult times. 

Strawberry  Hill  reser- 
voir was  drained  and 
cleaned  and  main  irri- 
gation lines  were  over- 
hauled for  maximum  ef- 
ficiency of  our  reclaim- 
ed water  supply.   Wild- 
life was  relocated  as 
well  during  the  drain- 
ing of  Lloyd  Lake, 
which  we  expect  to  re- 
fill with  reclaimed 
water  this  winter. 

Women  assistant  gardeners  were  employed  for  the  first  time 
since  World  War  II. 

Sixteen  Park  Patrolmen  were  responsible  for  the  security  of 
over  l60  facilities  including  Golden  Gate  Park. 

A  crew  of  ten  gardeners  and  truck  drivers  are  responsible  for 
the  bi-weekly  mowing  of  600  acres  In  Golden  Gate  Park  and  1,510 
acres  in  other  major  facilities.   During  the  three  months  of 
reduced  mowing  operations,  this  crew  is  responsible  for  the 
pollarding  of  the  235  trees  In  Golden  Gate  Park's  Band  Con- 
course.  The  tree  topper  crew  of  six  employees  performed  bOO 
emergency  jobs  to  correct  hazardous  conditions  as  well  as  800 
programmed  tree  work  jobs. 
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Sunday  afternoon  at  Golden  Gate  Park  Band 
Concourse  Area  provides  pleasant  setting 
for  weekly  band  concerts. 
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Boating  at  Stow  Lake  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
continues  to  be  a  popular  activity.  Both 
youngsters  and  adults  enjoy  feeding  the 
many  varieties  of  ducks  and  geese  on  the  lake, 


Japanese  dancers  perform  century  old 
classical  dance  during  annual  Cherry  Blossom 
Festival  held  in  the  famed  Japanese  Tea 
Garden. 


L.— 
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Conservatory 

of 

Flowers 


Clarence  Shaw 
Cuief  Nursery  Specialist 

During  trie  year,  the  Con- 
servatory presented  floral 
displays  of  some  12,500 
major  and  1,350  minor  plant 
exhibits  in  addition  to  it's 
year-round  collection  of 
1600  orchids  and  four  rooms 
of  tropical  plants  including 
ferns.   4800  buses  carrying 
approximately  240,000  people 
visited  the  Conservatory  in 
this  fiscal  period. 

Fund  raising  events  by  the 
San  Francisco  Garden  Club 
included  a  plant  sale  and 
a  conservatory  cocktail 
party. 

Numerous  tours  were  also 
conducted  by  the  San  Francis- 
co Garden  Club  for  schools, 
colleges,  garden  clubs  and 
other  organizations. 

City  Engineers  made  drilling  purveys  to  determine  extent  of 
repairs  needed  in  wings  of  the  Conservatory. 

A  number  of  various  ki  ds  of  plants  were  donated  to  the  Conser- 
vatory. 


The  first  step  in  the  propagation  of  plantings 
in  Golden  Gate  Park  takes  place  at  the  nursery. 
Here,  hundreds  of  varieties  of  seedlings  are 
developed  and  cared  for  under  the  watchful  eyes 
of  nurserymen.  Many  species  of  trees,  shrub- 
bery and  groundcovers  are  also  grown. 
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District  Parks 


Jim  Rogers 
Asst.  Superintendent  of  Parks 

Despite  a  50$  decrease  in  fresh  water  use,  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department's  facilities,  mini  parks  and  open  space  prop- 
erties were  carefully  maintained.  Special  projects  were  the 
cornerstone  of  this  year's  maintenance  program. 

In  addition  to  our  Department's  annual  Workreation  and  Summer 
Youth  activities,  24  additional  Title  VT  CETA's  were  employed 
in  deferred  maintenance  projects  directly  involved  with  play- 
ground renovations. 

Extensive  landscape  development  was  completed  near  Harvard  and 
Burrows  Streets  in  McLaren  Park. 

The  Athletic  Field  Crew  was  used  almost  exclusively  in  renovat' 
ing  various  softball  diamonds  throughout  the  City. 

A  donation  of  $1,000  from  Mr.  Tom  King  was  used  to  purchase 
cinder  clay  mix  for  refurbishing  the  West  Sunset  ball  diamond. 

Above,  Mayor  George  R.  Moscone  greets  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
Koshland  at  park  donated  to  the  City  by  their  children. 
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Maintenance 


Clyde  Dietzen 
Asst.  Superintendent  of  Parks 

Structural  maintenance  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and 
repairs  of  park  buildings,  improvements  and  structures  and 
supports  many  recreational  events  by  providing  the  physical 
needs  for  the  programs.  The  structural  maintenance  staff  in- 
cludes the  services  of  various  crafts  and  trades,  including 
plumbers,  carpenters,  electricians,  sheet  metal  workers  and 
heavy  equipment  operators. 


Park  work  crew  finishes  off  portion  of  curbing  installed 
along  Kennedy  Drive.  Because  of  the  greater  number  of 
automobiles  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  additional  curbing  will 
be  needed  on  many  roadways  in  the  park. 


38 


Strybing 
Arboretum 


John  Bryan 
Director 

This  last  year  has  seen  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  renovation  of 
the  collection  of  plants  at  Stry- 
bing.  Areas  which  were  over- 
crowded and  not  being  used  ef- 
fectively were  cleared  to  accom- 
modate new  introductions  to  an 
already  well  diversified  collec- 
tion of  plants. 

Many  new  plants  were  added.   The 
entrance  to  the  Arboretum  was 
enhanced  by  a  new  lawn  and  the 
herbacious  border  in  its  second 
year  has  added  much  color. 

The  area  around  the  Anelli  Pond 
received  a  face  lift  with  the 
addition  of  many  azaleas  and  new 
paths,  d.   gift  to  the  City  by  the 
San  Francisco  Chapter  of  Ikebana 
International,  it  is 
known  as  the  Takamani 
Garden  and  was  design- 
ed by  Henry  Matsutani. 

The  Demonstration  Gar- 
Jens  have  undergone  a 
few  changes.   The 
large  deck,  built  in 
the  early  bO's  had  to 
be  removed  as  the  tim- 
bers were  rotting. 
In  its  place  will  be 
a  new  garden  showing 
the  wide  range  of 
drought  resistant 
plant  material  that 
can  be  grown  in  San 
Francisco . 

Heidelberg  Hill,  the 
highest  point  in  the 
Arboretum  is  directly 
behind  the  Garden  of 
Fragrance. 


More  than  25  women  garden- 
ers were  employed  during 
the  past  year  working  in 
areas  such  as  the  Strybing 
Arboretum. 
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This  area  has  been  cleared 
of  scrub  and  will  soon  be 
developed  into  a  vista  point 
with  a  seating  area.   The 
hill,  a  gift  of  the  Strybing 
Arboretum  Society,  will  be 
planted  with  rhododendrons 
and  magnolias  and  spring 
flowering  bulbs. 

Throughout  the  year,  the 
Strybing  Arboretum  Society 
conducts  tours  of  the  Arbor- 
etum.  The  many  docents  are 
to  be  congratulated  for 
their  great  service.  Apart 
from  the  regular  daily 
tours,  special  groups  such 
as  school  children,  senior 
citizens  and  many  varied 
clubs  and  organizations  are 
led  through  the  collections. 

The  annual  plant  sale,  held 
by  the  Society  each  year  in 
the  spring,  was  another 
success  adding  funds  to  sup- 
port not  only  the  Helen 
Crocker  Russell  Library 
which  is  being  visited  more 
and  more,  but  also  the  many 
educational  lectures  that 
are  given  through  the  year. 
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Strybing  Arboretum,  besides  con- 
taining an  outstanding  variety 
of  plant  life,  offers  solitude 
and  relaxation  for  the  everyday 
visitor. 


40 


Hall  of 
Flowers 


John  Bryan 
Manager 

Each  year  the  Hall  of  Flow- 
ers welcomes  more  people 
and  larger  events  as  the 
facility  becomes  better 
known  for  its  ability  to 
accomodate  a  wide  variety 
of  functions.   I.B.M.  is 
as  delighted  to  use  the 
Recreation  Room  for  their  annual  business  meeting  as  are  the 
garden  club  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Flower  Show,  Inc. 
who  gather  together  each  August  to  produce  a  magnificent  floral 
spectacular. 

The  ever  popular  rummage  sales  increase  each  year,  and  cat 
fanciers  anxiously  await  each  of  the  twelve  shows. 

Edgewood  Auxiliary  preview  was  a  tremendous  success.   It  was 
amazing  that  almost  1,000  persons  could  find  room  amongst  the 
many  booths  selling  art  works,  jewelry,  geraniums,  to  enjoy 
the  varied  hors  d'oeuvres. 

Breathtaking  flower  shows  were  held  throughout  the  year.   In 
February  Ikenobo  Ikebana  and  San  Francisco  Orchid  Society; 
March  brought  the  Hana  Matsuri  "Flower  Festival"  presented  by 
Ikebana  International;  the  Strybing  Arboretum  Society's  annual 

April  plant  sale  opened  the 
doors  to  thousands.   The 
building  almost  burst  at 
the  seams  April  30  and  May  1 
when  the  California  Spring 
Blossom  and  Wildflower 
Association  outdid  them- 
selves with  unique  exhibits 
in  the  Auditorium;  the 
Bromeliad  Society's  show 
and  exotic  plant  sale  in 
the  Recreation  Room  and 
Library,  while  in  the 
Gallery,  the  American 
Rhododendron  Society  was 
having  their  show. 
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One  of  the  first  projects  Initi- 
ated by  Title  II  included  the 
Deferred  Maintenance  Program  of 
pruning  the  eucalyptus  trees  in 
the  Panhandle,  along  Oak  and 
Fell  Streets. 


Title  II 
Program 


Frank  Piltz 

Asst.  Superintendent 

of  Parks 

The  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  Title  II  Program 
(Public  Works  Employment 
Act)  was  implemented  Jan- 
uary 19,  1977. 

The  original  budget  for 
the  five  quarters  of  the 
Program  totaled  $1,700,000 
to  be  used  for  deferred 
maintenance  on  Recreation 
and  Park  properties. 
Buena  Vista  Park,  Straw- 
berry Hill,  Golden  Gate 
Park  Panhandle  and  a  few 
perimeter  areas  of  Golden 
Gate  Park  are  some  of  the 
sites  where  Title  II  funds 
have  been  used  with  very 
good  results. 

An  innovation  in  the  Title 
II  Program  was  the  hiring 
of  women  gardeners  for  the 
first  time  in  30  years. 
Eleven  women  were  hired  in 
June,  1977. 


The  Recreation  and  Park  Department  Title  II  Program  will 
receive  an  additional  $2,500,000  to  extend  the  Deferred 
Maintenance  Program  through  October  1,  1978.  A  total  of 
123  people  will  then  be  working  on  this  program.  Title  II 
has  doubled  in  size  since  it's  inception. 

Drinking  fountains  and  benches  have  either  been  replaced  or 
repaired  in  almost  every  park  and  playground  throughout  the 
City. 

Projects  planned  in  the  future  are:  renovation  of  61  multi- 
purpose ball  diamonds;  and  a  Citywide  Deferred  Maintenance 
Program  at  120  Recreation  and  Park  buildings. 
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Golf 


John  Grant 
Director 

With  three  regulation  18  hole  courses  --  Harding,  Lincoln  and 
Sharp  —  and  three  9  hole  courses  —  Fleming,  Golden  Gate  and 
McLaren  —  San  Francisco  has  a  golf  course  for  everyone. 

The  six  municipal  golf  courses  hosted  314,3^8  rounds  of  golf  in 
76-77,  generating  $701,642.  This  was  an  Increase  of  21,000 
rounds  played  and  $50,000  revenue  over  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

These  increases  reflect  the  commitment  of  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  to  continually  upgrade  the  San  Francisco  Golf 
Courses. 

Other  positive  factors 
in  this  direction  are 
the  proposed  November 
1977  ballot  measure  for 
golf  course  automatic 
irrigation  systems,  the 
allocation  of  Public 
Works  Act  Title  II  and 
Golf  Revenue  Funds  for 
course  improvements 
and  maintenance  equip- 
ment and  supplies. 

Half  of  the  81  tees  in 
the  system  have  been 
renovated  on  a  contin- 
uing basis. 

Instruction  clinics  and 
the  Junior  Championship 
are  regular  features  of 
the  San  Francisco  Golf 
Program . 


Mather  Family  Camp 


The  name  of  the  Department's  Sierra  camp  was  changed  during 
the  year  by  action  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission,  from 
Camp  Mather  to  Mather  Family  Camp.   The  change  was  made  to  em- 
phasize the  concept  that  this  is  a  family  camp  with  facilities 
and  programs  to  meet  the  recreational  needs  of  the  family  unit. 

In  our  publicity  and  advertising,  greater  effort  was  directed 
toward  senior  citizens  and  racial  minorities  to  encourage  mem- 
bers of  these  groups  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
for  a  mountain  vacation  at  reasonable  cost.   An  example  was  the 
distribution  of  bilingual  news  releases.   Special  rates  were 
offered  in  the  first  and  last  weeks  of  the  camp  season  to  senior 
citizens.   This  contributed  to  the  larger  than  usual  daily  at- 
tendance during  these  two  normally  1-ow  attendance  weeks. 

Although  the  1977  camp  season  was  of  78  days  duration  only,  as 
compared  to  the  85  day  season  of  1976,  the  number  of  persons 
attending  camp,  total  camper  days  and  camp  revenue  increased 
significantly  this  year.   A  total  of  3,813  persons  attended 
camp,  an  increase  of  615  over  1976.   Camp  occupancy  percentage 
was  90$  for  this  year  as  compared  to  80$  in  1976. 
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It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  Department  for  many  years  to  de- 
velop a  comprehensive  program  for  involving  San  Francisco's 
citizens  in  developing  a  land  use  and  management  plan  for 
Golden  Gate  Park.   This  year  it  is  becoming  a  reality.   In 
September,  1976,  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  approved 
an  expenditure  for  a  Master  Plan  -  "for  further  beautif ication 
of  Golden  Gate  Park."  Subsequently,  Title  II  funding  became 
available  to  the  City  and  the  program  was  submitted  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

"The  Plan  for  Golden  Gate  Park"  will  include  goals,  objectives, 
and  policies,  as  well  as  schematic  plans  for  illustrating 
future  priorities.   The  planning  process  includes  a  Citizen 
Involvement  Program  insuring  that  their  needs  and  concerns 
will  be  met. 

Aside  from  direct  public  participation,  an  Advisory  Council 
was  formed  to  provide  professional  and  technical  Insight  into 
the  critical  issues:   water,  trees  and  traffic. 

As  an  end  product,  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco  will  have  a 
workable  program  to  systematically  manage  the  Park's  resources, 
provide  for  long  term  preservation  (retention  and  repair)  and 
conservation  of  a  1017.4  acre  world  renowned  urban  park,  and 
maintain  John  McLaren's  vision  of  a  park  "as  a  combination  of 
natural  landscaped  areas  and  pastoral  retreats .. .with  active 
recreation  areas." 

With  the  help  and  generosity  of  the  citizens  of  the  City,  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  will  Insure  that  vision. 
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The  Great  Apes  Exhibit  is 
the  most  popular  at  the 
San  Francisco  Zoo. 


Zoological 
Gardens 


Saul  Kitchener 
Zoo  Director 

The  Recreation  and  Park  Com- 
mission adopted  the  Improve- 
ment Plan  for  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Zoo  at  its  October  1976 
meeting.   This  adoption  usher- 
ed in  a  new  era  for  the  Zoo, 
one  which  could  see  the  entire 
Zoo  rebuilt  along  more  modern 
lines  to  better  serve  the  peo- 
ple of  San  Francisco. 

The  Public  Works  Act  of  1976 
provided  the  initial  impetus 
to  get  the  Improvement  Plan. 
Although  federal  guidelines 
stated  that  actual  construc- 
tion work  had  to  begin  with- 
in 90  days,  this  deadline 
was  met  and  work  began  on 
Wolf  Woods  -  3/4  acre  natural 
habitat  for  North  American 
wolves,  in  May,  1977. 

A  design  phase  was  also  begun 
during  the  fiscal  year  for 
the  final  three  projects  to 
be  funded  by  Public  Works 
money.   A.  new  gorilla  exhibit, 
Tule  Elk  Meadow  and  a  feed 
storage  barn  are  planned. 


Raising  the  Zoo's  admission  fee  from  50^  to  $1.00  for  adults  and 
50<f<   for  children  from  6  through  15  was  extremely  important  for 
the  future  operations  of  the  Zoo.   $515,214  resulted  from  ad- 
mission fees  paid  during  fiscal  1976-77  as  compared  to  $180,526 
for  1975-76.   Zoo  visitors  totaled  855,305  during  fiscal  76  -  77. 
Some  of  this  102,503  increase  is  due  to  the  City  strike  in  April 
1976,  when  the  Zoo  was  closed  for  35  days,  but  April  attendance 
has  been  averaging  about  70,000  and  it  is  therefore  safe  to 
assume  an  increase  in  attendance  of  about  30,000. 
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The  San  Francisco  Zoo- 
logical Society  contin- 
ued its  tradition  of 
strong  Zoo  support. 
One  of  their  major  un- 
dertakings for  the  year 
was  the  re-signing  and 
labelling  of  all  the 
animal  exhibits  in  the 
Zoo.   This  was  the 
first  time  this  had 
been  done  in  40  years. 
Prior  to  this,  many 
displays  had  no  sign 
and  what  signs  there 
were,  were  from  differ- 
ent eras  presenting  an 
organized  and  unaes- 
thetic  aspect  to  the 
public . 

One  of  the  Society's 
main  functions  is  that 
of  education  and  towards 
that  end,  the  Zoomobile 
visited  one-half  of  the 
elementary  schools  of 
the  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District.   The 
other  half  will  be  visit- 
ed next  year. 

The  Docent  Program  contin- 
ued to  be  the  most  impor- 
tant aspect  of  our  on-pre- 
mises  education  program. 
There  are  over  100  docents 
and  they  conducted  tours 
for  over  10,000  students 
during  the  year. 

The  Children's  Zoo,  operated 
by  the  San  Francisco  Zoo- 
logical Society  continued 
to  be  the  finest  in  the 
State  of  California.   Mr. 
Steven  Taylor  was  appointed 
Children's  Zoo  Manager  in 
1976.   He  immediately  began 
implementing  new  policies 
that  increased  the  public's 
enjoyment  of  the  Children's 
Zoo  through  greater  animal 
contact . 


Toys  are  part  of  the  ongoing 
Enrichment  Program  designed 
to  stimulate  animal  life  at 
the  San  Francisco  Zoo. 


December  born  Baby  Malloy, 
named  after  Recreation-Park's 
Tom  Malloy,  rests  beside  his 
proud  mom,  Cuddles. 
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A  rebuilt  exhibit  for 
the  Zoo's  increasing 
colony  of  rare  Black 
and  White  Colobus  mon- 
keys was  built  in  1976 
which  gained  national 
attention  via  ABC-TV. 
Births  continue  and 
this  colony  remains 
one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  any  American 
Zoo. 

The  animal  collection  continued  to  do  well.   One  of  the  most 
significant  births  was  that  of  the  Chimpanzee  Amy,  named  for 
Recreation  and  Park  Commissioner  Amy  Meyer.   This  was  the  first 
viable  young  this  group  of  Chimpanzees  has  had  and  the  first 
one  for  the  Zoo  in  many  years. 

The  Zoo's  prolific  Siamang  pair  had  their  seventh  baby  April 
1977.   These  Lesser  Apes  rarely  breed  in  captivity  and  our  pair 
is  now  second  only  to  the  Milwaukee  Zoo's  eight  in  total  births. 
Since  they  have  a  baby  every  two  years  we'll  have  to  wait  until 
1979  to  tie  Milwaukee. 

ANIMAL  INVENTORY   1  APRIL  1977 

Species  Specimens 

Mammals  111  467 

Birds  173  580 

Reptiles  13  42 

Amphibians  2  4 


TOTAL 


299 


1093 
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Stadiums 

John  Conner 
Stadium  Manager 


Candlestick  Park's  two  major  leasees,  the  San  Francisco  Giants 
and  Forty-Niners,  returned  a  total  amount  of  $584,756  In  rentals 
for  74  baseball  and  ten  football  games. 

Rentals  received  from  Balboa  Soccer  Stadium  totaled  $5,383.34. 
Groups  using  the  stadium  Included  California  Soccer  League  North 
San  Francisco  Soccer  League,  Police  Athletic  League  and  the 
United  Irish  Societies. 

A  variety  of  events  was  scheduled  at  Kezar  Pavilion.   Tsey 
included  basketball  games  and  tournaments,  roller  derby  matches, 
folk  dance  exhibitions,  boxing  matches,  karate  exhibitions  and 
praver  meetings.   The  total  rent  paid  for  these  events  was 
$8,2^7.05. 

Toe   Academic  Athletic  Association  anH  the  West  Catholic  Athletic 
League  each  participated  in  football  :ames  at  Kezar  Stadium.  In 
addition,  the  California  Soccer  Association  North  played  soccer 
matches,  there  was  a  soccer  dav  camp,  a  Catholic  Youth  Organ- 
ization soccer  game  and  a  March  of  Dimes  Walk-a-thon  held  at 
the  Stadium.   The  total  revenue  in  rental  from  these  events 
was  $10,532.10. 


4? 


Yacht  Harbor 

William  Gray- 
Harbor  Master 


The  Yacht  Harbor  and  Marina  Green  areas  have  seen  an  upsurge  of 
public  activity  this  past  year.  Sailing  regattas  have  become  a 
popular  spectator  sport  and  numerous  other  events  draw  increas- 
ing numbers  of  the  general  public  to  the  Marina. 

Approximately  400  names  were  added  to  the  waiting  lists  for 
berths  in  the  Marina,  while  about  100  berths  were  cancelled, 
most  of  which  consisted  simply  of  a  change  in  boat  ownership. 

Hundreds  of  visitors  brought  in  a  revenue  of  approximately 
$15,000  in  transient  mooring  fees.  With  an  estimated  $90,000 
surplus  projected  for  fiscal  year  1977-78,  no  action  was  taken 
on  the  Commission's  annual  review  of  berth  rentals  for  possible 
increase. 

Continuing  efforts  to  improve  Yacht  Harbor  facilities  have  in- 
cluded the  completion  of  new  restrooms  in  the  East  Basin,  in- 
stallation of  reconstructed  gangways  and  new  dock  fenders. 
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Open 
Space 
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Martin  Greenlaw 
Coordinator 

The  people  of  San  Fran- 
cisco have  cause  to  be 
excited  about  properties 
acquired  through  the 
Open  Space  Program  dar- 
ing the  past  year.   Be- 
cause of  the  diligent 
efforts  of  the  Open 
Space  Committee,  twenty  - 
four  acquisitions  have 
been  recommended  for 
purchase  since  the  in- 
ception of  the  program. 

A  total  of  $4,484,425 
has  been  budgeted  for 
acquisition  and  devel- 
opment of  properties 
during  the  first  three 
years  of  the  fifteen 
year  Open  Space  Program.  I 
The  following  properties  \ 
have  been  acquired:      g 

Berkeley  Way  Lots   (Diamond  Heights  and  Crags  Court) 
Grandview  Park  Extension   (portion)   (Golden  Gate  Heights  at 

14th  -  15th  Avenues  and  Noriega  Street) 
Kite  Hill   (Clover  Lane  and  nth  Street) 

Martha  Hill   (Martha  Avenue  and  Baden  Street)  (pictured  above) 
Billy  Goat  Hill   (Beacon  Street  and  Harry  Street) 
Kelloch  -  Velasco  Block 

Jet's  Drive  In   (19th  Street  and  Valencia  Street) 
Knudsen  Property   (Potrero  Avenue  and  Arm"  Street). 

In  addition,  $1,859,391  has  been  budgeted  for  renovation  of  ex- 
isting recreation  facilities.   The  following  playgrounds  are  in 
various  stages  of  renovation  work:   Campbell  -  Rutland  Park, 
Funston  Playground,  Glen  Park:  Playground,  Hayes  Valley  Play- 
ground, Helen  Wills  Playground,  Noe  Valley  Tennis  Courts,  Port- 
smouth Square,  Upper  Noe  Valley  Playground,  Visitacion  Valley 
Playground,  Aptos  Pla,y ground,  Hamilton  Playground,  Hayward, 
Margaret  Playground,  Herz,  Holly  Park,  Rochambeau,  West  Sunset 
and  Stern  Grove. 
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Workreation 


Roslyn  Beauchamp 
Asst.  Supervisor 


The  Workreation  Program, 
in  operation  since  1959, 
gives  high  school  jun- 
iors and  seniors  the  op- 
portunity to  actively 
work  with  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department. 
This  past  summer,  187 
young  men  and  women  were 
employed  six  hours  a  day 
for  over  a  six  -week 
period  in  June,  July  and 
part  of  August.   The 
young  persons  were  in- 
volved in  virtually  ev- 
ery type  of  Department 
activity.   They  worked 
four  hours  each  day  on 
the  job  and,  in  addition, 
two  hours  were  allotted 
for  supervised  recrea- 
tion. 

This  program  was  con- 
ducted for  the  seven- 
teenth consecutive  year. 
It  has  a  two-fold  purpose:   1.   To  provide  young  men  and  women 
with  the  opportunity  to  earn  and  learn,  and   2.   To  offer  a 
potential  for  inspiring  young  men  and  women  to  pursue  a  career 
in  recreation  and  parks  service. 

The  young  persons  were  employed  in  a  variety  of  jobs  such  as 
gardening,  activities  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  Marina  Green  Civic 
Center  Plaza,  the  Nursery,  and  the  Conservatory  in  addition  to 
pools,  recreation  centers,  administrative  offices,  Business 
Division,  Purchasing,  Public  Services,  day  camps,  senior  cit- 
izen's centers,  and  Handicapped  Services.   Workreation  employ- 
ees were  assigned  to  the  personnel  section  for  tbe  specific 
purpose  of  preparing  the  payroll  for  their  fellow  summer  work  • 
ers . 

The  enrollment  of  the  11th  and  12th  grades  of  the  public  and 
private  schools  is  used  as  a  basis  for  the  number  of  applica- 
tions to  be  allotted  to  each  school. 

Consideration  in  the  final  selection  of  applicants  included 
economic  and  social  need  for  work,  experience  and  ability  to 
perform  a  job. 
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Attendance 


PLAYGFOUNDS 


Unit 


Attendance  Unit 


Attendance 


Alta  Plaza 

Aptos 

Argonne 

Balboa  Park 

Bay view  not 

Bernal  Heights 

Big  Pec 

Cabrillo 

Cayuga 

Chalmers,  Alice 

Chinese  Recreation  Center 

Chinese  Playground 

Christopher,  George 

Cow  Hollow 

Crocker- Amazon 

Douglass 

Duboce 

Eureka  Valley 

Fxcelsior 

Folsom 

Fulton 

Pans  t  on 

Garfield 

Gilman 

Glen  Park 

Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts 

G rat tan 

Hamilton  Center 

Hayes  Valley 

Hay ward  Boys 

Ilayward  Girls 

Herz,  Francis  J.       not 

Jackson 

Kahn,  Julius 

Junipero  Serra 

Kimbell,  paymond      not 

Lafayette  not 

Larsen 


25,353  Laurel  Hill 

14,179  Lee,  Joseph 

53,149  McCoppin  Souare  - 

117,400  Merced  Heights 

staffed  Midtown  "errace 

64,623  Miralona 

50,480  Mission  nolores 

42,522  Mission 

40,179  Mountain  Lake 

54,228  Murnhy,  J. P. 

110,212  Hoe  ^alley  Courts 

66,2^2  north  Beach 

5  8,092  Ocean  View 

37,338  Panhandle 

96,610  Parkside  Square 

60,809  Peixotto,  Sidney- 

4,440  Portola 

129,229  Potrero  Hill 

77,531  Presidio  Heights 

38,188  Richmond 

70,661  Pochambeau 

-236,708  Rolph,  James 

27,60?  ^ossi,  Angelo 

32,098  Silver  Terrace 

132,635  South  Park 

145,846  South  Sunset 

41,990  St.  Mary's 

176,771  Stern  Grove 

24,327  Strauss,  Levi 

76,609  Sunnyside 

37,907  Sunset 

staffed  Sutter,   Louis 

35,469  Upper  Hoe 

81,163  Visitacion  Valley 

7,738  Hawona   Annex 

staffed  "est   Portal 

staffed  TTest   Sunset 

33,894  Hills,   Helen 


42 

109 

not   s 

44 

24 

42 

31 

50 

69 

39 

7 

288 

146 

82 

2 

not   s 

154 

15 

22 

44 

61 

194 

42 

14 

6 

90 

398 

112 

8 

52 

182 

25 

153 

106 

1 

not   s 

12 

95 


,023 

,956 

taffed 

,337 

,096 

,510 

,47? 

,931 

,969 

,459 

,835 

,661 

,153 

,770 

,905 

taffed 

,944 

,664 

,66Z 

,213 

,785 

,939 

,122 

,143 

,132 

,320 

,761 

,965 

,949 

,241 

,571 

,972 

,390 

,546 

,087 

taffed 

,675 

,629 


TOTAL   PLAYGROUHD   ATTENDANCE 


5.0^3,189 


HOUSING    CENTERS 


Unit 


attendance 


Hunters   Point   Gymnasium  Attendance   combined  with  Milton  Meyer 

Hunters   Point   Recreation  Center   (Hilton  Meyer)  3,638 

Yerba  Buena  Senior   Center  31,111 

TOTA'J  HOUS^H?     CENTERS    ATTENDANCE  34,749 

AQUATICS 

Aquatic   Park  172,649 

Balboa  Pool  115,640 

Bessie    CarmichaeY  Pool   (Portable)  413 

Commodore  B.    Stockton  Pool    (Portable)  1,584 

Coffman  Pool  64,893 

Garfield  Pool  37,967 

Hamilton  Pool  36,807 

Lake  Merced  Spirts    Center  17,035 

Larsen  Pool  122,838 

Martin  Luther  King  Pool  7,1 86 

Mission  Pool  16,959 

North  Beach  Pool  82,901 

Phelan  Beach  40,173 

Rossi   Pool  74,652 

TOTAL   AQUATICS    ATTENDANCE  791,605 

MISCELLANEOUS    FACILITIES    AND   ACTIVITIES 

Camp  Mather  2,958 

Drama   Center  14,168 

Golden  Gate   Park  Senior  Center  86,293 

Mobile   Unit    #1   (Gametime)  4,467 

Mobile  Unit   #2    (Guardsmen)  4,157 

Music   Center  14,168 

Photography   Center  51,845 

Josephine   D.    Randall  Junior  Museum  68,510 

Rifle  Rsaage  26,517 

Stern   Grove   Annex  4,102 

Stern  Grove   Concerts  230,000 

Pine   Lake   Day   Camp  4, 8 02 

Silver  Tree   Day   Camp  9,993 

Senior   Citizens   Hobby  Show  1,342 

San  Francisco  Zoo  855,305 

Fleishhacker  Art  Studio  8,951 

TOTAL  MISC.  FACILITIES    I    ACTIVITIES   1.387.578 


RECAPITULATION 

Playgrounds 
Housing  Centers 
Aquatics 

Miscellaneous   Facilities    Z-.   Activities 
(Does  not   include   Golden  Gate   Park) 


TOTAL    ATTENDANCE 


223*2 


5,083,189 

34,749 

791,605 

1,387,578 
7,297,121 
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